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OLD EUROPE (DANUBIAN CIVILIZATION)

For long scholars assumed that the art of writing was invented in the 4th mill. B.C, either in Egypt (hiero-
glyphics) or in Mesopotamia (cuneiforms). This assumption might be challenged today by archeological
findings made in Europe along the river Danube and its tributaries, streching deep into the Balkans, the

site of the so called Danubian Civilization, between 6th -3rd mill. B.C. Clay tablets and sherds of pottery,

bearing different kind of sign symbols, may indicate some kind of an early writing system.

Artifacts from the Danubian Civilization, also called Vinca-Tordos culture
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The contentious Tartaria
tablets.

About 2500 BC, on the island of Crete, in the Aegean Sea, arose a

semble those of the Danubian Civilization. The Cretan Kingdom
streched far north, including parts of mainland Greece.
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Tartaria tablets, 5500 BC, named after the finding place in Tran-
sylvania. The script, a combination of pictographs and symbols,
might be the oldest writing system of humanity. However, all
scholars don’t agree about the status of the signs. Notice; the tab-
lets show startling similarities with Sumerian symbols! (see also

Mesopotamia).
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Crete Knossos, remnants of Mural painting from

the palace. the palace.

Crete was the center of the Minoan Civilization. In the royal palace of Knossos there was a need of a
script to keep the records of the palace burocracy in this highly developed society. Most of the written
material comes from the archive of the later destroyed palace. Alongside the Linear scripts an indepen-
dent hieroglyphic script was also in use on the island.
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The highly

original
Cretan

hieroglyphs.
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E! Also the island of Cyprus belonged
| to the realm of literacy and invented
L : own writing systems. The Cyprosyl-
KYNPOE KIBRIS CYPRUS _B0J labic script, 11th-4th BC, consists of
55 symbols,each of them representing a
Bronze tablet from Idalion. The most important syllable.

document in Cyprosyllabic script.
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EGYPT

Queen Nefertari presents offerings to the goddess Isis.

Egyptian tomb-painting, 13" cent. B.C.




H istory Oﬁ (}(}rr‘ﬁng

EGYPT

Hieroglyphic writing, a combination of pictures and symbols, was invented in the 31st cent. B.C. The
writing is mostly ideographic, one symbol one word, but the symbols can also stand for phonetic values,
mostly consonants or group of consonants. Thus the picture of a serpent also signifies the sound “f”,
because in Old Egyptian(Coptic) the word for viper is “fy”. There are also determinatives, signs without
phonetic value. In its earliest stage there were about 700 diff. symbols which finally increased to ab. 5000
in Greco-Roman period.
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According to
Egyptian my-
thology it was
the god Thoth,
the patron of
: scribes, who
- invented writ-
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By compairing the royal names Ptolemees and Cleopatra
it was possible to establish the exact phonetic value of
several hieroglyphic signs, occuring in both names. This
knowledge was a breakthrough in the process of deci-
phering.

Thoth, with the-
head of an ibis.
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The impressive hieroglyphic script was mostly painted or carved on tombs,
temples and monuments.








































































































































































































































