Allied fighter aircraft operations 1939-1945

THE MAIN ALLIED COUNTRIES STRUGGLE TO DOMINATE
THE THIRD DIMENSION OF THE BATTLEFIELD; THE AIR
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The rare provisional “Censor/ Lt Air Corps” censor mark, recorded by Richard Helbock
in his “Passed by Army censor” handbook (2006), on 30/11 1942 only. There are also
“US Army Forces In Australia No. 53" and “Theater Censor No. 5” censor marks and
a censor label on this unusually triple censored free mail letter with return address of
the 49th Fighter Group, based at Port Moresby, New Guinea, in November 1942.

One example of the development of Allied air power during World War Il is the US 49th Fighter Group.
From a modest start at Selfridge Field, Michigan, in the end of 1940, it was transferred to Australia at
the start of 1942 and began operations against the Japanese. By war's end, the 49th Fighter Group's
pilots had destroyed 668 enemy aircraft, becoming the highest scoring US fighter group in the Pacific.

A fighter aircraft is designed to hunt and destroy enemy aircraft in the air.
The fighter aircraft evolved during World War | when scout planes were
armed with guns and then started to engage each other in aerial battles.
It was however during World War Il that air power grew in importance to
the degree that it became very difficult, if not impossible, to win battles if
you did not also dominate the third dimension of the battlefield, the air.
This exhibit gives you the history of the main Allied countries struggle to
dominate the air during World War IlI, by telling you the story of the
main weapon that was used to reach that goal, the fighter aircraft.
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1. At the outbreak of the war, the fighter 10
units are still being built up ...

a. ... in the worldwide British Commonwealth. 3

b. ... in the military focused Soviet Union. 4

C. ... in the industrialized United States. 3

2. ... and in the beginning of the war, the fighter 16
aircraft and tactics are tested in combat ...

a. ... during the retreat and evacuation in France. 4

b. ... atthe famous victory in the battle of Britain. 9

c. ... with better protection of British airspace at night. 3

3. ... however when the war becomes a global war, 14

serious shortcomings occur ...

a. ... over the important Mediterranean supply routes. 2

b. ... after the German invasion of the Soviet Union. 6

c. ... following the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. 3

d. ... in the air war over occupied Western Europe. 3

4. ... but later in the war, the fighter units play a 20
major part in the victories ...

a. ... during the naval actions in the vast Pacific Ocean. 5

b. ... from North Africa and up through the Italian mainland. 4

C. ... inthe large decisive battles on the Eastern front. 6

d. ... with improved air cover for the vital Atlantic sea lanes. 2

e. ... in the daylight bomber campaign high over Germany. 3

5. ... and in the end of the war, air supremacy 18

has finally been reached ...

... at the Anglo-American invasion of occupied France. 3
... in the big Soviet summer offensive in Belorussia. 3
... with the Japanese retreat towards their home islands. 5
... when the last desperate German resistance is broken. 4
.. during the final months before the Japanese surrender. 3
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‘ighter in Great Britain is the Hawker Hurricane
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... in the Royal Air Force in September
- armament consisting of, for its time, the large
jhter ... number of eight wing mounted machine guns.
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The basic design of the Hurricane is largely based on Hawkers earlier
wooden/metal biplanes, many still in use in the British Commonwesalth.











































































































































































































































