Ancient Civilizations

Egypt
ANCIENT EGYPT

In all times there has been a great fascination concerning the ancient Egyptian Civilization along
the Holy River Nile, with its huge pyramids, sphinxes, temples, gods and pharaohs. Why did
they build the pyramids and all the other stupendous monuments still so well preserved? What
kind of gods did they adore? What was the role of the pharaohs and their beautiful wives? Let
us discover this unique and splendid civilization which lasted for more than 3000 years, compri-
sing 30 Dynasties and ending dramatically with the death of Queen Cleopatra in the year 30 B.C.

Chronology

Archaic Period 3050-2705 BC (1st-2nd Dyn)
Old Kingdom 2705-2213 BC (3rd-8th Dyn.)
Middle Kingdom 2061-1668 BC (11th-13th Dyn.)
New Kingdom 1560-1070 BC (18th-20th Dyn.)
Greek Period 332 - 30BC ( Ptolemaic Dyn)
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The River Nile

In Ancient Egypt, all life emanated from the
River Nile. All the historic remnants and
touristic sights are to be found alongside
or in the proximity of the life-giving river.
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There is a line of development in building Pyramids. Originally a king was buried
in a so called mastaba tomb, a massiv building with a subterrancan burial chamber.

To make a mastaba more impressive . several
steps were built upon it. The first Step Pyramid
was erected in Saqqara, some time after 2630 B.C.
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Maidum Step

A mastaba g Saqqara. the Pyramid.Two
first Step of its steps
Pyramid have collapsed.

Finally, the geometrically perfect pyramids were achicved.
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All monuments of Ancient Egypt make part of humanity’s "World Heritage"
as proclaimed by the UN, here Abu Mena, The Sphinx and Thebe (Luxor).

The subsidiary buildings near
the Step Pyramid, used for the
celebration of the Sed festival,
represent the earliest Egyptian
stone architecture.

Imhotep was the
architect of the first
Step Pyramid. As the
chancellor of king
Djoser, he was later
to be deified.

Of the "Seven Wonders of the World"
in the Antique World, the Pyramids
at Giza is the only one still existing.
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The most famous Pyramids are those at Giza, named after the Pharaohs who were
buried in them; Cheops(Khufu) to the right 146m high, Chefren(Khafre) 143.5m
and the smallest one, Mykerinos(Menkaure) 65,5m.
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Mykerinos Chefren

Cheops
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The Sphinx, which stands in
front of the Pyramids, was
to protect the kings' tombs
against harm and intruders.
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The Sphinx has a
human face,
representing wisdom
and the body of a lion,
which stands for
strenght. It is carved
out of one single block
of rock and measures
75,5m long and 20m
high.
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The portrait of the Sphinx is said to be that of Pharaoh Cheops. The face is turned
inst the rising oreeting it every morning. Cheops was also honored as a God.
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At the time of the Pyramid building, rulers of the Old Kingdom made their capital at Memphis in

Lower Egypt. Later on, Thebes, in Upper Egypt. with the temples of Karnak and Luxor, gradually
became the most important ceremonial and economical center, site of royal residences, temples and
tombs.
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§ numerous gates
& inside Karnak

temple.

KARNAK SOUND & LIGHT

The Karnak and Luxor temples were connected by a processional avenue, 3 km long, lined by
ram-headed Sphinxes every 15 m. on both sides. Karnak was in fact a huge temple area, under
construction for 2000 years, a conglomerate of walls, obelisks, columns, statues, stelae and
decorated blocks.

Inner part of Luxor temple with statues.
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Luxor Temple
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The Luxor temple on the easter
side of the river Nile, in Thebes.
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Opposite Karnak and Luxor, on the other side of the Nile, in Western Thebes, was the site of
the mortuary temples in the New Kingdom, 1550-1070 B.C., with places like Valley of the
Queens (Deir el-Bahri) and Valley of the Kings.

The Memnon Colossi, 20 high, today
standing alone, but once placed in front
of the entrance of the temple of
Amenophis 111, now completely gone.In The fully restaured temple of
the background the Valley of the Hatchepsut with its unique free-standing

Queens with Hatchepsut's temple. terraced structure.
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Inside the Luvor Temple.

The Valley of the Kings is an anid, barren place.
Everything of interest is to be found under the

Ramesseum, the mortuary temple of Ramses II. In the back-
givund, the Fafley uf the Qheeens.
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Lieographical onentation around
Thebes (today s Luxor], with the
most important ceremonial places
during the New Kingdom period.
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Behind the mountain in the background, you wd the | alley of the Kings.

!‘rl
ﬂ =
Iy
e
£ ]

) l-h |.-

AN BERLLT VHETYTRITE
EGYPTE: fewi

Sk AT
FamTT .ql =l




Abncient Civilizations

Egypt

Monuments

The Island of Philae, south
of Aswan, is among the
most romantic places in
Egypt. It's the site of the
latest survival of Ancient
Egyptian religious
practicing. Hieroglyphic
writing was used here last
time in 394 A.D. Demotic
in 452.
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As a result of the building of the High Dam at
Aswan, the temples on the original Philae Island
have been dismantled and reerected on the
nearby island of Agilkia.

The Trajan kiosk.

The entrance of the great temple. Besides the main temple, there
are several minor temples too on
the island.
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Today very little
colour is left on

Originally the inner parts of the temple were colourfully the columns.

decorated. Lithograph from 1838 by D. Roberts.

Thiere are nunicrouRiiuporint tenples all Kalabsha, the largest free-standing temple,

along the river Nile, here three of them.
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Ko-Ombo nrt_h o.f.. Asw Ramesseum, the mortuary temple of

Ramesses II. in Western Thebes.
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Abu Simbel is located on the west bank of the Nile, in Upper Egypt, 270 km south of Aswan. It
consists of two parts, The Great Temple and the Small Temple, making together an extraordinary
artistic beauty. built under the great pharaoh (Ramesses) Ramses II, ab. 1250 BC.

The Great Temple.
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The Small Temple.

The Great Temple with

the four colossal seated The Small Temple is consecrated to
statues of Ramses. the goddess Hathor and Ramses' wife,
Qeen Nefertari, but four of the statues
represent Ramses as a boy.

RAMSES 11 G590 petenn,
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The internal part of The central part of the
the temple is Small Temple.

carved out of the
rock. Inside, in the
great pillared hall,
there are eight
colossal statues of
Ramses, four on

In the innermost part of the Great
Temple, in the sanctuary, there are four
seated statues, representing the three
most important state gods of the period.
The fourth is Ramses himself. Twice a
year, the first sunrays illuminate the face
of the pharaoh.

































































































