Early Mail and Stampless Letter Postal Markings of Sweden
Synopsis

As a marcophily exhibit, this study tells the story of Sweden’s early mails and their postal
markings. The earliest mail was delivered by messengers (couriers) and normally does not have
handstamp markings. Following the messenger mail is the Crown Post for official mail that was in
effect from the 17" century until 1874 when official postage stamps were introduced. Thus several
systems of mail existed in parallel use rather than sequentially.

The General Mail was established in 1636. The first handstamp markings were the crown over
B (Betalda or paid) and the crown over F (Fribrev or free letter). The first place-name cancellations
were undated and consisted of STOCKHOLM enclosed in a ribbon. These are shown chronologically
from internally dated contents and known periods of use of the varieties. The normal straight line town
name cancels in capital letters are presented alphabetically and again are dated by letter contents or
periods of known use.

The exhibit continues with the same treatment of the arc cancels (year date in curved format)
followed by the rectangular or box cancels. The latter two are dated and again are shown alphabetically
by town name with periods of use indicated. With all three categories—straight line, arc, and box
cancellations—a complete showing would be impossible with the limited number of frames. The
examples shown are lesser known towns and less common varieties. In a few cases auxiliary
manuscript notations are mentioned, e.g. “urgent.”

The next section shows examples of Free Letter (Fr Br) handstamps followed by postage due
markings. The final frame takes a look at foreign mails to and from Sweden with their associated
postal markings.

What the exhibit does not include—the Circle Cancels, with year date in horizontal format,
which began during the pre-stamp period, are not shown as they are extremely numerous. The exhibit
does not show rate and route information since the focus is on the postal markings. The exhibit reflects
over 50 years of study and acquisition by the exhibitor.

Treatment

Overall the approach is to show the markings that were used somewhat chronologically.
However this cannot be done literally as there were different mail systems used in parallel and the
periods of use of types of markings overlap. The types of markings are the over-riding differentiators.

Importance

Sweden is an important Nordic country with a rich postal history. The evolution of stampless
mail postal markings in all the Nordic countries is interesting and those of Sweden are somewhat
complex with many types and varieties.

Philatelic Knowledge

Most of the literature in this field is in the Swedish language, offering a challenge for the
exhibitor to obtain and understand the many sources.



Rarity and Condition

The material is generally not found outside Sweden and was mostly obtained from Swedish
dealers and auction houses. Key pieces are noted with boxed text. Most surviving stampless mail has
held up well over time due to the high fiber content of the paper.
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Early Mail and Stampless Letter Postal Markings of Sweden

This marcophily exhibit tells the story of postal markings used in Sweden, primarily
before the introduction of adhesive postage. The time period is from the 17" century to the
mid-19" century, although some examples of stampless covers extending into the 1860s
are included. This study explores the early types of mail including messenger mail, crown
post, military mail, and general mail. Some manuscript markings are also identified. Key
items have boxed text.

Messenger Mail (hand-delivered): Folded letter, Lifland (Livonia)
to Stockholm, November 12, 1611

-~

h’ L’IT /lﬂévl% /Wr‘cf'thirm :
L

[

" Ak eais

vvsoﬁ»

pa—

vy/)r”m

Plan General Mail (cont’d)
Messenger Mail (Courier Post) Straight line cancels
Crown Post Arc cancel
Manuscript and handstamp markings Box cancels
Military mail Free letter cancels
General Mail Postage due

B and F markings Foreign mails




Proclamation, 1725 Official announcements or government edicts

“RESOLUTION of his Royal Majesty and the Chancery Board of the Realm Concerning the Filling
of Proposals and Accounts of Postal Administrators / and Clearance of Funds. Stockholm 13 April

1725. By Grace and Privilege of His Royal Majesty. Stockholm, given at the Royal Printing Office by
Johan Henr. Werner, Director of all Printing Plants in the Realm.”

- Kongl. Majits

O NRifjens Kanklie-Collegii

REsoLUTION,

: angae_n‘b'e&” :
Poit-Forwaltarnes FBorflagers ody
Radtenflapecs infandande/ famt SFeviens

~—o_clarerande. ,
“Stodholm den 13 Aprilis 1725,

Cum Gratia & Privilegio S:a R:a Maj:tis-

oy STOCKHOLM/ utt Kongl. Voteryeleriet uplagdt/

$08 JOHAN HENR, WERNER,
Dire&eur dfwer aia Txycevien § Rilet.




Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)

The oldest form of mail delivery was by private messenger or relayed via agents.
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Circa 1600 to Hieronymus von
Birchholtz (1570- 1618) marked

Cito. Cito. Cito. (Latin for fast,
Le., urgent)
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Sent from Stockholm

August 4, 1605
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)
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Above: to the Court Martial in Stockholm, October 7, 1635

Below: to the War Council in Stockholm, June 5, 1635
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)
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April 25, 1634 to His Excellency the
Royal Grand Chancellor Axel
Oxenstierna, who was instrumental in
establishing the General Post in
Sweden in 1636.
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)

To Stockholm, April 20, 1649

To the Admiralty in Stockholm with Citto (Urgent) markings, 1664
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Crown Post or Mail (Kronopost)

The Crown Post consisted of communications sent by royalty or government officials and dates
from the 17" century until 1873 when official correspondence was taken over by the General Post
Office. The mail was identified with hand drawn crowns (usually three) and later with handstamp

crown markings. The manuscript notation evolved into three or more curves or loops with a line
drawn through, sometimes referred to as a coil or meander.

Above: complete crown post letter internally dated July 3, 1744

Below: 18" century crown post penalty letter to Kjilleberg with
notation that it “shall arrive the 25" of October with 5 Riksdaler fine.”




Crown Post Handstamp Markings

Crown marking on letter internally dated April 28, 1777



Crown Post Handstamp Markings

Crown marking on letter to Ununge Church in 1793



Crown Post Manuscript and Handstamp Markings

Manuscript crowns sent from Lund, May 24, 1796.
The letter “S” indicates to the carrier in which direction to bear the letter.

Handstamp crowns on letter from Sédra Rojdasen,
January 23, 1807 with manuscript “Em bref” (official mail)



Crown Post Manuscript Marking on Feather Letter

Feathers were used on mail to denote emergency (express) delivery, in this case in
addition to the manuscript crown marking. Internal notes indicate the letter transited
four locations, all on the same date, December 23, 1808. 1) Brannestad,
Ostergotland; 2) Kumla, Orebro County; Thorlunda, Ostergotland; 4) Tornby,
Ostergotland.




Crown Post Handstamp Marking on Proclamation

Crown Post mailing of proclamation dated May 23, 1802 with pair of crown markings. The notice as
shown in the reduced first page announces the public auction of a property near Christianstad,
including the main building and several outlying structures.




Crown Post Handstamp Markings
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Crown Post letter with initial W
(Wijkman), sent from Ankarslof to
Nyboda, August 21, 1813. With
manuscript note, “Hogst angelaget
och maste dag och natt utan
fortskaffas” (Highest urgency and
must be conveyed day and night
without delay).
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Crown Post marking, sometimes described
as a “cat’s paw,” on royal proclamation
. concerning  importing  supplies by
: merchants and ship handlers, May 8, 1828.




Crown Post Manuscript Markings

Use of manuscript serpentine coils on 1) letter from Skofde to Stohlan, April 11,
1831, and 2) letter from Asen to Mélnbacka December 9, 1837, both with feather
fragments in wax seals on reverse.




Crown Post Handstamp Markings

Stampless folded letters that have one corner turned to the back indicated the mail
was that of 2 commoner rather than royalty or the clergy. Both covers bear crown
marks. The top one was sent to Rifvalofta January 27, 1834. The bottom cover was
sent December 23, 1841 to a gamekeeper in Landskrog. Its lower right corner was
originally folded back as shown by the crease. Manuscript “Angeliget” or “Urgent.”
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Crown Post Manuscript Markings

Crown Post feather letter with elaborate manuscript serpentine coil,
sent to Lerum, April 28, 1855. Both black and white feathers were
used to indicate the highest urgency with transit both day and night.




Military Mail Crown Post

Military letter sent from Krik February 8, 1762 to regimental clerk in Bredared,
discussing noncommissioned officer who was in debt. Crown marks contain the
letters F.B. for Fri Brev (free letter).




Military Mail Official Mail
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Two military letters addressed to Goteborg, c. 1780
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Military Mail Crown Post Feather Letter

Military feather letter with serpentine coil, dated March 20, 1828, and
endorsed, “Dispatch from Ferglanda 20 March at 6 o’clock and convey by
special military post to the Commander for No. 16 West Gotha Dahls
Regiment, Forstena” in West Tunhem.




The General Mail

Sweden’s General Mail was established in 1636 by Chancellor of the Realm Axel
Oxenstierna during the reign of Queen Christina. The remaining sections of the
exhibit are groupings by subject, generally in chronological order within each group.
The general mails are usually recognized with handwritten charter numbers in the
upper right corner of the cover. These numbers represent listings of the letters in the
records of the postal service.
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Letter to  military
college in Stockholm,
July 9, 1640, from
Conrad v. Falkenberg
(1591-1654) while he
was  Governor  of
Kalmar. Early use of
manuscript  “Franco”

(Paid).
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The General Mail

Complete letter from Malmo
to Engelholm, March 8, 1710.

9

Complete letter from Westeris
to Skara, October 13, 1741.
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The General Mail Turned Cover

General Mail cover used twice. First it was sent from Oviken to Ostersund March 19,
1832. It was then turned inside out and used to send a message to a magistrate in Hallen.




The B & F Crown Markings Crown B

From 1686 until 1708 the General Mail used two basic types of handstamps, consisting of a crown
over a capital B (Betalda or paid) or over a capital F (Fribrev or free letter). Within the types are
subtypes that differ in shape (oval vs round) and in the dimensions.

1686-1691

Stockholm to Rotterdam, March 19,
1687. Paid to Hamburg, with red due
markings to Amsterdam and then
Rotterdam.

1694-1696

1696 cover front to Orebro




The B & F Crown Markings Crown B

1696-1708

Two covers to Catlscrona, the bottom one dated internally 1707




The B & F Crown Markings Crown F

January-November 1686

Crown F (Fribrev or free letter) to Mariestad, 1686 above, and 1697 below (the
latter to Governor Harald Stromfelt who was governor 1695-1707).
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Straight Line Cancels Stockholm Ribbon

Sweden introduced place name cancellations in 1708 in Stockholm. The name
appeats in a sort of banner with curved ends known as a “ribbon.” A variety of the
ribbon markings were used from 1708 to 1751. The exhibited items have the year of
use where documented, followed by the known range of use.

1711 to Uppsala (1708-1718)

April 12, 1730 to Tavastehus, Finland (1 722-1730)




Straight Line Cancels Stockholm Ribbon
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(1731-1742)
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September 15, 1736 to

Tavastehus, Finland
(1733-1737)




Straight Line Cancels Stockholm Ribbon
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Straight Line Cancels Stockholm

The cities and towns of Sweden received the new straight line cancels in capital
letters beginning in 1819 (see following section). The exception was Stockholm,
which began using this type of undated cancel in the 1750s. Over the years a number
of varieties of the Stockholm canceller were used. Dates of use are shown in
parentheses.
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Above, July 15, 1755 to Tavastehus, Finland (1752-1771)
Below, letter dated August 17, 1756 (1752-1770)
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Straight Line Cancels Stockholm
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Above, (1770-1775)
Below, (1771-1780)




Straight Line Cancels Stockholm

Above, November 10, 1775 (1775-1787)
Below, January 30, 1812 (1779-1819)




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Avestad, Avesta

In 1819 Sweden introduced stronger undated straight line cancellations with the
town name in capital letters. They were used until 1830 when they were replaced
with the Arc cancellation. Folded letters or covers that contain actual dates are noted.

The cancel was spelled AVESTAD up until 1827 and then changed the following
year to AVESTA. Cover below is dated June 27, 1830 (late use).
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Borgholm, Boras

Borgholm cancel on printed proclamation, December 16, 1824




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Carlscrona, Carlshamn

Carlscrona January 21, 1821

Carlshamn December 3, 1828




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830

Cimbritshamn, Dahlaro

The manuscript “2” on the left indicates second weight step
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Ekesio, Ekolsund, Elfcarleby
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Enképing, Falkoping, Gefle
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Grenna, Helsingborg

Grenna May 28, 1824




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Hio, Hofva




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Hvetlanda, Horby

Horby August 31, 1827




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Kongsbacka, Képing
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Laholm, Landscrona

@/{ /&r?f S>> 7 %

A

ccﬁg‘m |

f%%%%y/

Ve

"2,




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 - Linkoping

Above: 35 mm marking used 1819-1825
Below: 40 mm marking used 1825-1830




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Malmkoping, Malmo
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Above, manuscript note that addressee was not there.




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Medevi, Nora
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Medevi letter July 10, 1830 (late use for marking)

/ ,"(: *v“ ()/.
/ W

mw
- o / J/%/ng/%/




Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Ramundeboda, Runneby
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Schenninge, Skeleftea
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Stringnis, Stromsholm
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Wadstena, Warnis, Waxholm
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Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830 Wimmerby

In black, May 20, 1820

In red, January 27, 1823
The red Wimmerby cancel was used October 1822 to March 1824. Six
examples are known. This is one of only three that are dated internally.




Ystad, As

Straight Line Cancels — 1819-1830

Ystad August 18, 1827




Arc Cancels o

The first dated cancellations of Sweden began to appear in the latter part of 1830.
They consisted of a single circle with the town name, the month and day in the lower
center, and the year numerals placed in curved format on both sides of the
month/day numbers. This distinguishes the cancellation from the later Circle
cancelers that had the year date in horizontal format. In some cases the Arc cancels
were used as late as 1869. The specific petiods of use for each cancel are shown.
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Above (1830-33)
Below (1834-35)




Arc Cancels Askersund

Above (1830-33)
Below (1834-38)




Ao il Avestad

Above, spelled AWESTAD (1830-34)
Below, spelled AVESTAD (1834-48)
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Arc Cancels Borgholm, Boras

Above, (1830-35)

Below, very worn marking dated three days before last known use (1834-37)




Arc Cancels Christianstad
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Arc Cancels Thaiins
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Arc Cancels | Ekesjo

Above (1830-33)

Below (1834-38), Registered




Arc Cancels

Above, (1840-55)

Below, (1847-56)

Fahlun



Arc Cancels

Letter dated December 31, 1837 (cancel used 1834-38), registered,
“In Specie Recommenderas,” i.e. letter contained cash.
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Arc Cancels

Above, (1830-32)

Below, (1834-35)




Arc Cancels 7 Hedemora, Hern6sand, Hjo

(1830-34) >

1 (1830-33)

(1834-38) >




Arc Cancels

Above, used 1835 only

Below (1830-33)




Arc Cancels Marstrand, Mora

Above, (1830-33)

Below, (1834-38)




Arc Cancels ' | Nykoping, Pithea

Above, registered, “Recommenderas in Specie” (1830-33)

Below, (1830-33)




Arc Cancels Ramundaboda, Runneby

Above, (1834-38)

Below, (1830-33)
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Arc Cancels | Sala, Skofde

Above, (1830-33) with “urgent” notation

Below, (1830-33)




Arc Cancels Sollebrunn

Above, (1830-33)

Below, (1834-38)




Arc Cancels Stockholm
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Arc Cancels Strengnis, Stromstad

Above, (1834-38)

To Denmark, used 1830 only l
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Arc Cancels

Sither, S6dertelje
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Above, (1 834-38)

Below, (1830-33)




Arc Cancels Umea

Above, (1830-31)

Below, (1834-36)




Arc Cancels Westerwik, Wik

Above, (1830-32)

Below, (1830-33)




Arc Cancels Aby, As

=

Above, (1834-37)

Below, (1830-33)




Box Cancels Precursor, Pitea

By the mid 1830s when the Arc Cancellations were being widely used, a new type of
dated handstamp postal marking was adopted to replace the Arc design. The first
box (rectangular) cancels were introduced in 1830 in Stockholm for Free (official)
Mail. The new box cancels, with their bold easy-to-read town names in capital letters
and the more legible dates, were gradually sent to the town and city post offices to
replace the Arc type. These cancels are also found on covers bearing postage stamps
from 1855 on. The Box cancels remained in use in some cases into the 1860s.

Manuscript cancellation january 4, 1836 at Pited in the format of a box cancel. The
arc canceller was returned but the replacement box canceller had not yet arrived.
Possibly unique.




Box Cancels Askersund

Above design used 1851-60, with “Urgent” marking

Below, (1848-59)




Box Cancels Borgholm

Above, (1852-56)

Below, scarce “Post Station” marking (1844-50)




Box Cancels Carlskrona

Above, (1840-42)

To Finland with spelling “Carlscrona” (1844-48) and
marked FRANCO GRANSEN for paid to the border.
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Box Cancels Carlstad

Above, returned to Stockholm, and below, registered.

Marking used 1848-52




Box Cancels Chistianstad

Above, (1839-44)

Below, (1853-56)




Box Cancels Chistinehamn, Dalaro
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Above, (1852-55)

Below, (1850-57) in blue
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Box Cancels Déderhultsvik, Ekesjo

Above, (1838-48)

Below, (1853-57)




Box Cancels Ekolsund, Engelholm

Above, (1838-55)

Below, (1838-43)

|



Box Cancels Enko6ping, Eskilstuna

Above, (1838-48)
Both with “Angeliget” (Urgent)
Below, (1852-58)




Box Cancels Falkenberg, Firosund

Falkenberg (1839-45) arrival mark with manuscript “Unpaid from
Goteborg, Due 5 sk bco”

Below, Firosiind (1852-64) to Flensburg, Denmark (Schleswig-
Holstein)




Box Cancels Gefle, Gysinge

Above, (1835-40)

Below, (1851-58)




Box Cancels Gotheborg

(1842-45) on reverse of letter from Gothenburg to London via Hull, with Hull
transit and London arrival markings.




Box Cancels Halmstad

Above, (1839-43) registered

Below, (1847-58)




Box Cancels Hoganias, Horby

Above, (1854-55) in blue

Below, (1839-57)




Box Cancels | Jonkoping

l (1853-55), late use, frame worn away




Box Cancels
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Above, (1838-47)

Below, (1847-51), registered
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Box Cancels Lulea, Lund

Above, (1836-39)

Below, (1853-55) in blue




Box Cancels
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Above, (1851-55)

Below, (1855-59) last year of use, to Finland with manuscript Franco marking. Stockholm -
transit on reverse. Finnish markings FRANCO in oval and arrival marking ANK.
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Box Cancels Qvarsebo, Runneby

Above, (1838-51) with ms. “Hogst angelaget” or “Highest urgency”

Below, (1838-55) letter dated February 9, struck twice, possibly to correct the cancel date

»




Box Cancels

Above, (1838-46), year date digits handwritten
Below, (1847-52)

Sala



Box Cancels Thorshalla

Above, (1838-54)

Below, (1845-55), ms. “Franco”




Box Cancels Ulricehamn

Above, (1838-50)

Below, (1852-55), in green
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Box Cancels Waldemarswik, Warnis

Above, (1850-57)

Below, (1838-50)




Free Letter Cancels Semicircular Nykoping

Many free letters were simply marked in the lower left Fr Br for Fri Brev or Free
Letter. However, several special cancels with the FR BR abbreviations were used
during the 1850s and 1860s. This one in semicircular design was used at Nykoping
from 1823 to 1833. Two undated letters to Goteborg and Fahlun.
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Free Letter Cancels Box Stockholm
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Above, 1835 box Stockholm Free Letter cancel used 1834-1837. Below, 1844 box
Stockholm marking used from 1838 to 1851, in this case on a mourning cover
announcing the death of Carl XIV Johan on March 8, 1844.




Free Letter Cancels

Circle Stockholm
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Above, 1853 with blue circle Stockholm Free Letter cancel used 1852-1858. Below,
1859 circle Stockholm marking used from 1859 to 1860, in this case on a mourning
cover announcing the death of King Oscar I on July 8, 1859.




Postage Due Handstamp Markings

Postage due handstamp markings in Sweden began in the 1850s except for the Obetalt (Unpaid) marking
applied at Helsingborg for mail coming in from abroad that was paid only to Denmark. In the 1850s and beyond,

handstamp due markings were used locally in Stockholm, for steamship mail at Uddevalla, and in various
denominations of skilling, riksdaler and 6re, primarily on unpaid mail arriving from abroad.

Letter dated April 9, 1844 sent from Hamburg to Géteborg via K.S. & N. P.A.
(Royal Swedish and Norwegian Post Office in Hamburg) and paid to Helsingborg

(manuscript “frco. Helsingborg”). At Helsingborg the letter received the boxed
OBETALT FR. / DANNEMARK / H:BORG 12 APR. 44 marking.



Postage Due Stockholm

Above, 4 skilling octagonal mark (used 1856-1858) on letter from Upsala to
Stockholm, with manuscript “Angel.” or “Urgent.” Below circular 12 6re mark (used
1858-1860) on letter from Karlshamn to Stockholm.




Postage Due Uddevalla

Above, August 28, 1857 letter from Marstrand to Uddevalla handstamped with “by
steamship” 4 skilling due mark (used 1857-1858), and below, May 28, 1859 letter
from Géteborg to Uddevalla with steamship due skilling marking, (used 1858-1859.)
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Postage Due Skilling Markings

Above, 1857 letter from Liibeck to Stockholm with 15 skilling due (1856-1858) and

below, 1855 letter from Barcelona via Paris and Ystad to Stockholm with 24 skilling
mark (1855-1858).




Postage Due Helsingborg

&«
18 6re due (1858-1865),
Copenhagen to Landskrona
with oval steamship from

Denmark marking

>
25 ore due (1866-1872),
Helsingor to Finland

&
36 6re due (1858-1865)

Copenhagen to Goteborg




Postage Due Stockholm

Due markings applied in Stockholm. 60 6re (1859-1870) on 1865 letter and “prices
current” from London, sent “via Ostend.” 63 o6re (1858-1866) on letter from
Hamburg with double-ring KSPA mark used for mail sent via Stettin. Boxed
Stockholm arrival with worn frame.




Postage Due Stockholm

Due markings applied in Stockholm. 45 6re on 1861 letter from Hamburg with
boxed K.S.P.A. (D) (1860-1865) for mail sent via Denmark, and 54 6re non-
denominated marking (1865-1870) on 1867 cover from Merseburg, Germany, with
OBETALDT (unpaid) mark used form 1866 on.
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Postage Due From France
Scarce Hamburg marking

72 (non-denominated) 6re marking (1859-1868) applied on letters from France.
Routed via Hamburg and Copenhagen to Uddevalla in January 1860. The boxed
K.S.P.A. / D. without HAMBURG mark was used only during January 1860.




Postage Due Stockholm

Postage due markings applied in Stockholm. 90 6re (1859-1865) on January 28, 1862
letter from Amsterdam with faint red Amsterdam CDS of same date. Oval and
boxed Hamburg transit on reverse

108 non-denominated 6re (1858-1865) on 1859 letter from London via Hamburg
with St. P.A. (Stadt Post Amt) transit mark.



Postage Due From France

Non-denominated 144 6re marking, both manuscript and handstamp (1859-1868) on
1860 letter from Paris via Hamburg to Géteborg.




Foreign Mails Transit Markings

This section shows examples of the treatment of foreign mails to and from Sweden
with emphasis on transit markings and some arrival marks. The transit marks include
Swedish ones as well as several that denote Swedish mails. The presentation is
chronological.

1824 letter from Stockholm to Paris. Stralsund was a port in northern Germany that
had a Swedish postal agent. Endorsements include ms. “via Ystad” and handstamped
“frco. Stralsund” (paid to Stralsund). Stralsund handstamp transit, red CPR 5 for
Correspondence Prussienne Rayon 5 (district).



Foreign Mails Transit Markings
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1834 letter from Liverpool to Pernau in what was then Russia. Liverpool 206 mileage
dispatch date stamp. Straight line G6theburg transit stamp.




Foreign Mails Transit/Arrival Marking

1825 from Riga to Sweden, ms. routing via Abo, the Finnish port on
the southwest coast of Finland and Eckero in what is now Aland.
Transit or arrival hand stamp at Grislehamn.



Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1834 Genoa, Italy to Jacobstad, Finland. Endorsed “via Hamburg & Stockholm.”
Straight line GENOVA in red, backstamped Berlin and Hamburg. K.S. & N. P. C.
Hamburg (Royal Swedish & Norwegian Post Office in Hamburg). Grislehamn arc

cancel transit.




Foreign Mails Transit Marking
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1836 Liverpool to Jacobstad, Finland, via Hamburg. Boxed “Paid at Liverpool.” On
reverse St. P. A. (Hamburg City Post Office), and boxed K.S. & N.P.C. Hamburg.

Handstamp at Greifswald, port in northern Germany where Sweden had a postal
agent. Grisslehamn arc transit mark.



Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1836 letter Bergen, Norway to Nice,
France with Stromstad arc cancel transit.
Ms. “Marittime” and “fr. Hamburg.”
Hamburg way mark and red oval LT
(Letter Transit). On reverse, boxed K.S.
& N. P.C. 24 June.

1838 Bergen, Norway to Copenhagen.
Boxed Stromstad transit and ms. “betalt til
Helsingor” (paid to Helsingor).




Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1845 Finland to Stockholm with straight line Cyrillic Helsingfors (Helsinki) and red Grisslehamn arc transit mark.

1858 from Franzensbad in German Bohemia to Linképing. Leipzig and Hamburg way
marks on reverse, ms. “via Stralsund” and arc Helsingborg transit.




Foreign Mails Transit Marking




Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1848 Cette, France to Helsinki, Finland via Hamburg and Sweden, with boxed Stockholm
transit, differentiated from Stockholm box cancel by narrow box and month in letters
rather than numerals.




Foreign Mails Arrival Marking
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1848 letter from Liibeck, Germany (internal dateline) to Stockholm, endorsed “per
Steamship Gauthiod,” with red boxed Stockholm artival. The atrival marking is
distinguished from the transit mark by the larger box.



Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1858 letter from Brussels to Link6ping via Hamburg with Helsingborg arc transit.




Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1858 letter from Stockholm (internal dateline) to Bordeaux endorsed for ship Szea via
Lubeck. The boxed “K.B. aus Schweden” (Kasten Brief) was a Prussian marking to
indicate the mail was received from the Swedish ship where it had been placed in a letter

box prior to departure.



Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1862 from Liibeck to Abo, Finland with Helsingborg and Stockholm transit.




Foreign Mails Delivery Marking

1866 from Rio de Janeiro to Stockholm via London and Libeck. The Stockholm TUR
“cancel” (3 mm letters) is actually a delivery marking designating first delivery of the day.




Foreign Mails Arrival Marking

1869 letter from St. Petersburg, Russia to Stockhom via ship Dagmar.
Stockholm Kontroll Kontoret (Control Office) arrival.



Foreign Mails Transit Marking

1870 parcel letter from Cassel (present day Kassel, Germany) via
Denmark to Stockholm with boxed Malmé parcel transit mark. Endorsed
“Herewith 1 parcel.”




