The Queen’s Letters

1850-71

Background

This exhibit displays the story of the so-called «Queens
letters»; the correspondence between Queen Louise of
Sweden and Norway, and her former governess Victoire
Wauthier in The Hague. It outlines the postal history of
the correspondence in combination with the Queen’s own
writings and related, contemporary illustrations and
objects, and covers the period from Louise’s arrival in
Sweden in 1850 as Crown Prince Carl’s fiancée, until her
death in 1871.

The correspondence first became known through two
public auctions in 1967, and a selection of covers and
letters was shown at a special exhibition at Postmuseum
Stockholm in 1968. The correspondence has since been
spread on many hands. The following exhibit is therefore
believed to represent the most comprehensive display of
the Queen’s correspondence since Postmuseum in 1968.

Purpose

The exhibit intends to give a broad and representative
view of the postal history of the correspondence, as well as
an unfiltered insight into the daily life of a Queen, as
described in her own words. It examines the various postal
routes, postage rates and methods of conveyance used at
the time, and outlines the role played by steamships and
railroad networks in the development of mail routes
between Scandinavia and the Netherlands; all seasoned
with the Queen’s own thoughts on daily life, gossip, grief
and joy.

Royal Confessions to a Lifelong Friend

Choice and display of material

Altogether, the correspondence includes some 200+
recorded letters, all unique in their own right. Not all
letters are preserved with contents. From a postal history
perspective, many items are duplicated. The selection
presented here has therefore been chosen with
consideration given to their relative importance for
conveying the story of the correspondence as broad and
representative as possible.

Catalogue/census references are given as per Facit (F) and
Bjiringer/Ryen (BR). Expertized items are marked ‘¢’
Some objects of particular importance or scarcity included
in this selection have been highlighted in blue. A few
items unique in an even wider philatelic context are

highlighted in red.

Plan
- The exhibit is organized thematically, but largely
chronologically, as follows:
1. Introduction
2. The Queen’s Letters — At a glance
3. Biickaskog (1852)
4. An heiris born (1852)
5. Long live the Duke of Dalecarlia! (1853)
6. -All roads lead to Hamburg (1857)
7. Chronique scandaleuse (1857)
8. Insorrow and grief (1857-60)
9. In the best of families (1861)

10. War breaks out I (1864)

11. War breaks out II (1864)

12. Temporary arrangements (1864-65)
13. Formal dinner - again? (1 867)

14. Copenhagen bound (1869)

15. Depuis le mort de la Reine (1871)

Principal sources and litterature

* Bjiringer,T. and Ryen, K.: «Royal confessions to a
lifelong friend — Swedish & Norwegian Queen
Louise’s correspondence 1850-1871»

* Dutch, German, Danish, Swedish and Norwegian
circulars and postal conventions

* Digital newspaper archives

* Hughmark, G.: «A history of Scandinavian pre-
postage stamp foreign mail before 1868»

On right:

The Queen’s letters had started to gain fame by the time qf Stanley
Gibbons’ April 1968 auction; a special exhibition at Postmuseum
Stockholm in March had been staged ro promote the objects.

SCANDINAVIA

19 April 1968
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From the Queen Louise Correspondence
(see also inside front cover)

Stanley Gibbons Auctions
London




1850-71

The Queen’s Letters
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26 prepaid, stampless letters

Using stamps on prepaid mail first became mandatory in Sweden from
1866. Until then, letters could also be prepaid at the post office, and
struck with a «Franco» cancel, in lieu of affixing stamps. BR: SL67
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5 partly prepaid letters (Franco Hamburg/Stettin)
Sending letters prepaid to Hamburg was an option. For a few
shorter periods of time, it could even be the cheapest overall
option, depending on which postal conventions were applicable
and how quickly the official rate tables were updated. BR: SL6

At aglance

1 214 letters - 214 stories

Each Queen’s Letter tells its own story, not just in content but
also from a postal history perspective. Louise used just about
every postal route, postage rate and method of conveyance
available. Although there seems to be few other consistent
patterns, Louise would usually synchronize her letter writing
with steamship departures (to ensure the very latest of news
were shared), and she would normally seek the cheapest way of
conveyance possible — she was Duzch, after all! In the end, a
letter’s fate would probably depend on whichever member of ‘ in:—‘/ 2.
her staff was entrusted the task of delivering the mail for her L7 s n i
on any given day — and the choices of a busy postal clerk. | . 5 - i .
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24 enclosures
Victoire Wauthier shared address with Louise’s family at Kerplein 32. It was
therefore not uncommon for Louise to bundle several letters into one ship-
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114 prepaid, franked letters |
16 Skilling Banco covers, and 98 Vapen covers. Several covers have o
multi-weight postage; some are unique in a wider philatelic context.
-BR: 83, Provenance: Gustaf Douglas, AnnaLisa/Sven Eric Beckeman. ‘¢’ T
h//’ S |
/i ’_ . /ﬂ” > ”’\ oy B e ' 27 free letters (Fribrev/Fribrev Cabinett/Par la Légation)
AL R, 29 a ,-Q_;ur'_.?w One regular Fribrev (postage post-Hamburg paid by recipient), 22
V&/A B 1_;( Si N o e /Kﬂfﬁrm Fribrev Cabinett (postage post-Hamburg paid by the Swedish Post
A \ & HA. FIEag Bl office in Hamburg), and four Par la Légation (variety of free letter;
{/; N [;{ ‘ Z s [ \alt ™~ {' {Z A vy 1o postage post-Hamburg paid by recipient). BR: SL60
' \ i i 172 =7 9 unpaid letters
\ ‘/ S Ve )/1 ~= 7[(:/1’ 2 > Louise would only rarely send mail unpaid, although this was not un-
=
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' common at the time. Most of her unpaid letters are from Norway; the
| : reason probably being that her letters from Christiania were delive-red
directly to the steamships just before departure. BR: SL51
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Béckaskog — a favorite retreat in Scania

1852

Preparing for Victoire’s summer visit

Royal Palace, Stockholm, 18.05.1852
Louise is in happy circumstances! «Oh les plaisirs!»
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Louise is ready and packed for Bickaskog, and leaves aboard a naval vessel the following day. Her arrival in Scania two what pleas ure!”

days later, on 21.05.1852, was depicted in a contemporary drawing by Fritz von Dardel (insert)
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Bickaskog Castle, 07.06.1852
Prepaid, unfranked - 48 Sk Banco- via Ystad/Stralsund

Prepaid letter sent from Christianstad 07.06.1852, departing the same day from Ystad with postal steamer «Svenska
Lejonet» for Stralsund. Total Swedish postage 8 silbergroschen/24 skilling banco, noted in blue and black and crossed
out, the latter in favor of a «frco» annotation. Prussian and Dutch postage of 4 sgr each («fr4»), for a total of 16 Sgr or
48 skilling. The black «8» and «9» annotations are letter bill numbers. Wax seal containing Louise’s double coat of arms
as Princess of Orange/Crown Princess of Sweden and Norway.

The letter was sent in open transit, and therefore has an extensive journey documentation in the form of cancels.
This is the only recorded prepaid letter to The Netherlands sent according to the 1847 Swedish-Prussian convention.

BR: SL15




1852

An heir is born

Ministry of the Church and Education, Christiania, 18.12.1852
Announcing the birth of an heir to the throne

Circulsere.

Fra

Den Kongelige Norske Regjerings

Departement for Kirke- og Underviisnings=Veesenet.

Eitter modtagen Meddelelse om Hendes Kongelige Hoihed Kronprindscssens lykkelige
Forlosning den 14de d. M. med en Prinds, som i den paafélgende hellige Daab skal
gives Navnet Carl Oscar Wilhelm Frederik, har Interims-Regjeringen under samme Dato
besluttet: i
At vedlagte TakSIgelsesbon skal opleses i Kirkerne paa forste Stndag da Gudstje-
neste afholdes, efterat Efterretningen om denne lykkelige Begivenhed paa ethvert
Sted maatte veere ankommen. Efterat Menighedens Andagt og Tanker ere blevne
henledede paa dette Forsynets fornyede Bevis paa dets vedvarende Miskundhed og
Godhed, skal ved Gudstjenestens Slutning en for Tilfldet passende og af vedkom-
mende Departement bestemt Psalme afsynges:

Fra alle Fastninger skal, medens denne Psalme i Stedets Hovedkirke synges,
gives Salut af 96 Skud.

Fra den Dag at regne, da Taksigelsesbonnen i enhver Kirke bliver oplest, og
siden fremdeles bliver den nyfodte Prinds at indtage i Kirkebénnen for Hans Maje-
steet og det Kongelige Huus nestefter Hendes Kongelige Hoihed Kronprindsessen med de
Ord: “Hans Kongelige Hoihed Prinds Carl Oscar Wilhelm Frederik®.

Ved at meddele Foranforte til Iagttagelse, skulde man hoslagt lade félge 2 Exem-
plarer af den ovennavnte Taksigelsesbon, hvorhos til at afsynges overeensstemmende
med Resolutionen bestemmes Psalmen: “O store Gud! vi love Dig!®

Christiania den 18de December 18562.

Free-letter («Portofri Sag») dated Christiania 20.12.1852, addressed to the chaplain of
Trondheim parish, giving instructions related to the recognition and celebration of the
new heir apparent, including necessary modifications to the Church’s liturgy.

Norwegian free-letters required the authorization of a public official, whose signature
on the front cover confirmed the letter’s official nature.

Stockholm, 26.12.1852
Prepaid - 30 Sk Bco - via Denmark overland
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Prepaid letter dated 26.12.1852. The new rate of 30 Sk Beo to
Holland (annotation in black, lower left corner) was a result of
a new Swedish-Danish postal convention, effective
01.07.1852. This corresponded to 10 silbergroschen.

BR: SL23

Carl Oscar Wilbelm Frederik was born on 14
December 1852, and baptized at the Royal Palace
in Stockholm on 23 December. Louise’s primary
task as Queen-to-be; that to produce an heir to the
throne, was thereby accomplished. Louise shares
the good news with Victoire on Christmas Eve, but
wants the letter to be «incognito»; an «official»,
first letter will follow shortly.

) _' | in the celebrations of the new

" Prince, but the happiness and joy
- would not last. Louise’s
. complications after birth, which
- render her unable to bear any
~ more children, are perhaps a first,
ominous sign of what was to
follow...

4 - The Queen’s Letters - 4

l' J Y : ,,//ﬂ &Q’MHI P ‘M—"I.
| e
&4-1/

//(,.‘, //A/.,.‘«

...and two kingdoms rejoice!

Royal Palace, Stockholm, 24.12.1852
«J’ai un fils!»
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"...1am on my canopy, I feel fantastic, like nothing has happened, and yet I have a son! Delicious!
Nice to savour. This evening the children will have their Christmas. He is bigger than lilla ndden
when she was born! “




Long live the Duke of Dalecarlia!

1853

...but what’s with the mail these days?
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For one night, and one night only...

Acting and playmaking was an important and
cherished pastime at the Court of King Oscar
and Queen Josefina, and Carl XV and Louise
continued the tradition. Family birthdays were
often celebrated with staged performances
written especially for the occasion. Prince
August’s birthday on 22 August 1853 was no
exception; a special performance titled «Long
live the Duke of Dalecarlia!» was prepared and
performed, with everyone from stablemaster
von Platen to Royal physician Liljewalch
participating — in addition to the Royal family
themselves, of course. Louise shares the details:

«The third scene was a scene from Dalécarlie
(Dalarna), a woman («Poetje», as Louise would
call herself) at her spinning wheel, the servant
(Eva Leijonhuvfud) sitting on a chair with a child
(Princess Lovisa, or «lilla ndden») on ker lap and
holding a hand over the shoulder of the old woman
who is spinning and a man (Knorring) behind
them with an axe on his shoulder coming back from
work. Enclosed the naimes of the actors)

A Royal performance: «The Prince of Arcadia». Louise’s
nephew Gustaf (later Gustaf V) at bottom left.
Water color painting by Princess Eugénie, 1862

Stockholm
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«G.F.Egidius» cancel |
on envelopes’ reverse ‘

Mail from Sweden to The Netherlands did generally not travel by sea
to Amsterdam. However, in summer of 1853, Northern Europe was
plagued by a cholera epidemic which disrupted normal mail service. A
couple of Queen’s letters from this period bear signs of conveyance via
Amsterdam. These have likely been sent via the Hamburg-Amsterdam
line.

The owner of the steamship line, Paul van Vlissingen, was a close
business partner of G.F. Egidius; the Swedish-Norwegian Consul
General in Amsterdam, who probably assisted in forwarding the letters
from there. «Willem de Eerste» arrived in Amsterdam in regular
service from Hamburg on 6 September, corresponding with the date of
the Amsterdam- cancellations. No other potentially matching ship
arrival to Amsterdam on or before this date has been recorded.

Letter 1 dated Tullgarn 27-29.08.1853 with annotations for double letter Dutch postage due of 20 cents and conveyance via Stettin, likely wirh
«Nordstjernan» on 30 Aug, arriving Stettin 31 Aug. Letter 2 dated Tullgarn 31.08.1853 with 10 cents postage due annotation and conveyance via
Libeck, likely with «Gauthiod» on 1 Sep, arriving 4 Sep. Both letters with Amsterdam cancel 6 Sep, s-Gravebage arrival cancel 6 Sep and

«G.F.Egidius» cancel on reverse. BR: SL34 & SL35.
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1857

All roads lead to Hamburg

s

R

s

Postal routes during the vice regency in Norway

Christiania ff

Hannover

Oberhausen

The winter route via Sweden

Outside of the steamship season, an overland route via
Svinesund and Uddevalla to Helsingborg, and from there
via Korser-Kiel or Nyborg and Haderslev, was used.

Christiania, 27.01.1857. Letter sent as enclosure to parcel via the winter
route through Sweden. BR: SL43

Louise did not visit her second realm Norway as often as her
husband, Carl XV. However, due to King Oscar’s illness, the
couple represented the King as viceroys in the nation’s capital
Christiania for five months in 1857. A handfull of letters from
the vice regency period are preserved.

There were principally four main postal routes to the continent
from Christiania at this time; one overland winter route over
Sweden and Denmark, and three summer steamship routes — all
via Hamburg. In order to keep up with the latest news, Louise
used them all for her twice-weekly correspondence with Victoire.

Summer postage rates from Norway to the continent were
cheaper than winter rates, since Swedish. transit postage could
then be avoided. Only from 1865 were the rates synchronized.

6 - The Queen’s Letters - 6
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Summer route via Hamburg direct

Private steamship service operated biweekly, departing every other Saturday
Christiania, 16.05.1857. Letter sent as enclosure to parcel with Sondenfjeldske’s «St. Olafs to Hamburg direct via
Christianssand. BR: SL52
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Summer route via Copenhagen

Weekly postal steamer service, departing every Saturday morning.
Christiania, 08.05.1857. Letter sent as enclosure to parcel with postal steamer
«Kronprindsesse Louise» to Copenbagen. BR: SL50

Summer route via Kiel

Weekly postal steamer service, departing every Tuesday at noon.
Christiania, 19.051857. Unpaid letter delivered directly fo postal steamer
«Christiania» prior to departure. Recipient charged 65 Dutch cents upon arrival; «6»
corresponds to toral Norwegian, Danish and Sea postage of 2 silbergroschen ear:b BR:
SL53




Chroniqﬁe scandaleuse _ 1857

Franco Hamburg

An illegitimate Prince in the Royal family?

16 Sk (summer rate)+30 cents due - via Kiel per «Christiania»

Partly prepaid letter from Norway dated
21.4.1857, with Sandosund steamship travelling
post office cancel used on the Christiania-Kiel
route. Prepaid postage to Hamburg was 16
skilling or 6 silbergroschen; the remaining 5 Sgr or
30 cents were payable by recipient. This part of
postage was split with 3 Sg'r/ZO cents to
Hamburg and 2 Sgr/1 O cents to Dutch post. BR:
SL47

«Celle tevidble Comiesse Tlaube)»

Louise lashes out against promiscuous and indecent
behavior at Court, beginning with Hedda
Ridderstolpe (Countess Taube), whose 7th child
bas just been born, illegitimately. It extends to
Mistress of the Robes Efisabeth Piper, who is also
«famous», but the Queen takes her under her wings
due to her high rank. The problem begins ar the
very top; is there even an illegitimate Prince in the
family?

«Budey celle leltrer

The double meaning of «Auguste> («noble» in
French) and the reference to 26 years (Prince
August's age at the time) seem fto suggest
something about her brother-in-law and bis
mother Queen Josephine which is of such a delicate
nature that Louise requests Victoire to keep the
chronicle of scandals to herself, and to burn the
letrer, so that no one will know whar Louise has
written about him.
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1857-60

In sorrow and grief

Théodolinde de Beauharnais

The Countess of Wiirttemberg was Queen
Josefina’s sister, and her death on 1 April 1857
was observed by Crown Princess Louise, Crown
Prince Carl (in Christiania, acting as Viceroys in
Norway at the time) and the Swedish and
Norwegian Courts with a six week Court
mourning.

Unpaid letter sent from Christiania 28.04.1857 with postal
steamer «Christiania» fo Kiel, with annotation for 65 cents
(30 skilling) postage due to be paid by recipient (the erroneous
«55» has been crossed out). BR: SL48

King Oscar ]

Carl XV and Louise acceded to the throne upon
the death of the late monarch of Sweden and
Norway on 8 July, 1859. Three months of Grand
mourning plus three months of Petit mourning
were communicated, and for the first and only
time in Swedish history, wearing mourning dress
was made mandatory for a// citizens.

Free letter (Fribrev Cabinett) fraom Stockholm 29.08.1859
via Stettin. The letter appeared in a bundle of Queen's letters
acquired by Rolf Gummesson in 1970, and has for many years
been considered part of the Queen’s letter correspondence,
although it was actually written by Queen Louise’s sister-in-
law Princess Eugénie and sent to Louise’s mather, Princess
Louise of Prussia, with whom Victoire Wauthier shared
dwelling until her death. As Victoire berself did not have any
beirs, the most likely theory is thar her correspondence from
Louise — along with this and. other letters — followed Louise's
sister Princess Marie to Neuwwied in Germany, between
Cologne and Frankfurt, where the letters resurfaced at auctions
in 1967-70. BR: X2

Court mourning

The passing of members of the Royal family was
recognized by a period of official mourning,
which length would vary in each specific case,
depending on the rank and status of the
deceased, as well as closeness in family line.
Court mournirig would usually involve the
application of a specific dress code and
modifications to the Royal family’s official
program. It was also observed by using special
mourning covers for correspondence, framed in
black, and with black wax instead of the usual
red for the personal seal.

Carl Oscar, Duke of S6dermanland
Stockholm, 14.12.1860: «Today the 14th, 8 years
since the birth of my boy!! O Mensch!»

Louise’s second child and heir to the throne, Carl Oscar, was not mentioned in Louise’s letters
after his death at the age of only 15 months in 1852, and according to biographers, she never
spoke about him again. In a letter to Victoire written on what would have been the young Prince’s
8th birthday, she made a rare exception; «zhe emptiness is huge after. this beloved child! But why
murmur? He is happy! That’s what’s essential’» BR: SL55
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Dealing with the loss of someone dear
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In the best of families...

1861

Inheritance rows at the Royal Palace

Royal fighting over Queen Desideria’s estate

«Enkis», the old dowager Queen Desideria, died on 17 December 1860. Carl XV made little
attempt to hide his satisfaction that his almost immortal grandmother had finally given in at
the age of 83; he could very well make use of the considerable inheritance that would follow.

Less was his satisfaction over the fact that his mother, dowager Queen Josefina, had already
taken matters into her own hands, starting handing out the late Queen’s possessions to the
chambermaids before having them appraised. Carl XV put his foot down, upon Louise’s
request, and left his mother furious; «you will understand Queen Josefina was not happy about
itl», Louise lets us know.

On right: «Enkis» — dowager Queen Desideria. Charicature drawing by Fritz von Dardel.

By ice boat over Great Belt

Cold weather and icy conditions in the Great Belt remained an obstacle for
marine traffic in winter time. During the most adverse weather periods, special
ice Boats would be used to cross the sound between Korsor and Nyborg. From
there, mail would continue the overland route to Hamburg.

For a few days in early February 1861, ice boats were in operation. It would
take Louise’s letter eight days to get to The Hague from Stockholm instead of
the normal five (vie Kiel) or six (overland).

Ice boats had to be dmgged by raw manpower across t}.'e
Great Beit during the icy winter of 1861

Royal Palace, Stockholm, 30.01.1861
Prepaid - 90 ore - via Denmark overland by ice boat

Single weight letter franked with 3xF11, sent from Stockholm 30.01.1861 via Denmark. The oval transit cancel from Hamburg Stadtpost dated 7.2.61

replaced the oid «butterfly» cancel from the beginning of that year. Annotation «5» in red for Hamburg (3) and Dutch (2) share of postage of 5 silbergroschen,

equal to 45 Gre. The cover’s black frame is for double court mourning over dowager Queen Desideria, died on 17 December, and Queen Louise’s uncle; King
Frederick William IV of Prussia, died on 2 January. BR:V13. ¢’

Royal Palace, Stockholm, 30.01.1861 : «Ily a terrible tripotage ici...»
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1864

War breaks out 1
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The postal route via Warnemiinde and Hamburg in closed transit

The Danish-Prussian war, which broke out on 1 February 1864, disrupted winter postal routes
over Denmark. An agreement was reached between authorities of Sweden and Mecklenburg-
Schwerin for a temporary mail route from Ystad over Warnemiinde. Postal steamer «Drottning
Lovisa» entered service on 3 Feb, and «Polhem» followed on the 5th. Postal tariffs to the
Netherlands would come to depend on method of conveyance; letters in closed letter packets to
KSPA in Hamburg (closed transit) were handed over to Hamburg Stadtpost for further transport,

‘and were therefore subject to the rates of the Hamburg-Netherlands convention of 1857.
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Lefi: Aﬁonb[aa'et 03.02.1864
Right: A new, single letter rate of 72 ore over Prussia was
introduced from January 1864, but bhad limited applicability

KONGL. GENERAL-POST-STYRELSENS '

CIRKULAR.
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Tl samtlige Postférvaltare i Riket,
eipdauds dadring | wenke P"""‘"

Pi grund af en emellan Presssen och Nederlindersa nyligen
afslutad pastkonvention, som med innevarande drs bigan adi §
verkstillighet, koowns de uti utrikes portolazan under nor § och
48 utssus bestimmelser stt blifra slunda foriadrade, nemligen:

Brsts ameleny =4 hhm‘
Frahinag  of berlaniafaviaisimer,
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Mail sent in closed transit was received by KSPA from Prussian post, and received the circular KSPA
cancel reserved for such mail before being handed over to Hamburg Stadtpost, which added its oval
transit cancel. Hence, the old rate of 90 6re was still valid, and replaced the new 72 ére rate for mail
over Prussia which had been communicated in Swedish circular no. 1 of 1864. One franked 72 6re
Queen’s letter sent in closed transit exists, which has been marked in for insufficient postage; the
stampless cover here has been treated as if the full 90 6re rate has been prepaid.

-‘.r.

% 4
T ™

The only reclorded stampless cover to The Netherlands sent via Warnemande. Contents dated 09.02.1864 and including a confirmation of first receipt of mail via the new route.
Circular KSPA cancel on the back and oval transit cancel from Hamburg Stadtpost, both dated 15.02.64. Arrival cancel s-Gravenbage 17.02 and delivery cancel «B2», indicating
the 2nd mail delivery round. Blue annotation «10» for Dutch share of postage in cents. Wax seal containing Queen’s crowned monogram. On front: Annotation «5» in blue for the

sum of Hamburg (3) and Dutch (2) part of postage of S silbergroschen and two «francos cancels. Origin: Unknown, BR: SL84.

Route: 10 Feb - Delivered and paid. 11 Feb — Stockholm - Falkoping — Jonkoping — Alvesta. 12 Feb - Alvesta — Malmé - Ystad. 13 Feb - Postal steamer «Polbem» was scheduled to
depart Ystad early in the morning, but due to storm, departure was delayed until the evening. As a result, the mail bag missed the connecting train from Rostock fo Hagenow, and
arrived Hamburg on the 15th, one day after schedule. The letter contents confirms receipt of the first mail via Rostock the previous night.
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War breaks out 11

1864

The postal route via Warnemiinde and Prussia in open transit

Hannover

Postal steamer «Polhem» served the Warneminde route

Oberhausen

As a result of a new Dutch-Prussian convention, rates from Sweden to the Netherlands were reduced with
effect from 1.1.1864 for mail over Prussia. Through agreement with Mecklenburg-Schwerin, the rate also
became applicable for mail via Warnemiinde, but only for mail sent in open transit, as handling by Hamburg
Stadtpost could then be avoided. Letters sent via Warnemiinde in gpen transit only display a Rostock transit
cancel on the back. Unlike mail sent in letter packets to KSPA (closed transit), they do not include KSPA or
Hamburg Stadtpost cancellations, as they were handled by Prussian post directly. Only three such covers
exist, as proof of a postage rate which in effect was only in use for 53 days.

|

¥

Letter sent from Stockholm 22.02.1864 via Ystad, departing in the early morning on 25.02 with «Polbem» for Warnemiinde. Total
rate 72 dre/8 silbergroschen. In line with the 1863 Dutch-Prussian convention, the Prussian share bad been reduced from 3 to 2 igr, {
and the Dutch share from 2 to 1 sgr. Rostock transit cancel on back; blue annotation «w(eiter)f(mnca)]», for 1 silbergroschen
reimbursable to Dutch post. BR: V23. Provenance: Klaus Michtner
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Lilla Niden/Ltje; portrait photo by Eurenius
& Quist, Stockhoim, 1864.

Louise’s letters would sometimes include
enclosures and letters from others,
including from her own daughter; little

Princess Louise, or «Ltje», as she would
call herself:

1 thank you a thousand and thousand times
for your letter and the drawing book which
you gave me for my birthday and the little
ball for Christmas. I wish you a happy new
year and hope that you are doing well.
Would you be so kind to give me your
photograph to Muskau, mine I have given to
miss Brown. Goodbye dear Vic, your little
Le”

-Letter from Princess Lovisa to Victoire
Wauthier, 19.03.1864. The letter was
sent as an enclosure to other mail by the
new postal route via Warneminde,
departing from Ystad with postal steamer
‘Drottning Lovisa” on 22 March,
arriving in The Hague three days later.




1864-65 _ | Temporary arrangements

New postai routes via Liibeck and Stralsund

A new and confusing postage rate.... Biickaskog Castle, 01.08.1865

Mail via Liibeck and Hamburg fell under the 1857 Hamburg- Prepaid - 63 ore - via Malmg/Stralsund

Netherlands convention, meaning the new 72 6re rate over Prussia
tell short of covering the Dutch share of postage according to this
convention. Letters were therefore treated as paid up to the Dutch
border only, and struck with a «Franco Grenze» cancel.
Remaining Dutch postage of 10 cents (18 6re) was paid by the
recipient. The delay in communication of changes through Dutch
circulars initially caused some confusion for Dutch postal officials.

...and a new, main postal route

A new Malmé — Libeck route replaced Ystad-Warnemiinde as the main
postal route from Sweden from April until November 1864. This route,
too, would have a short life; it was replaced already the following year.

Mail from Sweden and Norway over Liibeck was
received by the Danish post office (KDOPA) in
Libeck, which operated a monopoly on mail to
and from Scandinavia. From 1860, letters were
struck with a rectangular KSPA (D) cancel when
received by the Swedish post office KSPA in
Hamburg, thereby differentiating it from that
received from Prussian postal services.

Letter franked with 2xF11+F14, sent from Christianstad 1.8.1865. Total postage of 63 ore/7 silbergroschen including Dutch postage. Swedish share
was 1,75 Sgr plus balf of the sea postage of 2 Sgr, leaving 4,25 Sgr to be shared berween Prussian post (1+2,25 Sgr) and Dutch post (1 Sgr), which is
noted in red. «Aus Schweden»> origin cancel from Stralsund, 3 Aug Stralsund-Berlin railway cancel on reverse indicatedsthe letter departed
«Pommerania» from Malmé on the 2nd This is the only recorded 63 are cover sent to The Netheriands. BR: V42. '@

Oberhausen Railway expansion cuts travel time

By 1865, the Swedish railway network had expanded to include a direct
connection between Stockholm and Malmé. The network expansion is
indeed also why the letter is sent from Christianstad; the Royal couple
combined a trip to their summer retreat at Bickaskog with official
opening ceremonial for the Christianstad-Hissleholm railway on 29

July.

Royal Palace, Stockholm, 15.04.1864
Prepaid - 72 6re to Dutch border - via Malmé,/Liibeck

On the German side, Stralsund had been added to the railway network
in 1863. That opened up for a revival of the old seaway connection
between Scania and Stralsund. -

Berlin

Hannover

Oberhausen

An even more short-lived postage rate

The 63 6re postage rate lasted only for five months; from 1.5 — 30.9.1865, and
coincided with a temporary steamship service between Malmé6 and Stralsund
for the 1865 steamship season. Both were a result of 2 new postal convention
of 31.7.1864 between Sweden and Prussia, which in practise first came into
use with the opening of the 1865 steamship season. The route was served by
Swedish steamers «Oskar» (summer) and «Sofia» (winter), and from the

Letter franked with 3xF10, sent 15.6.1864, arriving Malmé in the dftelrnoan on the 17th for the 3 pm departure for Liibeck with postal steamer

«Drottning Lovisa». The postage rate of 72 ére/8 silbergroschen was only valid until the Duzch border, hence the annotation «3» in red for Prussian share Prussian side b}’ POStal steamer «Pommer-ania».
of postage of 3 Sgr and the «Fr(anco) Grenze» cancel. Dutch postage of 10 cents was payable upon receipt. Oval transit cancel from Hamburg Stadtpost, )
rectangular KSPA (D) cancel and Dutch arrival cancel (The Hague) on reverse. BR: V36. ¢’ On right: Prussian steamer «Pommerania» departing from Stralsund.
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The benevolent Queen

1866-67

..with a heart for the less privileged

Stocklolins Blges

Stockholm, 17.12.1866: Louise has been shopping for handicrafts, apparently lace of Norwegian origin
for 40 florins or 60 kroner, from a <poor lady» at the Christmas market. She is asking Victoire to check
with (Benjamin) Downend, one of ber trading contacts in The Hague, if be is interested in buying it,
and perbaps be can help clean Louise’s rug as well?

Right: Louise, Queen Josefina, Lilla ndden, Princess Eugénie and their Ladies-in-waiting shopping at
Stockholm’s Christmas market, 1861. Water color painting by Princess Eugénie.

High season for Louise’ charitable engagements

Louise was as frugal as any Dutch person can be, and had an
almost ascetic approach to her own, personal finances. That
did not stop her from going out of her way to support friends
and others in financial need, but many times under the
condition that her name and involvement should not be made
known. She engaged lively in trade, often in benefit of poor
craftsmen and —women, and was patron of many charities,
including some founded by herself.

The period from Christmas until Easter was high season for
Louise’s charitable engagements and fundraising, which her
letters will sometimes reflect.

New tariff reduction

The 49 6re rate was the result of both a Swedish and a
Prussian rate reduction; the Swedish rate was lowered from
1,75 to 1 silbergroschen, and the Prussian rate from 2,25 to
1,50 from 1.10.1865. Dutch and sea postage remained
unchanged at 2 and 1 silbergroschen, respectively, for a total of
5,5 Sgr vs. previously 7,0.

Mail from Stockholm to the continent would now travel via
rail either to Malmé or Ystad for transit via Denmark or
Stralsund, and only exceptionally via Liibeck with the private
steamers which still operated this direct route.

13 - The Queen’s Letters - 13

Letter sent from Stackholm via Denmark 06.02.1867, franked with

2xF7, F8 (& F11. This is the most commen franking for the 49 dre
rate; 29 out of 50 recorded 49 are Queen’s letters are franked this way.
Arrived The Hague 10.2 (arrival cancel in red and delivery cancel
«D2»). Annotation «3 ¥ in red for the rotal postage reimbursable to
Prussian post in silbergroschen, of which 1 Sgr for Dutch post. Blue
annotarion «Iw(eiter)f{ranco)». Red wax seal containing the Queen’s
crowned monogram.

The Swedish post office in Hamburg was still in operation at this
time, and would receive mail over Korsar-Kiel via Preussische

' Eisenbabn-postbureau No 3; the Kiel-Hamburg line. Prepaid mail

was from 1865 cancelled with an oval <FRANCO.» cancel at the
Swedish post office in Hamburg as well as at other Swedish border post
offices. BR:V68. & '




1867 | - ' __ Formal dinner - again?

Ce n’est pas un amusement!

The party King and the home-loving Queen

Being a Queen came with many representative responsibilities and required above average social skills.
Unlike her husband, who never said no to a party, Louise did not enjoy it; she preferred a stil, huiselijk
leben, as she would put it. One such responsibility was hosting members of the Riksdagen (Parliament)
for dinner. Louise had opposed the parliamentary reform in 1865-66, and was conservative in her view
of how a monarch should wield his power. Her letter makes it clear that the dinner with the politicians
will not be an amusement, but sometimes, even a Queen has to give in...

Fribrev Cabinett and the Free Letter privilege
Members of the Royal family had enjoyed free-letter privilieges since the erection of

instructed that a specific Stockholm free-letter cancel was to be used, and that
records of all free-letters sent were to be kept for accounting purposes.

Royal free-letters sent abroad were under the responsibility of the Cabinet for
International Mail Exchange; an entity under the Chancellery of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, hence the term «Fribrev Cabinett». Postage due to foreign postal
services was paid by KSPA in Hamburg.

Queen Louise and other members of the Royal family would irregularly make use of
their free-letter privileges. Free-letters were normally subject to inspection. It can be
established that this was not the case for Fribrev Cabinett, and most of Queen
Louise’s letters sent this way are sealed with her personal wax seal.

the Swedish postal service in 1636. By Royal decree of 22 April 1830, it was

The party King; Carl XV. Portrait photo by
Mathias Hansen, Stockholm, 1866

) ! Free-letter (Fribrev Cabinett) from Stockholm 28.04.1867 via Kiel and Hamburg. Oval «<FRANCO» cancel used by KSPA in Hamburg and other Swedish border post offices. Total tarifff
Above: Louise bas to host a dinner for members of Parliament, and is not happy about it. Insert: Formal dinner at 49 6re/5,5 Sgr; annotation «3 Yor inred for Dutch (1) and Prussian (2,5) share of postage in Sgr. On reverse: Kiel-Hamburg railway cancel, Dutch delivery and arrival cancels. Red wax seal
Ulriksdal 1867. Louise in the middle with monocles. Contemparmy drawing by Fritz von Dardel. with Queen’s greater coat qf arms. 22 out of 100 stampless Queen’s letters recorded are sent as Fribrev Cabinett; most of them during 1861-62. BR: SL98.
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Copenhagen bound

1869

Lilla naden leaves the nest

Crown Princess Louise of Denmark

Princess Lovisa - Lilla niden - was engaged to Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark at Bickaskog Castle in July 1868, at the
age of 17. A year later, the couple married in Stockholm, and her inevitable move to Copenhagen was soon a fact; the Royal
couple entered the Danish capital in August 1869. A few weeks later, having overseen her daughter’s move, Queen Louise
returns to an empty nest in Stockholm. She retrieves her plume and paper, and commences to write what will ultimately be the
last recorded Queen’s Letters. In only a short time, both the King and Queen Louise herself would also leave Stockholm Royal
Palace for good - but for much different reasons.

Traveling Post Office
cancel (Sodra Stambanan) cancel

Dutch arrival

Dutch delivery

The 30 6re rate was a result of a new Swedish —Dutch postal convention of
1868, with subsequent amendments and rate adjustments valid from
1.1.1869 for letters sent in closed transit through Denmark and directly to
the Netherlands. The rate was equally divided between Sweden and The

Netherlands, each country bearing the expenses for transit postage.

Hannover

Oberhausen

The normal route of conveyance from Stockholm was via the S6dra Stambanan railway line to Malmg, and via Korser to Kiel
by steamship, from where transport was done by railway to The Hague. The full distance could now be covered in as 2-3 days.
As mail was sent in closed mail bags for the entire journey from the Swedish border post office, letters do not bear any Danish
or German transit cancels.

PN
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Letter franked with F11, sent 29.09.1869 from Stockholm in closed transit through Denmark and directly to the Netherlands. The letter was first sent by
train to Malmé via Sédra Stambanan, as can be seen from the Pkxp Nr 2 cancel. Dutch arrival cancel of 02.10.1869 and delivery cancel «D22», indicating
the letter was delivered on the fourth delivery tour of the day. The Stockholm Tur cancel is an anomaly. Like the Dutch delivery cancel, it was primarily used to
state the delivery round on which a letter was delivered. It was also used for cancelling local mail, and as such it should not be expected on a Queen’s letzer sent
abroad. This is the only Queen’s letter recorded with this cancel. All in all, six Queen’s letters exist with the 30 dre franking, including the very last Queen’s
letter recorded, sent 10.10.1869. BR: V95.

LE PRINCE ROYAL FREDERIC DE DANEMARK ET SA TIANCEE LA PRINCESSE LOUISE DE SULDE,

’aprés des photographies, — Voir le Bulletin,

Princess Lovisa of Norway and Sweden becomes Crown Princess Louise of Denmark. Like today, Royal engagements received much
international attention from the Eurgpean press; this one was no exception. From «L'univers Illustrés, Paris, 19.09.1868.
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Depuis le mort de la Reine

376

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS

A unique Queen - a unique correspondence

APRIL 15, 1871

THE
LATE QUEEN OF
SWEDEN.

The late Queen, Wilhel-
mina Frederica Alexan-
drina Anna  Louisa,
Princess of Orange, and
Queen Consort to King
Charles XV. of Sweden
and Norway, was a
daughter of Prince
William Frederick of the
Netherlands, who isuncle
to the King of Holland.
She was born Aug. b,
1828, and married in
June, 1850. Her Majesty
was much esteemed and
beloved in Sweden, as a
good wife and mother
and a gracious Queen.,
Her health and strength
had lately declined, and
when she was seized with
illness she could not
throw it off. In Decem-
ber her mother, Princess
William Frederick of
Holland, died. At that
inclement = season the
Queen had gone to be
with her mother in her
illness, when, her voyage
and journey having been
attended with much
fatigue, the seeds of her
last disease were doubt-
less sown. No sooner
had she returned home
than the King became
seriously ill, when she
attended on him night
and day, and this per-
formance of duty has
proved too much for her,
the husband and family
having now to lament
the loss of one for whom,
it may be truly said, three
nationsmourn with them.
The King was in a very
feeble state ; but he in-
sisted on being carried to
see the Queen before her
death, whenherdaughter,
Princess Louise, and her
husband, the Crown
Prince of Denmark, who
had arrived from Copen-
hagen two days before,
were also present. The
Crown Princess of Den-
mark is her Majesty's
only surviving child ; the
only other —a son —
having died in early in-
fancy. On the death of
that son the King gave

THE LATE QUEEN OF SWEDEN,
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venbtohisgrief in a poem,
which appears in his pub-
lished writings, It may
also be remarked that
the Queen was an author
of some repute, having,
under the nom de ?zhme
of “Jane Voncome,” pub-
lished in Swedish a trans.
lation of an English work
called “The Labourers in
the Vineyard,” of which
the profits were devoted
to charitable purposes.

SIR J. BENEDICT.

Jules Benedict was born
at Stutgardt on Dec. 24,
1804. The favourable
social position held by his
family ensured for him a
deliberate and thorough
art-training, and a liberal
education, that have
sometimes been denied to
musicians less fortunate
in their early surround-
ings, After completing
his preliminary studies,
the young artist was sent,
1n 1819, to Weimar, where
he had the advantage of
the instruction of Hum-
melin pianoforte-playing,
in which accomplishment
he earned great distinc-
tion at an early age. The
good effects of his studies
in this direction have con-
tinued to be manifested,
both in solo performances
and in that excellence as
an accompanist which has
long been one of the many
distinguishing merits of
the subject of this
notice. The most im-
portant epoch, however,
in his art-career was
his visit to Dresden in
1820, and the commence-
ment of that double re-
lation of pupil and friend
to the immortal composer
of “Der Freischiitz,”
COarl Maria von Weber,
which had so powarfui
an influence on the pro-
gress of the former as a
dramatic composer. Va-
rious journeys were made
by master and disciple—
among other places to
Berlin and Vienna, at
which latter city, in 1823,
the younger composer
first entered on active
theatrical occupation as

Memorial coin in pewter, issued to commemorate the
death of Queen Louise on 30 March, 1871
(Lea Ahlborn, Stockholm 1871)

When Victoire Wauthier turned 72 on 4 April, 1871, there was
no birthday letter from Stockholm, for the first time in many
years. Another, combined birthday/condolance letter from that
day bears Victoire’s inscription; «depuis le mort de la Reine».
Louise’s death at the age of only 42 five days earlier came as a
shock to many, not least to her husband, Carl XV, who in
despair burned most of her personal diaries and archives. Louise’s
correspondence is therefore not just unique in a postal historic
and philatelic context; it also remains the single, most important
primary information source about her personal life. Thanks to
Victoire Wauthier, and perhaps with a little help from Louise’s
sister Marie, her legacy lives on — through The Queen’s Letters.
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