
Official Postcards 

Official stamps and official postal stationery post-

cards where issued on the 1 January 1874. They 

were used by authorities only and the rates were the 

same as for ordinary postcards. It was also possible 

to use official stamps on privately printed post-

cards. 

Additional services - registration, avis de reception, 

special delivery, and C.O.D. - were allowed but 

rarely used. 

LJUSDAL 

3 August 1874 

 

Official postcard 

used first year. 

LINDESBERG 

31 August 1874 

 

P.S. Card 

used first year. 

P.S. Cards 

For book-keeping reasons, the Post itself was not 

allowed to use official postcards. Instead they had a 

type of cards called P.S. Cards, issued without val-

ue stamp. P.S. Cards were possible to use both for 

internal and external correspondence. Internal cor-

respondence is the most common usage. 

Another reason for the introduction of P.S. Cards 

was to save paper by not using envelopes in the 

internal correspondence. The P.S. Cards were an-

nounced on the 23 April 1874.  

5 Official Postcards 



5.1 Official Postcards 

MOTALA 

27 July 1886 

 

5 öre overprint on 

the first issue of 

the 6 öre card. 

NÄSHULT 

11 August 1882 

When forwarded: 

OSKARSHAMN 

12 August 1882 

When forwarded 

a second time: 

EDSBRUK 

14 August 1882 

LULEÅ 

12 February 1877 

 

Second month 

usage of 6 öre 

inland rate. 



5.1 Official Postcards 

STOCKHOLM 

25 February 1897 

 

2 öre rate for local 

printed matter. 

RAUS 

14 December 1889 

 

Registration: 20 öre 

(1 January 1885 to 

30 June 1905) 

SOLLEFTEÅ 

12 December 1909 

RAGUNDA 

12 December 1909 

 

Registration: 15 öre 

(from 1 July 1905) 



5.1 Official Postcards 

Announcements 

Official postcards with printed announcements (“kungörelse” in Swe-

dish) on the back were distributed to be read in the churches. The 

priest signed that the announcement was read and returned the card to 

the sender. Returned cards with and without official stamp are known. 

Unpaid cards both with and without postage due are also known. 

This practice was used by the executory authority in the small town 

Ulricehamn and cards, especially with any kind of stamps, are rare. 

ULRICEHAMN 

4 August 1885 

When returned: 

DALUM 

24 August 1885 

 

Announcement re-

turned and paid with 

official stamps. 

ULRICEHAMN 

23 January 1886 

On arrival 

when returned: 

ULRICEHAMN 

2 February 1886 

 

Announcement re-

turned without stamps 

and paid with postage 

due stamps on arrival. 



5.1 Official Postcards 

Epidemiology Reports 

By law, doctors should submit epidemiology reports twice a month. 

Doctors did not have a general permission to use official stamps and 

postcards. 

On 27 January 1891 it was announced that doctors were allowed to 

use official postcards with printed epidemiology report on the back. 

Besides the report table on the back, such cards also had the pre-

printed title “Principal District Medical Officer”. 

OSKARSHAMN 

16 August 1891 

 

Official postcard 

with epidemiology 

report printed on the 

back used in 1891, 

the first year. 

LENHOFDA 

24 September 1882 

VÄXJÖ 

24 September 1882 

 

Epidemiology report 

sent with ordinary 

stamps before 1891. 



5.1 Official Postcards 

To Norway 

STOCKHOLM 

4 May 1903 

KRISTIANIA 

5 May 1903 

To Belgium 

STOCKHOLM 

24 July 1901 

BRUXELLS 

26 July 1901 

 

The note 

“Tj b” (official mail) 

shows that this is an 

official postcard  

To Norway 

Official postcards (and of course official stamps) were 

valid within Sweden and to Norway. This is expected 

because there was a union between Sweden and Nor-

way from 1814. 

More surprisingly, official postcards were still possi-

ble to use to Norway after the union ended peacefully 

in 1905. 

To Other Countries 

Official postcards were not possible to send outside 

Sweden and Norway. (If they were sent, the value 

stamp was not valid.) 

Official mail outside Sweden and Norway was treated 

as ordinary mail and official postcards sent to other 

countries should use ordinary stamps. 



5.2 P.S. Cards 

LIDEN 

1 October 1889 

 

Transfer of three 

weekly papers at 

rate 25 öre each. 

LANDSKRONA 

14 June 1888 

 

Transfer of two 

daily Danish 

papers at rate 

1 kr each. 

LILJEHOLMEN 

25 June 1894 

 

Transfer of two 

daily papers at 

rate 50 öre each. 



5.2 P.S. Cards 

PKXP No. 2 

(Nässjö-Malmö) 

19 October 1888 

WATTJOM 

22 October 1888 

Assessment 2 kr 

and 20 öre for an 

insufficiently paid 

registered letter. 

 

Assessment with 

very high amount. 

PKXP No. 2 

(Nässjö-Malmö) 

10 May 1888 

STRENGNÄS 

12 May 1888 

 

10 öre assessment for 

an insufficiently paid  

registered letter. 

PKXP No. 2 

(Nässjö-Malmö) 

11 May 1889 

STUGSUND 

13 May 1889 

 

20 öre assessment for 

an insufficiently paid 

insured letter. 


