Allied fighter aircraft operations 1939-1945

THE MAIN ALLIED COUNTRIES STRUGGLE TO DOMINATE
THE THIRD DIMENSION OF THE BATTLEFIELD; THE AIR
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The rare provisional “Censor/ Lt Air Corps” censor mark, recorded by Richard Helbock
in his “Passed by Army censor” handbook (2006), on 30/11 1942 only. There are also
“US Army Forces In Australia No. 53" and “Theater Censor No. 5” censor marks and
a censor label on this unusually triple censored free mail letter with return address of
the 49th Fighter Group, based at Port Moresby, New Guinea, in November 1942.

One example of the development of Allied air power during World War Il is the US 49th Fighter Group.
From a modest start at Selfridge Field, Michigan, in the end of 1940, it was transferred to Australia at
the start of 1942 and began operations against the Japanese. By war's end, the 49th Fighter Group's
pilots had destroyed 668 enemy aircraft, becoming the highest scoring US fighter group in the Pacific.

A fighter aircraft is designed to hunt and destroy enemy aircraft in the air.
The fighter aircraft evolved during World War | when scout planes were
armed with guns and then started to engage each other in aerial battles.
It was however during World War Il that air power grew in importance to
the degree that it became very difficult, if not impossible, to win battles if
you did not also dominate the third dimension of the battlefield, the air.
This exhibit gives you the history of the main Allied countries struggle to
dominate the air during World War IlI, by telling you the story of the
main weapon that was used to reach that goal, the fighter aircraft.
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1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...
a. ... in the worldwide British Commonwealth.

The most numerous fighter in Great Britain is the Hawker Hurricane
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... In the Royal Air Force in September 1939 with
: = -t armament consisting of, for its time, the large
The Hawker Hurricane is the most important fighter ... number of eight wing m
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About 500 Hurricanes
e : ES ; » | are flying with the RAF
A very early postal item from the RAF, a censored Air Force voting registration postal card p/m Fighter Command led

22/4 1918, only about 3 weeks after its formation. Signed on the reverse “Thomas Llewelyn, 3rd by Hugh Dowding.
air mech, RAF 57 squadron, a WW1 Western front fighter— and later bomber-reconnaissance unit. e

The Hurricane is the first monoplane fighter in the
RAF since its formation in April 1918 by merging the
Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service.

Hawker Fury
Handley Page

Heyford
Third of six
illustrations by

Peter Hutton on

Military Aircraft

Printed by %
Harrison & C]
Sons Limited

The 1 030 hp Rolls Royce ‘Hawker Hart incorrectly identified as Hawker Fury.

Merlin engine provides a The basic design of the Hurricane is largely based on Hawkers earlier
top speed of 550 km/h. wooden/metal biplanes, many still in use in the British Commonwealth.




1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

a. ... In the worldwide British Commonwealth.

The best British fighter is the Supermarine Spitfire

DESIGNER OF THE SPITFIRE

: 20th MAY 1995 -
; SOUTHAMPTON |

The most modern RAF fighter available is the Supermarine Spifire, a The agile Spitfire is of all metal construction.
design by Reginald Mitchell that has still not been built in large numbers.

Just like the Hurricane it is powered by the Rolls Royce built Merlin engine ... - cgm’es thesmes s
machine gun armament.
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The elliptical wing makes the Spitfire easy to identify even from a distance and also gives it very good flying characteristics.




1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

a. ... in the worldwide British Commonwealth.

The number of British pilots is rapidly increasing

MrIttary Post Oﬂ‘ ice Calro arrrval postmark (m use 26/4 1937-29/9 1939) on a registered parcel tag sent from
RAF HOQ India 23/1 1939 to RAF HQ Middle East. New Delhi registered label and addresses on reverse.

With the outbreak of war, the demand for many more pilots at the RAF bases worldwide becomes really urgent and ...
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Free mail letter with censor label from the 23 Service Flying Training School,
Southern Rhodesia, sent to Norwell, Massachusetts, redirected to Cambridge.

... Southern RhodeS|a becomes a base for many new military flying schools.

Canada ... and the

is another number of
country heavily pilots in
involved in the the RAF
air training is quickly

programme ... increasing.




1. Atthe outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ..

b. ... in the military focused Soviet Union.

Aviation is highlighted in Soviet propaganda

T
4 Record breaking
4 flights in the late
: 1930°s are
1 heavily used
4 in Soviet
1 propaganda ...
: ... and the aviators involved

like Valery Chkalov become
icons for the Soviet youth.
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The many')wlbung men and also women inspired by the propaganda are trained to obtain a civilian pilot's
licence and at the same time provide a numerically strong reserve of pilots for the Red Air Force.
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NON-STOP MOSCOW, RUSSIA
TO THE SAN JACINTO VALLEY,

The Soviet North ... not only used to impress the Soviet people, they are also a way for the
Pole flights are ... Soviet Union to show the World the progression of the Communist state.




At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

b. ... In the military focused Soviet Union.

Military production is top priority for communist Russia
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The aim for Soviet aircraft designers like Seymon Lavochkin is to bfd\}ide the
World's largest army, the Red Army, with fighter aircraft in huge quantities.

-~ | The aircraft of the Red Army Air Force are built mainly by wood to save on the
1 scarce raw materials like aluminium and to make them easy to mass produce.

Stamp made from wood veneer
Switzerland 2004
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They are built to survive in harsh climate, operating from airfields without hangars and very rudimentary runways.




At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

b. ...In the military focused Soviet Union.

Soviet construction bureaus are working on new fighter prototypes
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... the Polikarpov [-15
biplane with fixed
landing gear and ...
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... the Polikarpov |-16, both
built in massive numbers
but soon outdated.
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The end of the 1930's sees Soviet construction bureaus working on
modern successors to the old fighter aircraft with open cockpits like ...

The MiG design bureau
is now started with the
MiG-1, first in a long
line of fighter aircraft.
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Alexander Yakovlev, the distinguished designer of trainer aircraft like the standard trainer for the Red Air
Force, the Yakovlev UT-2, now also switches focus and becomes a successful designer of fighter aircraft.




1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

b. ... In the military focused Soviet Union.

Soviet aircraft manufacturers are provided with German research results
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Unigue archive card of a franking machine from the archive of the Francotyp franking machine company.
The Reichswerke AG fiir Erzbergbau und Eisenhiitten ,, Hermann Goring “ was the first of a large group of
companies owned by the German state and created to increase the production of iron, weapons and machines.

With the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact in August 1939 Germany become an unexpected ally to the
Soviet Union. Secrets of the German rearmament programme, where Hermann Goring is a key figure both as
commander of the Luftwaffe and as a strong promoter of the arms industry, is now shared with the Soviet Union.
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1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

.. in the industrialized United States.

American aircraft production is rapidly rising
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Meter slogan proof printed on manufacturers proof paper.

American aviation companies have good times in the end of the 1930°s, like
the Wright Aeronautical Corporation, who is a major engine manufacturer.

There is also a large
demand for military
trainer aircraft.
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Punched proof

The North American Aviation compariy starts to receive large

orders for the AT-6 Texan trainer from air forces worldwide
and eventually almost 15 500 Texans will be built.

The Vultee Corporation at Vultee Field
are also receiving export orders
for their military designs.
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Fancy star cancel 1875

Though a lot of US aircraft are exported, many remain in their manufacturing
country painted with the national symbol, the five-pointed starin aring, ...

“*Stearman 8

... as America starts to build
up its air power again.
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1. Atthe outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

.. in the industrialized United States.

The US Army Air Corps is building up its fighter strength

Joseph W. Roberts
Post Office Box 107
Moundsville, WV 26041

James Meadows

c/o Unit 3 Hospital (R)
Prizren, Kosovo,
YUGOSLOVIA.
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Eddie Rickenbacker stamp and h/s “Returned to sender Service temporarily suspended” on a 60 cent air mail rate
letter to Kosovo in May 1999. NATO was then bombing Yugoslavia to force president Milosevi¢ to withdraw his
troops from Kosovo and the letter was returned to the addressee with p/m “Moundsville 3/6 1999 on reverse.

During World War | many American pilots like famous fighter ace Eddie Rickenbacker were flying French
planes but in 1939 the US Army Air Corps no longer have to depend on aircraft from foreign manufacturers.
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The P-40 from the Curtiss Wright Corporation is among the new fighter aircraft behind the pilot ..

ordered to equip the new American air bases that are being built, as well as ...
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... and the twin-engined

Lockheed P-38 Lightning ... .. all of them modern looking all metal constructions.
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1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter units are still being built up ...

C. ... in the industrialized United States.

The Grumman F4F Wildcat becomes the main US Navy fighter

The Wildcat is
the first mono-
plane fighter in
the US Navy.

In 1939 the Grumman F4F Wildcat makes its first flight and very soon
the US Navy is placing its first order on the type.

‘ VANUAT | Itwill soon
S A | join the air
-| groups of the
| new carriers
‘| being built ...

R.S. HFosgter,
1604 Laurel Ave.,
Bridgeport, Conn.

——’

Error cancel USS Earatoga (in use 1929-31) instead of USS Saratoga on a 2 cent domestic surface mail rate letter.
Rated “C” for scarce in the “Catalog of United States Naval Postmarks” handbook (1997) edited by David A. Kent.

Another older carrier soon equipped with Wildcats is the USS Saratoga, rebuilt from a battle cruiser hull 1922-25.
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... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

a. ... during the retreat and evacuation in France.

British fighter tactics are inferior to German fighter tactics
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' ... together with British Hurricane

pilots that fly into combat in

When Hitler invades France in May 1940 pilots of the large but dated French b 2 )
tactically inferior V-formations.

Armeée de I"Air meet the Luftwaffe in air battles trying to halt their advance ...
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of the first fighter

units in the world.

... Oswald Boelcke, the creator of the German fighter units of WW1, commander of Jagdstaffel 2 and also named the
“Father of air fighting tactics”. His rules for air combat, the Dicta Boelcke, are fundamental reading for every fighter pilot.

In air combat between fighters
this formation is far superior to
the tight British formations.

In the Condor Legion during the Spanish civil war German pilots have taken
the legacy of Boelcke a step further with the “finger four” formation, based on
two pairs of aircraft, each with a flight leader who is covered by his wingman.
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2.

.. and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

.. during the retreat and evacuation in France.

The Messerschmitt Bf 109 is superior to the Hawker Hurricane

2000 JAHRE AUGSBURG .
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e @% ... with the larger and slower
% ' ’:_?, Hurricanes, that are also ...
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The Messerschmitt Bf 109 is equipped with a 1 200 hp

Daimler Benz engine with direct fuel injection, allowing

negative-g manoeuvres and tight dives in air battles .... ... too few as Hugh Dowding
keeps most of them in the U.K..
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Onlv three items are recorded of the RAF censor /s type R26 (21/2-12/3 1940) in the “Censor-
ship in the RAF” handbook (2015) by Colley, Garrard and Muchall. Here is a fourth item, p/m
as late as 23/3 1940. Type R26 was used at Perpignan in southern France where Fairey Battle
bomber crews were sent to practice night flying training during the winter of 1939-1940.

The Hurricanes are not able to stop the German air offensive and also fail to protect the Fairey Battle
bombers attacking the German advance. They are forced to operate at night with very poor results.
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2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

.. during the retreat and evacuation in France.

The Supermarine Spitfire is almost equal to the Messerschmitt Bf 109

THE GAMBIA ’@

SPITFIRE MK.1a OF FLT. LT. FRANK HOWELL 1840 ss 2

The Supermarine Spitfire joins
the Hawker Hurricane
in larger numbers ...

.. and prove be very similar in
speed and flying performance
to the Messerschmitt fighter ..

.. when they meet in combat
over the Dunk|rk beaches.
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... as their shells
explode when
they hit the target.

7Many Messerschmitt fighters however have the advantage of being armed with Ikaria automatic cannons and
even better ones are being developed by the Mauser company. They have superior firepower in the air ...
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Rheinmetall Defence Electronics GmbH5
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The machine guns from Rheinmetall-Borsig that complement the automatic cannons have
just as the British machine guns shorter range and to rectify this British engineers try to ...
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mount automatic cannons
in the wings of the Spitfire.
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... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

a. ... during the retreat and evacuation in France.

The fighter aces rise to fame in the aerial battles

PLOMBERIE SANITAIRE

COUVERTURE-CHAUFFAGE

Claude STUVLR
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Free reply envelope p/m Roland Garros, the tennis tournament named in honour of the French pioneer pilot.

In April 1915 French pilot Roland Garros downed his first German aircraft with a machine gun firing through
the propeller hub and very soon after air battles between opposing fighters, dogfights, started to take place
where fighter aces with five or more downed enemies quickly became war heroes and rose to public fame.
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Free mail from Jagdsfaffel 6 on 19/6 1917, just a few days before it was combined with three similar units to
create the Jagdgeschwader 1, or “Richthofen's Flying Circus”, the most famous fighter unit of all time.

Manfred von Richthofen or the “Red Baron” is the most famous ace and the unit that in WW Il bears his name,
the Jagdgeschwader 2 “Richthofen”, is very successful over France in the summer of 1940. After the German
victory and evacuation of the British forces Jagdgeschwader 2 can count in 11 fighter aces among their pilots.
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. and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The radar chain proves its great value for the British air defence
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Merchant navy stamps and p/m from the free Polish government in exile maritime postal
agency 27, the submarine Wilk, (p/m in use 15/12 1941-11/7 1945) and red civil
censor h/s on a 30 groszy rate postcard sent 18/12 1943.

After the fall of France the Luftwaffe start to attack the merchant navy convoys in the English channel.

The German strategy is to bring the RAF into battle and neutralise the British fighter defence.

.. in operation rooms at the

fighter squadrons that get §iRadar - WatsonWatt
Female plotters the main information from ...
keep track of ...the radar
enemy aircraft ... chain along the

British coastline.

i BATTLE of BRITAIN Py 8p

7681 punuas.y
YADULIIDM UNG

Pilots Scramble
Thanks to the radar the British ... and engage the enemy ... the sun to blind
fighters can take off quickly ... from above and out of ... their opponents.
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2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The attacks on British airfields are difficult to handle for the RAF

> ‘L
> BATTLE of BRITAIN
5 Baltle of Britain A|rcraﬁ

.. from Luftwaffe bombers.

. Battle of Britain 1940

Stuka retouch varzety

.. or damage them but ...

R.A.F. P.0.
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25th Anniversary of Battle of Britain stamp with machine cancellation 11 September 1965, two
days before the official date of issue for these stamps on a 4 d. domestic surface mail rate letter.

Pilot shortage also become a problem and inexperienced replacements are brought in from training units.
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2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The RAF can regain the initiative when London becomes Luftwaffe's main target

Blue doctor blade flaw ; Black and grey colour shift

In September 1940 air battles rage over St Paul's Cathedral when the
Luftwaffe switch target and start to attack London, reducing the
pressure on British airfields and fighter bases and giving...
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... the fighter
squadrons better
possibilities to
strike back.
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! ) “Damaged wing” variety
The rugged Hurricane fighters ... leaving the faster Spitfires ... ... to do real damage
often attack the bombers ... to the escort fighters.
UXBRIDG

o § | % MESSERSCHMITT BFil0 | ISLE OF ¢
! AND HURRICANE MAN

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN |
e —— | !5 SEPTEMBER 2003

BRITISH FORCES 2740 POSTAL SERVICES

The attacking Luftwaffe are losing almost

twice as many aircraft as the defending

British pilots now also adopt the German way of flying in pairs.

Flghter Command. e
v oy ’ [ OeUTSCRE |
BUNDESPOST| |
130
7 45p { Jagdbombergeschwader 3z 4%
Humcanes § Schwabstadlkaserne %
The Hurricanes are crucial ‘ =
for the British victory ... ... and a German effort to make their fighters carry bombs is not successful.
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... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

German aircraft are not designed for a strategic bomber offensive

POSTKARTE

ﬂeutl‘thwv

KdF.-Sammlergruppen, Abgabepreis 20 Rpf.

MIT UNSEREN FAHNEN IST DER SIEG!

Most Luftwaffe aircraft are designed for close range army cooperation and though the Junkers Ju 87
Stuka is excellent for support of ground troops it is very vulnerable in air battles with British fighters.

gglllzLOEl é;igji—\;]‘j\/i\rg\iah $1000 %ﬁﬁ)‘}'ﬁ/ 2 " "?-'"'%/ Melée
“Damaged tailplane’ variety
TN MOREEY  cpme e
| g e pacty g g the bombers when their
0Nng escort missions ... escort has left them.

12 | E5RiTan|70, IEGRIZaN
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; : N7 FLUGZEUGWERKE
AT T ,

Keith Woodcock 2010

German bombers like the ... initially built by the Heinkel company disguised as an airliner, is too lightly
slow Heinkel He 111, ... armed and its bomb load is also too small to make it really effective.
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. and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

German fighters are limited by poor tactics

NON ﬂg ‘ A
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Die Sdg ist von den Postdienst-
stellen der Ud3SR ohne Angsabe
von Grinden zuriickgesandt worden.
Der nicht von Dienststellen der
DBP angebrachte Pfeil 148t ver- |
muten, daB es sich um eine :
rechtswidrige Riicksendung auf-

i grund von Beanstandungen giultiger = : 4{
deutscher Postwertzeichen handelt “AAC%%Y&Q*HQ—'

Postamt Hannover 3

During the “Postkrieg” of the Cold War this 50 pf. international surface mail rate letter p/m Hannover 3 31/3
1969 addressed to the Soviet Union was returned by Soviet postal authorities. They did not accept the 20 pf.
stamp since the Junkers Ju 52 airliner depicted on it had been used by Hitler on his propaganda tours.

The vulnerability of their bombers over England is a nasty surprise for the Luftwaffe. [————————— ey
In the mid 1930°s the Junkers Ju 52 had also been used as a bomber and thought |- 3
good enough but now even the latest German bomber models have high loss rates. |- = o 4
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German fighters have
to fly at slower speeds

S AWy ; Lol
(S fum e seofis 23 e and loose initiative as ...

R

Luftwaffe fighters are now ordered to fly close to the bombers - -
for better protection but this also means ignoring many basic ... bomber losses are reduced
tactics for air combat already used by the “Red Baron” in WWI. but fighter losses rise instead.
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... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The RAF is strengthened by voluntary pilots

... experienced
aces as the

During the battle of Britain pilots from many countries join the RAF to help them

Czech pilot
Alois Vasatko.

AR S i

ISLE OF MAN & ,w
e Tl '

... the Polish 302 “City of Poznan” squadron, with

Battle of Britain 1940

Orange doctor blade flaw
They contribute a lot
to the air defences
during the battle and ...

many battle hardened pilots, are now set up.

—

TO— 152460
72 Zawadzke Micexyslay

RNAS e e,
Alexarncdeca

Dekieila Egypl 1@

Write the message very plainly below this line.

Wl cC | DENHAMGREEN TERR/
“EDINBURGH, &

‘This space should not be used.
THE ADDRESS IS WRITTEN IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL ABOVE

... the most numerous and successful foreign squadrons are the Polish.
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.. and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The experienced German aircrews are decimated over Britain

e

Free mail from the Luftwaffe hospital in Wildbad close to Stuttgart which had
room for 150 patients at the start of the war and was later greatly expanded.

In Germany a number of hospitals are set up or expanded to be able to take
care of all Luftwaffe airmen that are wounded during the battle of Britain.

Q
Archibald Mcindoe WRUR ~
(1900~1960), 2 Q
osleeiniuig s Y 2
new life tp critically~ Q
burned airmen.
F i ies - H S
phebisdiste il g T RAF pilots can often A
il el parachute to safety g |
ey over home territory ... & [ oot #i0
Sona Limited T e
S
“““““““““ b e .. while many ‘Battle of Britain 1940 .| vv S
. FALKLAND ISLANDS f 7= g SR e / ’
: ib2p g
i / : ...and are shot down
soon ready for in air battles ;
By action again ... become ;
prisoners of war.
Print flaw




2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

At the height of the battle
of Britain Prime Minister
Winston Churchill ...

b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

The British fighter pilots become national heroes

... gives a very famous speech in honour of “The Few” fighter pilots that are
“turning the tide of the World War by their prowess and by their devotion”

ALDERNEY 4

Bailiwick of Guernsey

P RATT

ATTLE of BRITAIN s 36P§

BATITLE of
> Pilot - Keith Gilman

“The Few" are given the credit

they rightfully deserve and ...

) 210.2001 &,
k) <
CA MBY\@

B e U ROSTAGE TWO TENCE, e

The 2 d. Mulready letter sheet was issued on 6 May 1840, almost exactly 100 years before
the battle of Britain began. It shows Britannia in the middle surrounded by people from the
British Empire. Royal Navy ships that had created this vast Empire are seen to the left of her.

... become the new heroéé
and icons of the nation ...

... and the RAF is now looked upon with pride around Britain and the British Empire just
like the powerful Royal Navy that had been admired by the British people for centuries.
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2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...
b. ... at the famous victory in the battle of Britain.

Public fundraising help to increase the British fighter production

e L A DO ET
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_4_...)‘34,7/,7
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“Donate to the Air Force Fund postal check account 12 13, Without a strong Air Force no safe future!”
Machine canc. type 7 in Riga (in use 13/2 1936-30/4 1938) on a 5 santimu local rate letter sent 5/1 1938.
Purple postal slogan cancel “Sugar is nourishing and good” in use 20/12 1937-8/1 1938.

Public fundraising for fighter purchases has earlier been done in for example Latvia a couple of years back.
During the battle of Britain however more money than ever before is raised by the pubhc to buy aircraft.

USTRALIA 4]¢

All over the British Commonwealth money is raised to help the war effort by ... where mostly
producing more and more weapons for the British armed forces in factories .. women work.
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SURINAME SURINAME SURINAME

415 CENT:15

Imperforate proofs without gum
Stamps are also printed to raise money for the war effort like this issue from Suriname in August 1941.
The proceeds from these stamps benefit the Prince Bernard Fund that is buying Spitfires for the RAF.




2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

.. with better protection of British airspace at night.

The Luftwaffe start to attack under cover of darkness

e LOND O}

7 SEPTEMBER 2003

BRITISH FORCES 2739 POSTAL SERVICES

: K ( E mw’a bk

Mobile Prt bffces 37, 3%.
W ﬁmd«f

night in a bombing campaign that will be known as the blitz.

Winston \\\ #R
_ Churchill \ A

(1874 =1965) R W
Third inaseries

N
ontwentieth- W
century prime 3 P
ministers N
illustrated by 3

N
Harry Brockway. \ %
Printed by 5

Harrison &
Sons Limited.

British fighters have at first big problems
finding the German bombers at night and ...

!

- l

Having failed in daylight the Luftwaffe begin to operate at J
1

y

. COVe ntry P
HE FFTH AnnivERSARY FESTES

DAMAGED AS A RESULT
OF ENEMY ACTION.

Ao AN 3
RN N

Proof strikes of rubber stamps issued 17 July 1941
to cities considered prime targets for blitz attacks.
Most of these rubber stamps were never used and

only very few of these proof strikes exist today.

Above proofs were for Kirkwall, Orkney Islands near

Scapa Flow, the main British naval base in the war.
"Damaged as a result of enemy action” was intended
for use on parcels while “Delayed by enemy action”
was intended for use on ordinary mail, only after a
delay of more than 48 hours, as a consequence of
damage caused by bombing, on domestic mail only.

The RAF as well as the civil defence refuse to surrehder...

.. even if the British civil population and their daily
life become seriously affected by enemy action.
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2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

c. ... with better protection of British airspace at night.

Airborne radar is of great value for the British night fighter defence

“Major scale break” flaw on upper right stamp

%
“one >
€S 2097 POS"

3 e 2

Despite some initial flaws with the new radar technique .
the key to find the enemy at night is to install it into ... ... big fighters like the Bristol Blenheim.

54 Lombard Street,

51-8959—W. H.H.Ltd.

LN

L)

ON

L)

5

LLJ

Z The Manager,
2>

3

LI

Berclays Bank (France) Ltd.,

London, E.C.3, England.,

to be a failure in battle with the more manoeuvrable one engined fighters.

The Blenheim has earlier been deployed as a heavy fighter but has proven

Another heavy fighter
outclassed by day but ...

As a night fighter how-
ever it is a success.

... great as a night fighter is
the Boulton Paul Defiant.
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... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

c. ... with better protection of British airspace at night.

New purpose built night fighters are constructed

With new night fighters
emerging such as the powerful
Bristol Beaufighter that is
quickly developed ...

E of the ROYAL AIR
ig-1993

... by usingrcomponer'\ts
from the Bristol Beaufort
torpedo bomber ...

.. the RAF improves its night !
_defence capability even more.
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“Guernsey

T ﬂymg as a prototype  |LORD PORTAL /MOSQUITO

' ! around this time and will be- Apart from being

| ostage | i

| C an ad a ppostes | come a truly multi role plane. a good high

‘ : speed bomber ...
The de Havilland Mosquito,

constructed mainly by wood ...

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

... and a great night fighter ...

... the Mosquito will also perform very well as a day fighter and attack aircraft.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

a. ... over the important Mediterranean supply routes.

Tvev

LA A A A% a-

TCCUCUV

In January 1941 Luftwafte GT|h§- f?‘” ‘g?ff"ding G'°Ste.|r
units join the Italian Air gDl ool

~ Force in attacks on Malta. defeatgd by Bf 109 fighters.

i A A A e
p <

Hawker Hurricanes are flown in from the aircraft carrier HM§ :
Ark Royal in attempts to reinforce the islands fighter units.

Q

<

§ With the RAF on Malta almost
S neutralised Axis aircraft can
S | gt ' dominate the airspace over
I §' ALTAR S the central Mediterranean.

—
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0000000000000 POOH

A very early example of the RAF censor hand stamp type R8 used on Malta.

The “Censorship in the RAF” handbook (2015) by Colley, Garrard and Muchall
states that type R8 was in use on Malta from December 1942 up to June 1944 but
according to the manuscript notation on this free mail letter it was probably sent
already in November 1942. The R8 no 4 censor was located at the Air HQ, Malta.

The air war over Malta will rage back and forth until the end of 1942 and the ...

The town
of Valetta
is seriously
damaged by
German bombs.

680680

060008

GEORGE <
CROSS

[————————————
ORIV VY v ©

... Maltese people
are awarded the
George Cross for
their heroism.
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... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

a. ... over the important Mediterranean supply routes.

The RAF is unable to stop the Axis advance towards Egypt

Free mail to Oberleutnant Sophus Baagoe, one of two pilots credited with the kill of Squadron Leader
“Pat” Pattle, the highest-scoring Western Allied pilot of WWIL. Pattle had at least 50 victories when he
was killed on 20/4 1941 in his Hurricane over Athens, Greece by Bf 110:s from Zerstorergeschwader 26.
Baagoe (14 victories) was killed on 14/5 1941 over Crete and posthumously awarded the Knight's Cross.

To assist Italy in the Mediterranean, in April 1941 Hitler invades Yugoslavia and then Greece, where RAF
pilots mostly find themselves outclassed by experienced Messerschmitt-equipped Luftwaffe units.

ON ACTINE SERVICE - XMAS MA L

Commonwealth air
units can not stop

the advance from N (ss Cooksen : L,,m,
Libya into Egypt ... MAUlandale

“The 1940 Free Cheshue /ﬁ“\
Christmas Air Mail Euilad b
letter rate is rare” 1 : Y
is stated in the (A,‘ PASSED BY }
“Censorship in the SN e Lt i
RAF” handbook Tk
(2015) by Colley, p
Garrard and
Muchall.

“ &

—

i
e S /

-

RAF censor s type R2 No 202 (RAF Habbaniya 27/6 -20/12 1940) and FPO 171 p/m (Egypt 5 Line of
Communications Postal Unit 2/9 1940-29/4 1941), on a free air mail rate letter sent from Iraq via Egypt.

... and a Luftwaffe unit is sent as far east as Iraq to attack the RAF base in Habbaniya during a coup d'etat.
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... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ..

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

The Red Air Force is taken by surprise on the ground

s

PPN

At Soviet air bases during
the German invasion
in June 1941 ...

Alrcraft watermark
Luxembourg 1928

... most of the aircraft are
parked close together
out in the open and ...

... these air bases have already been mapped out
by the German aerial reconnaissance, resulting in
the bombing and destruction of thousands of planes.

TR Lo A A A aaat at gt

Double print

A few days into the German invasion only a small part
of the Soviet fighter strength is still flying, although ...

Al
AR R R RN

CMEPTH HEMEUKHM
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OKEYIIAHTAM !
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Margin perforatior; error caused by a paper fold

... in Soviet propaganda the Red Air Force units
strike back hard at the invaders. In reality how-
ever these moments are few and far between.
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3.

... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

German aircraft totally dominate Soviet airspace after the invasion

NEZAVISNA DRZAVA ﬁIATSKA

Imperforate phase proof

i

NEZAV

Partly imperforated block of four

With almost complete German air superiority during
these first months of the invasion bombers like the
Heinkel He 111 successfully attack Soviet targets ... Imperforate colour proof

-

o

Free mail from the first pilot to score a victory over the Eastern front, Oberleutnant and Knight's
Cross recipient Robert Olejnik (an I-16 at 03.40 hrs on the 22 June). As a Staffelkapitdn in Jagd-
geschwader 3 in the first three months of the German invasion, he shot down 32 Soviet aircraft.

... while at the same time the experienced Luftwaffe fighter aces are scoring aerial victories in
a way that has never been matched before or since in the entire history of aerial warfare.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

.. after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

There are to few modern Soviet fighters available

IS v e i T T T v v T 2
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~ Inthe summer of 1941 some modern looking

Soviet ﬁghters are in service like the MiG-3 and ...

2 e T T e R

LirLLs 2 b b\t >

... the LaGG-3 but they have
very moderate successes.

Free mail from field post number L 32781, III Gruppe Jagdgeschwader 52, supporting the German
Army Group South in Ukraine and soon to become the most successful Jagdgruppe in the entire Luftwaffe.

Unfortunately these two fighters only make up a small part of the Soviet fighter strength in this pericd of the war

STA'\JDARD
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and as they are also difficult to fly they are no match for the Messerschmitt equipped German fighter units.

attacks are often tried to

Many Soviet fighters are also lacking radio communications equipment and ...

bring the enemy down.

.. dangerous ramming
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

The many Soviet pilots are poorly trained and led

(e
2
(=4
=
®
o
=
7
I
@
x
o]
=
=4
i
=
)
=
é
1=
3]
=
&
:
ot
=

309 RUSSIA-2021 POCCUA

Soviet pilots suffer from
short training periods
and poor leadership ...

... and commanders like Boris Safonov, the first to be awarded The Hero of the Soviet Union title twice, are rare exceptions.
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Bitte Hinweise

auf besondere Auftragsarten (z. B. Ellauftrag, Ausland) hier -

wie auf dem Auftrag,auch angegeben - noch einmal vermerken

| Bitte auf allen Auftrégen und Schreiben an lhr
Postgiroamt lhre Postgirokontonummer angeben.
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wtschen 1
undespost

052 € Zerstorer Molders

T 0391/5099954 hiberpost
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0100253764142872

Postgirobrief

Postgiroamt
Postfach 30 30

8600 Saarbriicken 9

N\ 1

i

f

German local mail stamp

Marineschiffspost 52=guided-missile destroyer Molders, named after the famous fighter
pilot, on a free postal giro letter sent as the German ship operated in the Mediterranean.

While Safonov eventually shoot down over 20 German aircraft, it is still not much compared to many Luftwaffe pilots. The
commander of Jagdgeschwader 51, Oberst 'Werner Molders, is in July 1941 the first pilot ever to reach 100 aerial victories.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

Balkan and Hungarian pilots are supporting the Luftwaffe in the south
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On the southern front the Luftwaffe is supported by the Romanian Air Force partly equipped with Heinkel
He 112 and Messerschmitt Bf 109 fighters. The pilots are not always as good as German pilots but there
are exceptions like Alexandru Serbanescu, a superb fighter pilot and leader with eventually 47 victories.
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Germany have also supplied trainer aircraft to a lot of : ... training
the countries taking part in the invasion as well as ... some of
their pilots.
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Hungary is another ... in due time didein
German-friendly supplied with the Bulgarian pilots are also flying
nation ... Messerschmitt Bf 109. the Messerschmitt fighter.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union.

The Red Air Force face well trained Finnish pilots in the north
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... Eric von Rosen,
as his personal
symbol of
good luck.

Swastika watermark 1925

Finland also joins Germany in the war against the Soviet Union and their
aircraft carry swastikas too. It has been this way since the first aircraft of
the Finnish Air Force in 1918 was painted with swastikas by the giver, ...

_Feldpost

(HeBuAe 3)

Feldpost Nr. L. 40083 (Bau)

=

+ Rériin @ 2

g Rosentaler Str. 27

2 |
\

Registered free mail from field post number L 40083, Luftgau-Stab Finnland, Rovaniemi,
with a Berlin C 2 8/6 43 arrival cancellation on reverse

The few but very well trained Finnish pilots are superior to most of their Soviet opponents and are rein-
forced by Luftwaffe units led from the German Air District Headquarters in Rovaniemi in northern Finland.
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. however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

.. following the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.

The US Pacific Fleet base in Hawaii is successfully attacked by Japanese aircraft
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. Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor, December 7 _

In December 1941 aircraft
from six Japanese aircraft
carriers attack the American
Pearl Harbor base in Hawaii.

Japanese dive bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters in
the shape of the Mitsubishi AGM Zero achieve complete
surprise when they appear over the Pacific fleet base.
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Very early example of the US armed forces 6 cent concession air mail rate in use from 26 December
1941 to the end of the war. This letter was mailed not later than the 31 December 1941 according to
the unusual provisional manuscript censor marking. Machine cancellation from Hickam Field
which was the main air base in Hawaii and got severely damaged during the Japanese attack.

American aircraft carriers are at sea and remain intact but eight battleships are sunk or damaged in the attack.
Over 2 400 American lives are lost and at air bases near Pearl Harbor about 250 military aircraft are destroyed.

U.S. declares war on Japan, December 8

.. and the next day
president Roosevelt

The attack leads to a strong American wish for revenge ... declares war on Japan.
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3. ... however when the war becomies a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...
c. ... following the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.

Japanese fighters are superior to all Allied fighters in the Far East
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The scarce RAF censor hand stamp type R2 from Singapore
is only recorded during October-November 1940 and only
one item with censor No 80 is known in the “Censorship in

the RAF" handbook (2015) by Colley, Garrard and Muchall.

The army Nakajima Ki-43 Oscar is as superior as the Zero in the air
and soon Singapore falls as the RAF in Malaya suffer heavy losses.
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After Pearl Harbor the light

superior
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... and its already

and highly manoeuvrable e
i e ge is further enhanced
Mitsubishi AGM Zeros, ﬂown by external drop tanks.
by well trained navy pilots,
turn up all over the Pacific ...
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‘The dated Boeing P-26
Peashooter is defeated
over the Philippines.

Hawker Hurricane
fighters sent as
reinforcements
to the Far East
are of little help.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

. following the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.

The aircraft carriers spearhead the Japanese conquest of the Pacific

A}

At the start of

| 4 V4
.. and aircraft ! TR
seem to be
invincible.

1942, Japanese ; Py,
carrier pilots ... %’)‘ % sz e ‘le-n,...(
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Early censored prisoner of war letter to Japan, sent in June 1942, the first month
the Japanese authorities allowed mail to their POW camps. Addressed to Leading
Aircraftman G. A. Vassie, Java, c/o the British POW Information Bureau in Tokyo
from where it was sent to the Zentsuji Camp (crayon notation in blue). This camp
was opened in January 1942 and held about 750 Allied prisoners, mostly officers.

Japanese carrier units take part in the victory in the battle of the Java Sea,
followed by a Japanese invasion of Java resulting in many Allied prisoners of war.

Postmarks from APO 913 are

“extremely scarce” if they have

dates earlier than June 1942,
states Richard Helbock
in his 2006 handbook
”Passed by Army censor”.
APQO 913 was established
at Nandi Airbase, Viti
Levu, Fiji, on 15/2 -42.
There is also a personal
manuscript censor marking
on this 6 cent concession
air mail rate letter.

Fiji is one location from where
US fighter units try to halt the
Japanese offensive and keep
the supply lines to Australia
open but they can not stop ...

.. carrier based aircraft
to bomb Darwin in
northern Australia
in February 1942.
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3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

d. ... in the air war over occupied Western Europe.

British cross Channel sweeps are not very successful
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Free censored POW PC from General der Luftnachrichtentruppe Wolfgang Martmt, main patron
of radar science in the German High Command (Camp PWE 8, Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany).

In the spring of 1942 the RAF is flying fighter sweeps over occupied Western Europe trying to engage
Luftwaffe fighters in battle and destroy them, but now the advantage of radar is on the German side.
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The RAF is at this time building up its fighter strength but many pilots are new and unexperienced
and victories rarely come easy | m 1 air battles with the fewer but very capable German fighter pilots.
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PAR BALLON MONTE.
Many British pilots
are also victims of
anti-aircraft guns, a | M g et AT )
weapon first used r
by Prussia to shoot .O
down manned mail
balloons during the : ‘

siege of Paris in : 7 O o’
1870, the first victim
being the “Daguerre”. | &// . //

Domestic 20 c. rate letter from the “Daguerre”, shot down east of Paris on 12/11 1870. A part of
the letters were sent onward, like this one with arrival p/m Gannat 27/11 1870 on the reverse.




3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

d. ... in the air war over occupied Western Europe.

Bomber escort missions are still very dangerous

(o
tl
Royal Mail
Stamps
Tenat10p
From the beginning of the waf British bombers have been flying daylight ... Without strong support
raids over German territory but they have proven to be very vulnerable ... from escorting fighters.
o T T R
T ‘
© BRITISH INDIAN ocmmm;gxs : . STKITTS v
In 1942 groups of RAF ... small numbers of bombers ... with the latest Spitfire
fighters are escorting ... flying at low level ... version, the Mark V.
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Free double censored POW air mail letter sheet written 28/8 1943 by Sgt. Cyril G. Penn
at Stalag Luft 3 at Sagan (Zagan, Poland) As a member of a Bristol Blenheim crew
he was shot down over Cherbourg on 10/7 1941 bombing the Cherbourg docks.

This is still very dangerous and many British airmen are killed or sent to prisoner of war camps.




3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, serious shortcomings occur ...

d. ...in the air war over occupied Western Europe.

The Spitfire is inferior to the new Focke Wulf Fw 190
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At the start of 1942 the RAF is fully aware of the threat of the Focke Wulf Fw 190 over Western Europe.
This new fighter complement and is in many ways better than the Messerschmitt Bf 109 in the Luftwaffe.
More importantly, the radial engined Fw 190 is also superior in almost every aspect to the new Spitfires.
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Although that the
Spitfire has evolved
from the Mark | ...

The powerful Fw 190 is designed by Kurt Tank who has also
designed the Focke Wulf Fw 56 Stdsser advanced trainer.

50* ANNIVERSARY OF THE
1 1 O END OF WORLD WAR II

. SAINT LUCWM%': 55 coms o vereus o

... via the more ... to the even better Mark V, ... the British fighter pilots are
powerful Mark Il ... often armed with cannons ... now technically outclassed.




4.

. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ..

.. during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean.

The American industry speed up the war production
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VA Perforfltton
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With the United States fully engaged in the war, all efforts are made
to turn every peacetime factory into a supplier to the armed forces.

U.S.POSTAGE

s S s P ASAAA AASALL
T1062 powtince| 50 7 us.P0STAG 5 - /%
| # \'lf';_ y s‘, ‘ ; ,j ‘, * q V-~ L
EJTh PG Ty / \ » . e £ FRANKLIN D.ROOSEVELT ©
: iiITH HE TH YO ,',\\“ 3 === a» e Z
O R A f \ APR 20 b | } 3?:’* 03 =t President
| A S1INAYE LIRS A NS \ 4, e e Roosevelt has
{ @ 15 wew onss 00| Ny, S/ ] awonrean b in a speech
R e e VJ__Q‘L\/ 3';1%'a+{'4?r77~?‘°:rm“%‘;; ina SpeeC
been aiming at
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During 1942 American car production is halted in favour of arms production and Y :
planes a year’.

the giant motor industry around Detroit becomes the “Arsenal of Democracy’.
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Postmark of 10/3 1942, the first day of operations at APO 920 (Batchelor Airfield, Northern Terntory, Australm).
A very early example of US forces mail from Australia, sent by a member of the 197th Coast Artillery Regiment
(Anti-Aircraft), arriving 9/3 1942 in Brisbane, 2000 miles from where this 6 cent concession air mail rate letter
was postmarked. It carries the standard “racetrack” censor mark and a censor signature by the letters sender.

Al efforts to increase the arms production are necessary as American forces quickly go into action.
Northern Australia becomes a major staging area for American aerial operations in the South Pacific.
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4.

.. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

.. during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean.

The Coral Sea battle is fought solely between carrier aircraft

! Australia 5eessi

In May 1942 an Allied
fleet face the Japanese
Navy in the Coral Sea.

It is the first naval battle
in history where the
opposing fleets never
meet, only their aircraft.

» THE NEW HEBRIDES DURING WORLD WAFt Il (Part 1) 50 Y
~ |  GRUMMAN F4F-4 WILDCAT

American fighter pilots begin
to appreciate the toughness
and firepower of the Wildcat.

Duplex type 6 postmark from the USS Lexington dated 15 March 1928, the day before the

, 1 the
first day of postal service as listed in the “Catalog of United States Naval Postmarks”
handbook (1997) edited by David A. Kent, on a domestic 2 cent surface mail rate letter

The American old carrier USS Lexington is sunk in the battle, but so is the Japanese light carrier Shoho and
although more American than Japanese ships are sunk or damaged, the Japanese expansion is halted

DEL-WLU-8

\3*‘.__.
(/UG?

342

The Coral Sea battle is another proof to the fact that aircraft are just
as important weapons of war as tanks or battleships, not the least ...

.. the ones operating
from the powerful
aircraft carriers.
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4. ... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

.. during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean.

Four Japanese aircraft carriers are sunk in the battle of Midway

TONGA e 4) | : '[ﬁm 9 A "w::@%::c?ﬁfc*ﬂs 42 | 1 =y
1 "\ Zero pilots |- $
! s have some :
e } - success in
= \\ - A~ the battle.
= In June 1942 large =
Unique monochrome artist essay Japanese and American
proof with minor differences naval forces meet in
compared to the released stamp. combat at the Midway at ol
bt
American
dive
bombers
sink four
_ Yorktown lost, U.S. ns at Midway, 1942 | Japanese
carriers.
Wildcat pilots how- The American aircraft
ever fight back with carrier USS Yorktown
improved tactics. is lost in the battle ...

The battle is right-
fully regarded
as the ...

CORP. HARVEY VARNER, 34LL7709
HO & HQ SQ., 49TH PUR GP
A.P.0. 921, C/O POSTMASTER
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Jl

(Y .o

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

) § BATTLE‘OFMIDWAY ¢

. turning point
in the war
against Japan ...

Rare “Unit Censor Capt. D.C” provisional censor mark, unlisted in Helbock's “Passed by Army
censor” handbook (2006), which also lists the earliest known date for the “US Army Forces
In Australia No. 53” censor mark as 30/11 1942 but this free mail letter is postmarked
22/6 1942, over five months earlier. APO 921=Mount Isa, Queensland, Australia.

.. and all over the Pacific Allied air units can very soon move forward their positions, like the 49th
Pursuit Group that a few months after Midway move their operations from Australia to New Guinea.




. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

.. during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean.

Henderson Field is the key to the Japanese defeat on Guadalcanal

e %™ ANNIVERSARVDF THE GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN 8

e o BRmSH SO[OMON [SLANDS RS
In August 1942 strong Allied _— Hard battles follow as the
forces land on Guadalcanal -...and capture the airstrip on Japanese Navy bring
in the Solomon Islands ... the island, Henderson Field, in reinforcements.

from Japanese troops.
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Return address of the USS Hornet on a 6 cent concession air mail rate postal stationery envelope. It was from this York-
town-class aircraft carrier that the Doolittle-raid on Tokyo was launched and she also took part in the battle of Midway.
Providing air cover for the Solomons campaign, she was sunk in the battle of the Santa Cruz Islands on the 26/10 1942.

American naval forces also bring in strong backup and in December Japanese troops are being withdrawn, even if it
takes two more months of fighting on land and several large naval battles before the island is totally in Allied hands.
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American aircraft are ' e
important for the victories Meter slogan proof printed on manufacturers proof paper.

on both land and sea and ... ...after the battle Guadalcanal become a major air and navy base for new offensives.
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4. ... butlater in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

a. ... during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean.

A victorious carrier fighter is created in the Grumman F6F Hellcat

WORLD WAR I1-BOMBING OF KAMPONG

... combat experience
with the Mitsubishi Zero.

* ... is being developed based
In late 1942 the Grumman on close studies and ...
F6F Hellcat carrier fighter ...

| ANNIVERSARY STATION
FIRST FLIGHT

Itis in many ways superior to the latest Zero models and the Hellcat prototype is followed
by serial production of eventually over 12 270 aircraft built at Grumman's Long Island plant.

T et 7

\,&z T

Free mail from the USS Independence, first of a new class of escort carriers converted from cruiser
hulls. Sent in August 1943 as she conducted air strikes at Marcus Island in the north-western Pacific.

Hellcats from the USS Independence are the first to see action and are soon followed by many more.
With the Hellcat the newly built US aircraft carriers have upper hand over their Japanese opponents.




4. ... but later in the war, the fighter units play @ major part in the victories ...

b. ... from North Africa and up through the Italian mainland.

RAF fighter units are vital for the victory at El Alamein

South 4 Aﬁ'lcan airman stamp and three EPP postmarks; 71,101 and 37 (1/9 1942 on reverse) on this originally
domestic 112 d. surface mail rate letter, redirected to Egypt, later returned to sender with “Missing... h/s and
“POW in Italy” notation. Return address and “2 Echelon UDF MEF Missing’’ h/s with signature on reverse.

TR In October 1942 British and
4 P § WAL Commonwealth pilots in Egypt
: = | Gl provide close air support ...

:

PR

Battle of

Australia &iinense

g Mg

.. for the British 8th
Army in the crucial
battle of El Alamein.

80th ANNIVERSARY
- of the ROYAL AIR FORCE
-~ 1918-71998

- ascensionsLanp 50p

Rugged fighter bombers ...

... flying at low level are vital
for Allied victory in the desert.




... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

b. ... from North Africa and up through the Italian mainland.

American air units join the British before the Axis defeat in Tunisia

2y SGTWALLACE R. GUDOWSKI
ARMY OF THE UNITED S$TATES

8XI7the Engr. Bn., Avn.

H&B OQ. AAIPO 98'7 New York N :L.__

Gen'l Sec'y LeS. Erickson
Germantown Y.M.C.A.
5722 Greene Ste
OF Germentown Fhila. Fa.

R\ UOS.L{‘XQ

Rare provisional censor mark rom the U.K. The “Censored by” provisional censor mark is unlisted in Helbock's
“Passed by Army censor” handbook (2006) which only records one item with a provisional censor from the U.K.

The free mail letter also has a standard “racetrack” censor h/s and return address 817th Engineer Aviation Battalion,

which landed in north-western Africa on 21/11 1942. APO 887=HQ European Theatre of Operations, London.

In November 1942 a part of the American air units that have gathered in the United Kingdom take part in operation
Torch, an Anglo-American invasion of the Vichy French areas of north-western Africa; Morocco and Algeria.

o &

USA EISENHOWERSUSA EISENHOWER
L]

Perforation shift

The forces led by General
Eisenhower then advance

Sgalstio i The initially hostile Vichy French g ¢
forces soon join the Allies and o
Free French pilots like famous .
author Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. A é
3

s mdR s

STAMP EXPQO/STATION ,

More Spitfires become
available as both sides

bring in reinforcements. The long-range Lockheed P-38 Lightning
is also used in the desert war where the
Axis are forced to surrender in May 1943.
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4.

.. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

b. ... from North Africa and up through the Italian mainland.

Luftwaffe's southern front is undermined by the North African defeat

White dot flaw “Ear flap flaw” variety White dot flaw

At the end of the North African campaign, despite that some Allied pilots still show individual flaws in
aerial combat, their strength in numbers give them big advantages over German and lItalian pilots ...
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Free double censored POW card from Hauptmann and Knight's Cross recipient Martin Mossdorf,
Gruppenkommandeur of I. Gruppe Sturzkampfgeschwader 3, in Camp 44, Granda Lygne, Canada.
He was taken prisoner during a mission over the Halfaya Pass on the Egyptian/Libyan border on
11/11 1942, when the entire strenght of 15 Ju 87 Stukas taking part were downed by P-40 fighters.

... and with the Axis surrender in Tunisia a lot of Luftwaffe aircraft and
equipment are lost and many men become prisoners of war, on
top of the ones already lost earlier during the desert campaign.

The Allies then cross the Mediterranean and invade Sicily in mid-1943 but
the Hawker Hurricane is by then rarely used in front line service anymore.
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4. ... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

b. ... from North Africa and up through the Italian mainland.

Fighter bombers support the Allied offensive in Italy

The big and powerful
Republic P 47 Thunderbolt
is one of the Allied fighter
bombers flying ...

. at low level over the

LR LS el .. just like the North American P-51

— Mustang, soon to find fame
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The slow but rugged Curtiss P-40 Warhawk is also still used as a fighter bomber here.

Many Spitfire squadrons cover the rather slow Allied advance in Italy, like RAF No. 43 “Fighting Cocks”
squadron, which from the end of 1943 fly top cover for fighter bombers but also attack ground targets.

fGibraltar §

Royal Air F Squad, 1l
loyal Air Force quessf’g{”mssc 43 Squadron
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Royal Air Force Squadrons Il 43k,
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Colour proof pairs with sheet margin from the uppe;rigllt corner of the imperforated proof sheet
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.. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

c. ...in the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Soviet factories lay the foundation for coming victories in the air

JUNKERS
Stempelbild e '
HUGO JUNKERS WERKE @20
G-M-B-H
WERK KALCRIFERBAU Dmuﬂ’mz
DESSAU Reichspoft

Francotyp ﬁ" 2 9 0 2 Post ;
 Firma v\‘lfc/r rect2 Z_’Z.A.//&:s ‘{M-@r;‘k
Motor £82. | NG 52¢ 390 220V~ Ygps

| Ubersetzung:” Motor Masch. Riemen
Geliefert 24, 78. 42,
Stand des Summenzé&hlers Sperrung M SO -
Stand des Kartenzihlers angefangene Kart;Nr. §
Plombenschliissel (Post) gez. Nr. Permutationsnummer §7 £& A’
Reserveklischees oder gednderte Klischees Y fozt- 7C.

Spezialeinrichtungen

Merkmale

Fabrik Stolzenberg, Berlin SW 68 3000.12. 39.

|

Unique archive card of a franking machine fiom the archive of the Francotyp franking machine company.
The Werk Kaloriferbau of the Hugo Junkers Werke manufactured heating products for common households.

Soviet aircraft factories have in 1942 been moved eastwards away from the frontline and are soon back in full
production. German military production is also increasing but is way behind Soviet output. As German bomber
losses increase on all fronts, one of the main producers, Junkers, also take time to build civilian heating products.
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K
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Nearly 10 000 fighter aircraft are delivered to ... giving vital air support to the Red Army
Soviet pilots in their second year of the war ... during the coming offensive operations.
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... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

c. ... in the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Western aircraft are strengthening the Red Air Force

Blue colour shift

Many American and British aircraft are
sent to Russia during the war with ...

Anglb-American pilot instructors.

More than 2 800 Hawker Hurricanes are

delivered from England, many via Iraq.
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_ U.S. supports allies with Lend-Lease Act _

E G 00 ¢ [ oo ... via the Lend-Lease Act,
many delivered by
The productive US industry is sending a lot of aircraft to the Soviet Union ... Arctic convoys.
The highly
decorated
fighter ace
| Boris Safonov
| is flying the
| Curtiss P-40.
Over 5 700 Bell P-39 Airacobras are soon flying with the Red Air Force.
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4. ... butlater in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

c. ... In the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Organization of the Red Air Force is successfully improved
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The innovative commander of the Red Army Air Force, Alexander Novikov, is successfully organizing Soviet
aircraft into air armies and improve coordination of air support over the Eastern front battlef elds d|uring 1942.
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This gives Sowet Free mail to FP number L 38303, 3 Staffel Jagd-Gruppe Ost, a special fighter training unit.

pilots a foundation ... as units of the Luftwaffe also changes. Fresh German fighter pilots receive training for
to gainground ...  the Eastern front at a new special unit in France where experienced aces are instructors.




4.

... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

c. ...In the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Soviet fighters win the air war over Stalingrad

A s e AR B e

ik o TR e

Hand stamp “Zuriick”=“Return” on a field post letter addressed to one of the few Luftwaffe units
trapped inside the Stalingrad pocket in the end of 1942. L 45790=Luftnachrichten-Betriebs-Kompanie
Nahaufkldrungs-Gruppe 16, a unit that was disbanded in February 1943 after heavy losses at Stalingrad.

In 1942 the Red Air Force is growing stronger and is in the end of the year heavily involved in the battle
of Stalingrad, where the German Sixth Army is surrounded and in February 1943 is forced to surrender. Soviet
fighter units are important for the victory as they neutralise the transport planes supporting the German troops.
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Perforation error The air battle over Stalingrad ... and with new and modern fighter
Hundreds of Ju 52:s marks a new start for the Red aircraft there is no longer any need
are downed by Soviet Air Force with a stronger and for dangerous ramming attacks with
fighters in the battle. more competent leadership ... outdated aircraft to destroy an enemy.
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4.

. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

C.

... in the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Improved Soviet fighters are involved in the victory at Kursk
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The Lavochkin La-5, developed from the
LaGG-3, is one of the Soviet fighters ...
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... performing well over the
battlefield around Kursk in
July and August 1943 ...

... Where thousands of tanks and aircraft are involved and even if

combat losses are still relatively high on the Soviet side,
German forces are halted and soon forced to retreat.

§

The performance of fighters like the La-5 contribute in no small way to the victory and some |
Soviet air regiments are in honour given the Guards title and badge on their planes for

NS o )

success in battles like Kursk, where many low level missions are flown to escort the vital ... ... ground attack aircraft.
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4.

.. but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

... In the large decisive battles on the Eastern front.

Women become successful fighter pilots in the Red Air Force
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Famous air navigator Marina Raskova that has been part of a pre-war record
flight from Moscow to the Far East has used her personal connections to
Stalin to found three all female air regiments, including a fighter regiment.

The most famous and successful of the Soviet
female fighter pilots is ace pilot Lydia Litvyak,
also called “the White Rose of Stalingrad”.
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In the USA pilots like -

Jacqueline Cochran Meter slogan proof printed on manufacturers proof paper.

ferry fighter aircraft . and in the Women's Army Corps there are female aircraft mechanics and air con-
from the factories ... trollers but it is only in the Soviet Union that women fly in combat against the enemy.
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4.

... but later in the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

d. ... with improved air cover for the vital Atlantic sea lanes.

Better naval fighters are introduced

The Atlantic convoys are vital for

the Allied war effort and are ... ... apart from submarines attacked by Focke Wulf Condor bombers.
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Return address of the 33rd Pursuit (Fighter) Squadron at APO 810 (Baldurshagi, Iceland 8/9 1941-29/4 1942)
on a 3 cent surface mail rate letter self censored by the letters sender. This letter is unusual as it does
not carry a censor hand stamp as most US military mail from Iceland does during the war.

Iceland is an important base for Allied naval and air units protecting the convoys and in August 1941 the 33rd Pursuit
(Fighter) Squadron arrives as one of the first American units on the island. Their land based Curtiss P-40s provide air
defence around Iceland but later naval fighters are able to follow the convoys from America and all the way to Europe.

SOLOMON ISLANDS g -
/ BR.

o LCA4 Hawker Sea Hurricane

British merchant ship based ... then carrier based Fairey ... they are later mostly re-
Sea Hurricanes take off Fulmars are used for placed by better carrier
from catapults and ... convoy protection but ... based Grumman planes.
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4. ... butlaterin the war, the fighter units play a major part in the victories ...

d. ... with improved air cover for the vital Atlantic sea lanes.

More Allied aircraft carriers become available

Official mail from the USS Croatan, a Bouge-class escort carrier equipped with 12 Grumman Wildcat fighters.
The smaller but more quickly built escort carriers is the solution to provide Allied convoys with enough fighter cover ...
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| The
i “tombstone”
censor hand
PE stamp was in
‘ \ IF ANYTHING IS ‘IENCLOSED THIS' CARD use from
] L 2 , -
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i ,sz....‘.ﬁ » | e
i ISIGNATURE Y DATE ¥ , - 4
i 7 W =

fie Z oo

A |
St Lo sl Suisg |

WHEN FOLDED THE LETTER CARD MUST CONFORM IN SIZE AND SHAPE WITH
THE BLUE BORDER WITHIN WHICH THE ADDRESS ONLY MAY BE WRITTEN.

Bl e e T——— R 4
l

Censored air mail letter card from the Lend Lease carrier HMS Archer, the
only Long Island-class escort carrier in use by the Royal Navy during WW I1.

... and during 1943
... to be able to neutralise the threat from German air and naval units... this is accomplished.




4.

.. but later in the war, the fighter units make a great contribution to the victories ...

e. ... in the daylight bomber campaign high over Germany.

The US Eight Army Air Force operate in large numbers from British airfields

I R BASSINGBOURN
R.AF.
No /011
Operating from
British airfields ...
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AR Force Museum STATION
Pooler, GA 31322 November 10, 2007

.. In East Anglia, the

... the US Eight Army Air Force fly day missions with big four-

Eastern partof England ... engined bombers with heavy armament and crews up to ten.
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A very early example of US Army Air Corps mail from England, sent from APO 875
(2nd Air Depot Group, Kettering) on 25/ 5 1942, two days after its establishment and also

the earliest date reported from APO 875 in the "Passed by Army censor” handbook (2006)
by Richard Helbock. This free mail letter also has a standard “racetrack” censor hand stamp.

When the first small units of the Eight Army Air Force begin to arrive in England in May 1942
Army planners are sure that the bombers have good chances of survival over enemy territory.
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< B-24s hit Ploesti refineries, August 1943 ~ P-51s escort B-17s on bombing raids, 1944 _

But losses on many missions
are high and the bombers ...

.. need escort deep
over German airspace ...

.. by long range fighters

with big fuel capacity.
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.. but later in the war, the fighter units make a great contribution to the victories ...

e. ... in the daylight bomber campaign high over Germany.

The North American P-51 Mustang becomes the main Allied escort fighter
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Meter slogan proof printed on manufacturers proof paper.

The P-51 Mustang is the first fighter constructed by North American
Aviation and is showing great potential already during the test flights.

Powered by the Packard built
Merlin engine of British origin
the P-51 becomes the
ultimate escort fighter.

The P-51 is able to escort ... from the bases in England
bombers all the way ... to Berlin and back again.

~€/o, Postmastery«New. York City .‘

¥ ot

“Return to sender..” “Missing in action” h/s on a 6 cent concession air mail rate postal stationery envelope to Lt. Robson,
APO 634 (Wellingborough, England), who became a POW when his bomber was shot down by a fighter on 13/11 1943.
“US Army Postal Service Control Section 21/1 1944” and “New York N Y Grand Central Annex 9/2 1944 on reverse.

With six wing mounted machine guns, a top speed of 700 km/h and great manoeuvrability on top of great fuel capacity,
the P-51 Mustang is the main reason for the decrease in losses of Allied bombers and aircrews during 1944-1945.
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4. ... but later in the war, the fighter units make a great contribution to the victories ...

e. ... In the daylight bomber campaign high over Germany.

The American fighter groups finally win the air war over Germany

SENDERS ADDRESS

CENSORS STAMP o J DATE

Original V-mail form

The 4th Fighter Group exchange their P-47s for P-51s in the spring of 1944 and finally become the highest scoring US Army Air
Force fighter group of the war with over 1 000 enemy planes destroyed. The fighter groups finally win the air war over Germany
by not only flying defensive escort missions but also offensive fighter sweeps that is inflicting the Luftwaffe irreplaceable losses.




5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. at the Anglo-American invasion of occupied France.

The D-Day invasion fleet is well protected by Allied fighters
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?ﬁgg — ’}% 3 Regn.No.......... Certificate of Posting of a Registered Postal Packet
p } A Postal Packet addressed as under, upon which a Fee of Three Pence has been paid, in
addition to the Postage { of = e SoTT d. } has been registered and posted here this day.
for Parcels only
> & —— — < Sge also OVERLEAF 3.
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At the D-Day invasion ) L5t =y [( LA
in Normandy in June 3‘3?:5,“;1%} Prls P ?-»;4 >
1944 the A"Ies have Initials f{,e‘.zl... . TP P
total domination : .
e FPO 653 postmark, in use by the Canadian Army Postal Service

1942-1944, on a registered postal packet certificate.

Canadian fighter squadrons have gathered in England to provide air cover
for one of the five landing sectors where Canadian troops are sent ashore.

UNITED STATES OPAMERICA

T

!
!
i
I

FORDEFENSE. |

POSTAGE & CENNLS
ot e

UNITED STATES OPAMERICA

ey

Anl ‘?‘u

Free mail letter with “tombstone” censor hand stamp (in use 17/12 1939 to the end of
the war) with message inside addressed from HMS Bulolo, a passenger ship rebuilt
as a Landing Ship HQ, at D-Day commanding the operations on “Gold Beach”.

At one of the two British landing sectors the fighter aircraft operations are led from
the HMS Bulolo, a HQ ship carrying the commanders of the assault force
including Air Force units led by an Air Staff Officer.

| FORDEFENSE
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Partly imperforated
block of ten

Nearly 15 000 missions are flown
by Allied aircraft on this day and
for easy identification by the
anti-aircraft batteries they ...

.. are painted with clearly visible black and white stripes.
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9.

.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. at the Anglo-American invasion of occupied France.

New versions of Spitfires and Mustangs are flying over Normandy

..................................

L5008 0 0000000008

- [BARBADOS

... although the better Mark IX
is now also widely used as
the main fighter version.
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During the D-Day invasion some squadrons providing the Allied
troops with air cover are still flying the Spitfire Mark V version ...

New and improved versions of photo reconnaissance Spitfires are also flying over Normandy.

Self censored 6 cent concession air mail rate letter from 7.5 victory ace Lieutenant Colonel John
H. Lowell of the 384 Fighter Squadron, 364 Fighter Group. APO 557 in return address=Brampton
Grange, England, APO 636 in postmark=HQ 8th Air Force Service Command, Honington, England.

The greatly improved D-version of the P-51 Mustang is also at this time introduced in the Eight Army Air Force.
The pilots of the 364 Fighter Group use it with very good results over France during the second half of 1944.

64



5. ... andin the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

a. ... at the Anglo-American invasion of occupied France.

Allied fighter bombers are vital for the Allied advance in France
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... often armed with rockets

... are important for support of
for ground attack ...

the Allied armies in France.

Hawker Typhoons ...

7 : /

Mr. V. J. PINNEGAR,

f—— 10, KILMORIE ROAD,
RN
I W\ \ ACOCKS GREEN,

; “,,,,Q BIRMINGHAM, 27.
Loat g5

NG

The rare RAF base censor hand stamp type R20 number 13 (attached to 2nd TAF), of which
only six items are recorded in the “Censorship in the RAF " handbook by Colley, Garrard and
Muchall(2015). Also RAF censor Iv/s type R15 (in use August 1944-October 1945), only a
few known from southern France, on an OAS postcard with FPO 111 postmark (Marseille).

The 2nd Tactical Air Force has been created
only for ground support during the invasion
and they make good use of their Hawker
Typhoons after the D-Day landings.

ADACASCAR™ 8N
\ £ PQS

Big and powerful Republic P-47 ... ground support role in France and

Thunderbolts of the US Ninth Army

Air Force are also very active in the ...

are often led via radio from modified
Sherman tanks at the frontline.
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5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ..

b. ...in the big Soviet summer offensive in Belorussia.

The Red Air Force has built up an overwhelming strength in numbers
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e REPUBLIQUE FF

Brown colour proof

The Free French Normandie-Niemen regiment is one of many air units involved in the big Soviet offensive in Belo-

Red colour proof

russia in June 1944, Operation Bagration, aiming at breaking through the central sector of the German frontline.

Ak-3
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.. that over this part of the Eastern front

Air cover over the‘
battlefield ...

.. consists of more than 2 300 Soviet fighter
aircraft, greatly outnumbering the Luftwaffe ...

only can call on less than 700
aircraft of all types.
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Despite heavy losses the Red Army and Air Force quickly break
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through the German lines and reach the outskirts of Warsaw in
the end of July, coming within striking distance to Berlin.

In the south Rumania change sides and pilots

like 17 victory ace Traian Darjan join the Allies.
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. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

b. ... In the big Soviet summer offensive in Belorussia.

Soviet fighters have evolved to war winning aircraft

BEAWA BITUHIHANA BITVA 1041~ 1045 P2
BEAWA BITUIKAA. BIfNA 1941~ 1945 P2

; 500 nun:vpil'" :

Parts of wood in the
aircraft are now often
replaced by metals
like aluminium.

Stamp printed on
aluminium foil

The Belorussian offensive does not only show the growing
quantity but also the improved quality of Soviet airpower.

Hungary 1955

B B e e e e e i = vV

Over-inked lower margin

A new generation of Soviet fighters, like the
fast and powerful Lavochkin La-7, an agero-
dynamically improved version of the La-5, ...

e — -

 REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE
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... and the development of the Yak-9, ...

... the fast and agile Yak-3, are more
than a match for German fighters.
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Die proofin black signed by the engraver Yves Beaujard
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Some Normandy-
Niemen pilots having
earlier flown the
Spitfire claims the
Yak-3 to be better.

2-2017
CHASSE
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... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

b. ... in the big Soviet summer offensive in Belorussia.

Soviet pilots make the most successful Allied aces
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Though not as successful as many Luftwaffe aces often constantly in action
over the target rich Eastern front, gifted commander Alexander Pokryshkin,
involved in the summer operations in 1944 is credited with 59 victories.

cecettbeeoceoctcteoeceetecrvrbeac!

Set-off Perforation

: w o S (S aw
The ultimate Allied ace of the war, lvan Kozhedub, manages to score The many flaws that made Soviet
62 victories flying Lavochkin fighters. Kozhedub is awarded the Hero airmen inferior during early war
of the Soviet Union title three times, just like Alexander Pokryshkin. years are now mostly history.
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5.

.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands.

The quality of Japanese pilots decrease as the war goes on

/ ! i {3eNaer's Adaress)
#

Original V-mail form

From the middle of 1943 it is obvious that there is a large decrease in the flying skills of Japanese replacement pilots as
their training is cut short mainly by lack of aviation fuel. The US pilot training programmes on the other hand are not only
producing frontline pilots in much larger numbers than Japan but also provide their airmen with longer and better training.




.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands.

The Vought F4U Corsair becomes one of the best fighters of the war

Tonga at War, Miltary Air Base 1643

In 1989 Walsall Security Printers
produced a Vought F4U Corsair
stamp for the Kingdom of Tonga.

The process started by printing
chromalin proofs on thick cardboard
to check that all colours were correct.

This proof was only printed in 5 copies.

Intended as a carrier based fighter
but firstly used by land based
Marine Corps squadrons due to
problems landing on carrier decks
the Vought F4U Corsair is finally
ready for Navy use in April 1944.

PROGRESSIVE

VOUGHT Fiti CORSAR

~ TONGA 57s

pm—

Next about 20 monochrome proofs were printed in
black and white on thin card to check the design.

Tonga at War,'iﬁlmsr)‘ AirBase 1543 Tonga at War Mlmary AirBase 1943
v \ b

VOUGHTF‘UW VOUGHTF‘UWH

TONGA 57 TONGA 57s

A plate proof sheet of imperforate stamps
was then printed for a final check of any
mistakes before the main printing run.

The Corsair quickly proves superior to most
Japanese fighters and is used both as a
fighter and a ground attack aircraft.

1,2and 3

TONGA 575

vvvvv

Progressive colour proofs were produced at several stages for checking purposes before the ordinary
stamp printing run and a few stamps were overprinted “specimen” for promotional purposes.

Faster than the Grumman Hellcat, despite using the same Pratt & Whitney engine, mostly armed with six
machine guns and often bombs and rockets it is regarded as the best all-round fighter in the Pacific theatre.
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.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

... with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands.

The battle of the Philippine Sea marks the end of Japanese naval air power

, TONGA T 42
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In June 1944 off the ... large US and Japanese ... in the largest aircraft
Mariana Islands ... naval forces face each other ... carrier battle in history.

Donald W. Hitchcox,
2803 No. Keating Ave.

Chicago, Ill.

| o

Fancy turkey cancel on a 2 cent domestic rate letter
The battle of the Philippine Sea proves a disaster for the Japanese Navy as their aircraft carriers are now
manned largely by inexperienced aircrews when many of the best pilots have been lost earlier in the war.
Japan lose over 550 aircraft and 3 carriers in the battle also known as the “Great Marianas Turkey Shoot”.
EH The Commander
Be 24 in Chief of the US e
e - Pacific Fleet, ==
GH 24 Admiral Nimitz . ‘E&%%
T - ) r 9. F
= = ... can after the VV\VHX‘ LISDA F; L 01
% s % battle be sure whiy X ATTACK on PEARL HARBOR
koS & RSWg>  ASDA STATION
e S that Japanese N BAYSDE N;}'"&ﬂ &
: naval air \ DECEMBER 7, 1991
: ' power is
Perforation shift now history.
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... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands.

Allied fighter cover is vital for the Pacific island hopping campaigns
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During 1944 US forces
continue their conquest
of the Pacific islands ..
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Very unusual non-standard ”Official Navy Censor” hand stamp on a 6 cent concession air mail rate postal stationery
envelope with return address USN 907 = Hawkins Field, Tarawa, Gilbert Islands. Hawkins Field was built by the
Japanese but taken over by US Marines and used by F4U Corsairs attacking the Marshall Islands in mid-44.

This strategy to move from island to island and use each as a base for capturing the next is called island hopping.
It includes strong aerial support and less important islands are simply bypassed but neutralized by air attacks.
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5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

... with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands.

The top scoring US pilots fly the Lockheed P-38 Lightning
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Reverse side of a Belgian free postal giro envelope with advertisement for the Rickenbacker car which was
produced by the company led by former race car driver and WW I ace pilot Eddie Rickenbacker 1922—1927.

.and itis also the fighter flown by the American top aces against Japan. In April 1944 Richard Bong surpasses Eddie
Rlckenbackers record of 26 planes shot down. He will eventually end the war as Americas ace of aces with 40 victories.

It is the only US fighter in
productlon throughout
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The size of the P-38 makes it less agile than one-engined fighters but in fast
hit and run style attacks it is superior with high speed and heavy armament.
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.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

d. ... when the last desperate German resistance is broken.

Many V-1 weapons are destroyed by Allied fighters

After the D-Day invasion many 2 -] e
British fighters are transferred 4 T

ILATELIC BUREAU

from Normandy for a new task, ... G’ EDINBURGH 1990

... to assist in the destruction of Hitler's latest terror weapon,
the fast and low flying V-1 rockets mainly launched at London.
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The first Allied operational jet
fighter, the Gloster Meteor, is
well suited for V-1 missions ...
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... as well as the Hawker
Tempest, developed from
the Hawker Typhoon ...
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The V-1 rockets, known as “buzz hombs”, are causing much damage ... and the Spitfire Mark XII
but many are destroyed by British fighters with their guns or simply with clipped wings for

by using their wingtip to send the V-1 into an uncontrolled dive. high speed at low level.




5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

d. ... when the last German desperate resistance is broken.

An increasing lack of aviation fuel is a big problem for the Luftwaffe

s
US bombers continue their Bn?tir;i %lér;?gerrl;g f(t)ltllglv: In the middle of 1944

operations at daylight ... up their attacks. rﬂ;i)?tgrr?g?r;gtr:dws
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Free mail from one of the very few Luftwaffe pilots to fly the rocket powered Messerschmitt Me 163 in combat,
Oberfeldwebel Friedrich-Peter Husser. Having shot down several B 17 bombers flying the Fw 190, he was injured in
a landing accident with the Me 163 in October 1944 flying with Jagdgeschwader 400 against Allied bomber formations.

... against the synthetic oil plants left to produce the vital aviation fuel. The extremely fast and novel Messerschmitt Me
163 Komet rocket interceptor is used for the defence but it is only built in small numbers and pilot accidents are plentiful.
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. ' - .. become even more
The P-51 Mustang continues to perform very well in the escort fighter role during the outnumbered because
bombing campaign against the German oil industry and very soon the Luftwaffe ... of lack of aviation fuel.
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.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

d. ... when the last German desperate resistance is broken.

German jet fighters arrive too late to win back control of the skies
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-z-aznn Y 242011 \

E_18106__/ a0/

After years of intense studies of jet propulsion and airframe development by German scientists and
aircraft designers but also delayed by official disinterest and interference from Hitler himself, ...

Free mail from field post number L 31517, 2. Staffel Jagdgeschwader 7, the first jet fighter wing in the world,
as well as the most successful jet fighter unit in wartime Luftwaffe, equipped with the Messerschmitt Me 262.
... in July 1944 the formidable Messerschmitt Me 262 becomes operational and quickly gives the Luftwaffe a

fighter superior to everything flying on the Allied side. With a top speed of 870 km/h and heavily armed, it is
a lethal weapon but thanks to Allied strength in numbers, the Me 262 is often shot down at take off or landing.
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5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

d. ... when the last desperate German resistance is broken.

The Luftwaffe is a shadow of its former glory in the last days of the Third Reich
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Worn out
by the ever
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fighter escorted
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over Germany ...
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Bl Frec nrillrom FP it 5519, T Gruppe Jopdocschader 300, a nightidiy
defence of the Reich unit that lost many experienced aces during the last year of the war-.

... the remaining Luftwaffe units are at the start of the last war year in real shortage of experienced pilots.

Unusual return address of the 53rd Air Disarmament Squadron on a free mail letter from APO 149=HQ IX Air
Service Command, based in Luxembourg, Luxembourg in July 1945. Not censored as the war in Europe had ended.

Before and after the German surrender in May 1945 special Allied units are tidying up abandoned Luftwaffe bases with
focus on finding and examining German jet technology and identifying new inventions important to their own forces.
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.. and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

.. during the final months before the Japanese surrender.

Japanese airpower is defeated in the China Burma India Theatre
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.. and providing air cover
* for the Burma road, both

Fighter operations in the China Burma India Theatre is from the beginning of the bringing necessary help
war focused on escorting transport aircraft with vital supplies over the Himalayas ... to the Chinese front.
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Very late usage of the “US Army Air Corps” provisional boxed censor mark. Richard Helbock's “Passed by Army
censor” handbook (2006) states that this CBI theatre censor mark is known between 3/8 - 17/9 1942 only and is
“extremely scarce”. This free mail letterr however is postmarked 14/3 1943 with a Denver, Colorado machine can-

cellation on the reverse dated 29/3 1943. APO 885=HQ Tenth Air Force New Delhi, India (June 1942-March 1946).

The US Tenth Air Force with headquarters in New Delhi in India is initially responsible for all air combat operations
in this theatre and are later joined by the US Fourteenth Air Force as Allied air power in the area is growing stronger.
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Chennault, the ... the “Flying Tigers” are ... better planes like the P-61 ... and improved Spitfire
leader of ... joined by air units with ... Black Widow night fighter ... versions at the war's end.
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... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached ...

e. ... during the final months before the Japanese surrender.

Japanese suicide pilots can not change the outcome of the war

Margaret Mitchell
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From the end of 1944, suicide missions is a final desperate Japanese way to
attack Allied warships, especially aircraft carriers. The USS Bismarck Sea is

lost in such an attack in February 1945, which are often made with old aircraft ...

White dot flaw

... as output of newer ones like
the Kawasaki Ki-61 is slowed
down by bombing raids.

To counter this threat fighter cover for the Allied fleets is increased, often
in the shape of carrier based squadrons flying the Vought F4U Corsair.
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Letter with explanatory label that it has been accidentally damaged in the post, probably in a letter box fire.

Large fires are often the result if a Japanese pilot manages to crash his plane into a carrier flight deck but despite that
thousands of suicide, or kamikaze, missions are flown, only three US carriers are sunk and they are quickly replaced.




5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy has finally been reached

e. ... during the final months before the Japanese surrender.

Japanese military production has been bombed into ruins when the war ends
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In the last year of the war the massive American bombing campaign with B-29
bombers from the Marianas destroys much of the Japanese cities as well as ...

Set-off
... the Japanese aviation
industry that is slowly
fading away.
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Very early campaign mail from Iwo Jima with APO 86 return address. As this 6 cent concession air mail rate letter
was sent from Iwo Jima during the first days of March 1945, about one and a half week before Army Post Office 86 was
in operation on the island, it had to be censored and sent via the US Navy. The letters sender, Cpl. Brenneman, was a VII
Fighter Command forward ground observer who helped target enemy positions for air strikes from Army and Navy aircraft.

When Iwo Jima is captured by US forces in March 1945 after fierce battles the VIl Fighter Command use the island and its

airfields for successful Very Long Range (VLR) B-29 bomber escort missions against Japan with their P-51 Mustangs.

B 29perfortress

The B-29 with the atomic
bomb Pl{t an enq to ... that started almost six years earlier with biplanes not too different from World War |
the warin the air ... fighters and ends with jet fighters as well as rocket engines and rocket armament.
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