Early Mail and Stampless Letter Postal Markings of Sweden

This marcophily exhibit tells the story of postal markings used in Sweden, primarily
before the introduction of adhesive postage. The time period is from the 17" century to the
mid-19" century, although some examples of stampless covers extending into the 1860s
are included. This study explores the early types of mail including messenger mail, crown
post, military mail, and general mail. Some manuscript markings are also identified. Key
items have boxed text.

Messenger Mail (hand-delivered): Folded letter, Lifland (Livonia)
to Stockholm, November 12, 1611
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Plan General Mail (cont’d)
Messenger Mail (Courier Post) Straight line cancels
Crown Post Arc cancel
Manuscript and handstamp markings Box cancels
Military mail Free letter cancels
General Mail Postage due

B and F markings Foreign mails




Proclamation, 1725 Official announcements or government edicts

“RESOLUTION of his Royal Majesty and the Chancery Board of the Realm Concerning the Filling
of Proposals and Accounts of Postal Administrators / and Clearance of Funds. Stockholm 13 April

1725. By Grace and Privilege of His Royal Majesty. Stockholm, given at the Royal Printing Office by
Johan Henr. Werner, Director of all Printing Plants in the Realm.”
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)

The oldest form of mail delivery was by private messenger or relayed via agents.
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Circa 1600 to Hieronymus von
Birchholtz (1570- 1618) marked

Cito. Cito. Cito. (Latin for fast,
Le., urgent)
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Sent from Stockholm

August 4, 1605
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)
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Above: to the Court Martial in Stockholm, October 7, 1635

Below: to the War Council in Stockholm, June 5, 1635
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)
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April 25, 1634 to His Excellency the
Royal Grand Chancellor Axel
Oxenstierna, who was instrumental in
establishing the General Post in
Sweden in 1636.
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Messenger Mail (Kurirpost)

To Stockholm, April 20, 1649

To the Admiralty in Stockholm with Citto (Urgent) markings, 1664
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Crown Post or Mail (Kronopost)

The Crown Post consisted of communications sent by royalty or government officials and dates
from the 17" century until 1873 when official correspondence was taken over by the General Post
Office. The mail was identified with hand drawn crowns (usually three) and later with handstamp

crown markings. The manuscript notation evolved into three or more curves or loops with a line
drawn through, sometimes referred to as a coil or meander.

Above: complete crown post letter internally dated July 3, 1744

Below: 18" century crown post penalty letter to Kjilleberg with
notation that it “shall arrive the 25" of October with 5 Riksdaler fine.”




Crown Post Handstamp Markings

Crown marking on letter internally dated April 28, 1777



Crown Post Handstamp Markings

Crown marking on letter to Ununge Church in 1793



Crown Post Manuscript and Handstamp Markings

Manuscript crowns sent from Lund, May 24, 1796.
The letter “S” indicates to the carrier in which direction to bear the letter.

Handstamp crowns on letter from Sédra Rojdasen,
January 23, 1807 with manuscript “Em bref” (official mail)



Crown Post Manuscript Marking on Feather Letter

Feathers were used on mail to denote emergency (express) delivery, in this case in
addition to the manuscript crown marking. Internal notes indicate the letter transited
four locations, all on the same date, December 23, 1808. 1) Brannestad,
Ostergotland; 2) Kumla, Orebro County; Thorlunda, Ostergotland; 4) Tornby,
Ostergotland.



































































