
Württemberg, July-August 1870, Field post cards
The Kingdom of Wür0emberg issued postal cards with a value stamp already in July 1870 for the ordinary mail. For the 
field post during the war 1870-71 a series of formular cards were issued in July-August 1870, looking very much like the 
postal cards but without a value stamp and no stamp box.
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The “Front 
card” to be 
used by the 
soldiers.

“Von” (From) 
as the first 
word in the 
first Ntle line.

Card size 
112x169 mm.

The back side 
of the “Front 

card”, with 11 
do0ed lines 

for the 
message and 
“Signature of 
the sender:” 

at the front of 
the last line.

References:  
(F) Frech, H-P (2015) Die Correspondenzkarten und Postkartenformulare der Ehemaligen Postvereinsländer
und des Deutschen Kaiserreiches. Self-published.



Württemberg, July-August 1870, “Home” field post cards - varieties
For the field post during the war 1870-71 the kingdom of Wür0emberg issued a series of formular cards in July-August 
1870. Two types of the cards to be used for mail to the soldiers were issued.
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Card #2, type I of the “Home card” to be used for mail to the soldiers. “Nach” (To) as the first word in the first 
Ntle line. The third Ntle line has “Wür0embergischen” without shortening. This card is large, 112x174 mm.

Card #3, type II of the “Home card”. “Wür0embergischen” shortened in the third Ntle line. 
The line breaks in note 4 are different in the two types of cards. Card size 112x166 mm. 



France September, 1870, The Red Cross in Alsace
During the Franco-German war 1870 the city of Strasbourg was under siege by the Prussian army during August-
September. The French Red Cross took an iniNaNve to prepare correspondence cards for communicaNon for civilians, 
soldiers and wounded with the rest of France. Some 10,000 cards were sent (B), but a very limited number passed the 
walls of Strasbourg. Only 31 used cards are known.

The cards were printed on white paper, with a card size of 112 x 145 mm. The print is black text; a first line with a red 
cross, a second, larger line saying “Auxiliary commi0ee of Strasbourg” and three address lines starNng with “A M, à and 
M”.
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Reference:  
(B) Boutserin, P. (2020) Les Cartes de Correspondance de la Croix Rouge en Alsace en 1870. SPAL AssociaNon 
de Spécialistes en marques postales et obliteraNons d’Alsace-Lorraine. Histoire Postale de la guerre de 1870-
1871 en Alsace-Lorraine.
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A 1970 reprint of a card 
from the Red Cross in 

Strasbourg.
A large, round red 

stamping of the 
Strasbourg Red Cross 

Commi0ee.

The card is one of five 
known (B) that travelled 
with the last convoy of 
wounded out of 
Strasbourg to Saint Louis 
near the Swiss border. 
It has a September 24 
stamping of St. Louis and 
a large blue “Auxiliary 
commi0ee of St. Louis” 
on the back side.

One of 31 known (B) 
cards from the siege of 

Strasbourg 1870. 
The card was used on 

September 20 and 
transited via Saint Louis, 

close to the Swiss border, 
and Basel (Bâle) to Paris. 

Red oval stamping of 
“Agence InternaNonal“ of 

the Red Cross in Basel. 



France 1870, early November – Dèpéche-Réponse cards using pigeons
In November 1870, formular cards were issued for general use of pigeons for mail to the besieged city of Paris. Before 
November 1870, this mail was only used by the military. Messages to Paris could be transferred by formulaNng (four) 
quesNons that could be answered by yes or No and send the quesNons in a le0er together with a Depeche-Answer card. 
The le0er was sent by a balloon out of Paris. The answer cards were microfilmed and sent by a pigeon back to Paris where 
the microfilm was developed and returned to the original sender.

36

A Depeche - Answer card with size 66x107 mm, 
thick cardboard and a 5 c stamp affixed.

The back side of this card. 

A decree was issued on November 10, 1870, by the 
“Gouvernement de la defense naNonale” 

describing the use use of these cards. 
The cost of a Depeche - Answer card was 5 

cenNmes, confirmed by a 5c stamp. 

Cards were obviously issued in several types, not 
listed anywhere. Here four types are shown, with 

differences in the wording, the font and the 
posiNon of the text, on both sides.

A second type of a Depeche - Answer card with 
size 61x107 mm, white thin paper, and an empty 
stamp box.

A fourth type of a Depeche - Answer 
card with size 59x107 mm, white 
paper, with a 5 c stamp affixed.

References: 
DECRET CONCERNANT LES DEPECHES PAR PIGEONS. 
Journal Officiel de Paris., 10 novembre 1870.
La Perre de Roo, M.V. (1872) La Poste par Pigeons 
Voyageurs, Pendant le Siége de Paris (1870-71). 
BulleDn de la Société d’AcclimataDon, 
October 1872.

A third type of a Depeche - Answer card with size 
61x107 mm, brown paper, with a 5 c stamp affixed.



Luxemburg, September 1, 1870 – first card, in German
The Grand Duchy of Luxemburg was formed in 1815 but was ruled by the King of The Netherlands un?l 1890. It 
was obviously independent from The Netherlands in the 1870s when it comes to issuing postal cards. 
Luxemburg issued eight formular cards before 1874, when the first cards with an imprinted stamp were issued. 
The formular cards appeared similar to the cards from NDP and were issued in both German and French, two of 
them already in September 1870. Luxemburg was in the 1870s part of the North German postal union and the 
cards could be used to NDP, Baden, Bavaria, WürPemberg and Austria, as said in note 6 on the first cards (F).

The postage was 10 cen?mes for domes?c mail and 12.5 c. to Germany and Austria. 
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This card is printed on brown-red paper. Only 100 cards were issued, on September 1, 1870.

The card is type III (F), with a long, thin dash between Correspondenz and Karte in the headline of the 
notes, different digits “2” in notes 2) and 7) and “für” in not7.

References:  
(F) Frech, H-P (2015) Die Correspondenzkarten und Postkartenformulare der Ehemaligen Postvereinsländer und des 
Deutschen Kaiserreiches. Self-published
(M) Montagne, J.F. (2018) Les Cartes Correspondance du Grand Duche de Luxembourg. Postkarten. Formulare.                
Self-published, November 2018.

The first formular card from Luxemburg, ”Correspondence card” in German, issued on September 1 & 10, 
1870 (F). The cards were printed by T. Schroell in Luxemburg (M) on different coloured paper and had a 

number of differences in the prinNng of the text.

thin, long dash in the 
head-line of the notes

”für” in note 7

A digit ”2” with a straight foot in note 2) and in ½ of 12 ½ in note 7.

damaged ”o” in bezogen
 on line 3 in note 1



Luxemburg September 10, 1870 – first card, in German – varieties
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Card type V, 
with “Lakal-
” instead of 
“Lokal-” on 
the second 
line of note 

1) (F).

The card 
has a short, 

thick dash 
between 

Correspond
enz and 

Karte in the 
headline of 
the notes, 

different 
digits “2” in 

notes 2) and 
7) and “für” 

in not7.

The first formular card from Luxemburg, ”Correspondence card” in German, issued on September 10, 1870 (F).

Card type IV, 
with a short, 
thick dash 
between 
Correspondenz
and Karte in 
the headline of 
the notes (F).

All digits ”2” 
with a curved 
foot:

”die” in note 7:

“Lokal-” on the second line of note 1) erroneously spelled “Lakal-”.



Luxemburg September 10, 1870 – second card, in French
The second formular card from Luxemburg, ”Correspondence card” now in French, issued on the same date as 
the card in German, September 10, 1870. The cards #2 were also printed by T. Schroell in Luxemburg (M).
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This card is 
type I (F), or 
type 3 (M), 
with a thin 
dash in the 
headline of 
the notes: 

The horizontal 
posi?ons of 
the words 
“pour” in note 
7) are different 
in card type 
I/3 and type 
II/2 (F, M).

I/3   .

II/2   .

This card is 
type II (F), or 

type 2 (M), 
with a thick 
dash in the 
headline of 
the notes:

On the two 
cards the last 

word of the 
third line of 

note 1) is 
“les” 

and the last 
word of line 3 

in note 6) is 
“Wur-”.

This card was used in 1874 from Be0embourg in the south to a newspaper in the city of Luxemburg without 
a stamp affixed for the postage, confirmed by handwri0en “Z.S.”, Zeitungssachen, in the stampbox..



Luxemburg 1870 – second card, in French - varieties
The second formular cards, in French, were also printed on different coloured paper and with a number of
varie?es in the printed text.
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This card is 
type III (F), or 
type 4 (M), 
with a thick 
dash in the 
headline of 
the notes. 

The last word 
of the third 
line of note 1) 
is “les”: 

The last word 
of line 3 in 
note 6) is “le”:

This card is 
type IV (F), 

or type 1 
(M), with a 
thick dash 

in the 
headline of 
the notes.

The last 
word of the 
third line of 

note 1) is 
“et”:           .

. 

The last 
word of 
line 3 in 

note 6) is 
“Wur-”:   .

This card was used in 1874 from Esch-Alze0e in the south to a newspaper in the city of Luxemburg without 
a stamp affixed for the postage, confirmed by handwri0en “Z.S.”, Zeitungssachen, in the stampbox.



The Netherlands, January 1871 - formular cards for foreign use
The only difference between the 1871 postal cards and and the 1871 formular cards is the imprinted stamp 
missing on the formular cards. The frame, the ?tle Postal card in Dutch and the four notes at the boPom are all 
the same. They were both printed in the same colour varia?ons. The formular cards were meant for foreign use, 
with different postage to different countries.

Later, in November 1873, the remaining formular cards were issued with an imprinted 2 ½ cent stamp.  Then the 
printed stamp had a somewhat different colour than the frame and the text.
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Reference: (G) Geuzendam's Catalogus van de Postwaardestukken van Nederland en Overzeese Rijksdelen. 
8e EdiSe. Geuzendam's Postzegelhandel, Gravenhage 2008
(C) Corinphila, private communicaSon, Veitlingen 2015

Formular card #I, called Postal card in 
Dutch, without the 2 ½ cent imprinted 

stamp but with three 5c stamps for 
internaNonal use, to London in 1873. 

Cards sent to other countries than 
Belgium and Germany are very rare (G). 

This card is one of only two cards known 
sent to England (C).  

Formular card #I, called Postal card in 
Dutch, without the 2 ½ cent imprinted 
stamp but with the four line note at the 
bo0om of the card. 

Brown-lilac colour. 

550.000 formular cards were issued but 
465.000 of them were used to print the 
value stamp postal card #1a. 
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The Netherlands 1873; postal card from formular card for domestic use
In November 1873 The Netherlands issued a new print of postal card #1, using the le#over formular cards #I 
from 1871! The formular cards became obsolete since a new postal card with a 5 c value stamp was issued, 
meant for mail to Belgium.

The formular card, #1, was imprinted with a violet 2 ½ cent stamp. In this way the value stamp got a different 
colour than the rest of the card.

Card #1a, G4 (G), with 2½ cent violet 
imprinted value stamp. The value stamp 

was imprinted in November or 
December (G) 1873 on formula card #I 

from 1871 and has a different colour 
than the rest of the card.

The card was issued in 465.000 copies.

This card was used in January 1874 from 
Utrecht to Arnhem.

Reference: (G) Geuzendam's Catalogus van de Postwaardestukken van Nederland en Overzeese Rijksdelen. 
8e EdiSe. Geuzendam's Postzegelhandel, Gravenhage 2008

The Netherlands 1871 formular cards - new colour
The frame, the ?tle Postal card in Dutch and the four notes at the boPom are all the same on the formular card 
as on the postal card. They were both printed in the same colour varia?ons. 

Formular card #I, called Postal card in 
Dutch, without an imprinted stamp but 
with the four line note at the bo0om of 
the card. 

Blue-lilac colour.  

550.000 formular cards were issued but 
465.000 of them were used to print the 
value stamp on postal card #1a. 



USA 1871, American Post Card Company - Essay
The American Post Card Company card was patented in August 1871 and is the first “forerunner”/essay of the first 
American postal card issued in 1873 (Fa).
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References:
(Fa) Falberg, B. (2018) (ed.) A Historical Catalog of U.S. POSTAL CARD ESSAYS AND PROOFS. 8th EdiNon, revised 
December 2018. 503 pp. United Postal StaNonery Society, Chester, VA.
(T) Toal, R. (2020) The Lipman Postal Card: Forerunner From Philadelphia. 123 pp. United Postal StaNonery 
Society, Chester, VA.
(S) Stevens, C.H. (ed.) (1970) United States. Postal Card Catalog. United Postal StaNonery Service UPSS. 136 pp.

UPSS Essay Card No. S1E-Ea (Fa) 
patented by the American Post Card 

Company on August 8, 1871.

Thick cardboard with card size 77 x 
126 mm. Dark green print of a thick 

frame, stamp box, three address lines 
and an eagle in the upper les corner.  

The frame has “American Post Card 
Company” in the top frame and the 

address of the company at the 
bo0om frame. 

The American “Lipman Card” had a similar appearance as the front page of the American Post Card Company card, with 
the same size, the same locaNon of the stamp box and the same three address lines. 
The Lipman card was believed for a long Nme to be the first “post card”, bearing a copyright claim from 1861. 
“New informaSon has been found that totally rewrites the story of the Lipman Postal Card”, says Toal (2020), however. 
The copyright was not for the card but for features like the address lines on the card. The first use of the card was for a 
long Nme believed to be 1870, but the examinaNon by Toal (2020) points at 1872. 

The back side of UPSS No. S1E-Ea with 
a facing paper and thin paper flaps on 

the sides and the top forming an 
envelope. The top flap is gummed to 

seal the message. 

The message could be wri0en on the 
back side of the card and on the two 

sides of the facing paper.



Spain – August 1871 to 1872 - precursor cards with letter postage 
The new king of Spain, Amadeo I, issued a royal order on May 10, 1871 that was signed by the prime minister, to 
issue postal cards on July 1, 1871 (L). The poli?cal instability, however, postponed the issue of postal cards with a 
value stamp un?l December 1873; a delay of more than two years. In the mean?me, several formular cards 
without a value stamp were issued by private ini?a?ves. 
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The rare, very first Spanish 
precursor card (J), issued in 

Madrid in August 1871 by  
Abelardo de Carlos, also 

meant as adverNsement for 
his fashion magazine. 

Thick cardboard, size 137x78 
mm. Lithographic prinNng in 

blue.

A single line frame leaving a 
margin for the adverNsement. 

A first line reading “Province 
of …” and three address lines. 

A stamp box in the bo0om les 
corner.

References:  (J) Javier Padín Vaamonde, F. Enteros Postales de Espana (1873-1973). Direccion General de Correos y 
Telegrafos, 1990

 (C) Carreras, F. Las Tarjetas Postales en Espana, , Imprenta de Francisco Altés, Angeles, Barcelona 1903

The back side of the first precursor card, 
with printed  space for the date in 1871 and 

space for the message.

A rare second version of the first Spanish precursor card (J), issued 
in Madrid in August 1871 by  Abelardo de Carlos, again with 
adverNsement for his fashion magazine, now on the back side. 
Thick cardboard, a different size: 103x71 mm. Lithographic prinNng 
in blue. Again, a first line reading “Province of …”, three address 
lines and a stamp box in the bo0om les corner.

This card was used already in April 1872 between Madrid and 
Bilbao. The postage, 1 milésima, corresponds to the postage for 
printed ma0er.

The back side of the second version of the 
first precursor card, with a printed message 

and a cancellaNon from April 1872.

This card was used already in November 1871 between Madrid and 
Barcelona. The postage, 50 milésimas, corresponds to the postage 
for an ordinary le0er since the reduced rate for postal cards was not 
yet applicable. 

c



Chile, 1st and 2nd printings, November and December 1871
Chile printed the first formular card in November 1871. Only 6000 cards were printed. They were put on sale on 
December 24, 1871 and some two thousand cards were sold the first four days (H). The cards were supposed to 
be stamped with a two centavos stamp for inland postal services and two+two centavos stamps when the card 
had to be carried by ship.

At the end of December 1871 a second prin?ng was made, now with 60,000 copies. Both prin?ngs were made 
by the Albion Press of the Cox & Taylor Company in London (H) which is seen as a note at the boPom of the 
cards; the first having a legend of IMPRENTA ALBION -2483-11-71 and the second IMP. ALBION -2571-12-71. 

45Reference: (H) Haworth, W.B. (1919) CHILE. An outline of the Postal Issues 1766-1919. Stamp CollecSng 
Handbook No. 17. Offices of Stamp CollecSng, London 1919. 193 pp. 

Chilean formular card from the first prinNng 
in November 1871, issued on December 24, 

(H&G) (H).

The card has a frame with an outer wavy line 
with sharp corners, 35 x 22 diamonds and an 

inner straight line. The first text line says 
”Postal card” in Spanish. All of the A’s have a 
cross bar. Below this is a 25 mm long line “of 
ornamental rule” (H) with a filled diamond in 

the centre. The second text line has the 
le0ers “Sr.D.” to the les.

This card is is H&G 3 and SFC-TP1a with 
yellowish white paper.

The note at the bo0om of the card gives the 
name of the printer and the month (11-71) 
of prinNng. 

A Chilean formular card H&G 6, SFC-TP5, 
from the second prinNng in December 1871; 
60,000 cards were issued in late December 
1871 (H).

The frame has 35 x 21 diamonds, and the 
outer corners are rounded. All of the A’s have 
a cross bar. Thick white paper. 

The line below the first text line is now 40 
mm long and has a wider ornament in the 
centre.

The second text line has now the le0ers 
“S.D.” to the les.

The note at the bo0om of the card gives the name 
of the printer and the month (12-71) of prinNng.



Chile 1871 - or 1892?
Chile printed the first formular card in November 1871. Only 6000 cards were printed. They were put on sale on December 
24, 1871 and some two thousand cards were sold the first four days (H). 

Only one used card of the true November prinNng is known, according to Towle (www.postalstaNonery.org). 
A large number of similar cards used in 1892 and 1893 are known, however. These cards must be quesNoned. One card to 
support that is shown below.
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Searching for an explanaNon by contacNng Chilean philatelic 
experts, Towle (2015) had one: The cards H&G #1-3 are later 

reprints from 1892-93! This will be published in an upcoming book 
by R.A. Towle. 

His claim is supported by the following facts:
- no used cards H&G #1-3 are known that are cancelled before 

1892,
- a large number of cards H&G #1-3 that are cancelled 1892-1893 

are available; two are shown in this exposiNon,
- one card is known with a watermark “1881”, Towle (2015).

The card shown here strongly supports this claim, with a watermark 
“1880”  and another paper maker, “New…”, than Green & Son.

References: 
(H) Haworth, W.B. (1919) CHILE. An outline of the Postal Issues 1766-1919. Stamp CollecSng Handbook No. 17. 
Offices of Stamp CollecSng, London 1919. 193 pp.
(SFC) SFC (2006), Sociedad Filatelica de Chile, Tarjetas Postales Provisorias, Filatelia Chilena Catálogo
Especializado 2006, pp. A54-A57 
Towle, Ross A. Chile: 10 or less, hgps://www.postalstaSonery.org/html/chile__10_or_less.html
Towle, Ross A. (2006) Watermarked Chilean Formular Cards, Postal StaSonery #350, September-October 2006
Towle, Ross A. (2015) Private communicaSon with R.A. Towle, San Francisco, USA

Another Chilean formular card from the first 
prinNng in November 1871, issued on 
December 24, (H&G), (H). This card is late 
used, between Valparaiso and the north of 
Chile and carries one two-centavo stamp.

This card is #3 according to (H&G), (H) and 
(SFC). 

The card, however, has a watermark! 
That is not menNoned anywhere, in any 
literature. Towle (2006) studied the 
watermarks on the later cards #13-16 
printed in 1872: watermarks as parallel lines 
appear on the whole part of a large paper 
but watermarks as text and a year are rare 
and appear only in the centre of a large 
paper.

The back side of the card with a watermark, most 
probably ”1880 New…”.

https://www.postalstationery.org/html/chile__10_or_less.html
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Russia – January 1872
In January 1872 (A) Russia issued its first formular card printed in black with a size of 130 x 90 mm with space for,
or with an affixed, stamp. The card has a double-eagle coat-of arms top lem and a first ?tle line saying “open
lePer” in Russian Cyrillic lePers.

The back side has a frame 
with two notes.

Russian formular card #1 with space 
for a stamp, a Ntle with small Cyrillic 
le0ers, coat-of-arms to the les, five 

address lines and two notes at the 
bo0om. This card is type b.

Card #1 type g with a 3 kopek stamp 
affixed for local mail.

This card #1, type x, was sent from 
Moscow to Riga in Latvia in 1872 

with a postage of 5 kopek for 
domesNc mail.

Reference: (I & F) A.C. Ilyushin & O.B. 
Forafontov (2003) Catalogue of 
Postal StaSonery of the Russian 
Empire 1845-1917 (in Russian). 

Russian Union of Philatelists, 
Moscow 2003
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Russia – May 1872
In early May 1872 (MiE) Russia issued the first two postal cards, together with a second formular card in black
with the same appearance as the first one but a larger font size on the first line.
The second formular card has the same appearance as the the two postal cards with value stamp.
All four cards issued in 1872 have the same first ?tle line saying “open lePer” in Russian Cyrillic lePers.

Russian formular card #2 with space 
for a stamp, the same coat-of-arms to 

the les, the same Ntle but with large 
le0ers, six address lines and two notes 

at the bo0om. Issued in May 1872.
The first note tells what postage to 

use, 3 kopek for local use and 5 kopek 
for naNonal use, as for the postal cards 

issued at the same Nme.

The back side has a frame with two 
notes; the frame being somewhat 
larger than the frame on formular 
card #1.

Russian formular card #2 used aser 
UPU, sent to Hamburg in 1879 with a 
postage of 3 kopek. 

The postage was reduced once in 
1875 and once again in 1879.

Reference: (I & F) A.C. Ilyushin & O.B. Forafontov (2003) Catalogue of Postal StaSonery of the Russian 
Empire 1845-1917 (in Russian). Russian Union of Philatelists, Moscow 2003



German Empire (Deutsches Reich) 1871-1873
In early 1871 the German Empire was created, including 27 old German states or regions. The empire took over the postal 
services from all the states except Baden, Bavaria and WürEemberg, which conGnued to issue postal cards of their own.
During 1871-1873 the German Empire issued 36 single cards and 19 double cards, printed in numerous ciGes around the 
empire. Many of the cards have only small differences in the type of eagle used, details in the notes, with/without formular 
number C.154 and number of address lines. 

Fourteen different eagles were used for these cards:

The postage rates for domesGc mail differed between 
Northern and Southern States. For local mail numerous 
postage rates were used, including city stamps without value.

German Imperial Postal District - large “correspondence card” 1871, 
#1 
The empire issued its first formular cards in 1871 with a large size of 163 x 108 mm. The appearance is similar to the 
previous cards from NDP. Up Gll June 30, 1872, the two first lines read  “Deutsches Reichspostgebiet. Correspondenz-Karte” 
(“German Imperial Postal District. Correspondence cards”), with the German eagle in the middle of the first line. 
The first group of large formular cards had five notes at the boEom; later cards have only four notes. 
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The first formular card from the German Empire, #1 (F), issued in July 1871. The eagle is No. 4 with a small shield and no leaves 
around the crown. A straight first line with a large font. “Deutsches Reichs-” to the leI of the eagle and “Post-Gebiet” to the right. 

“Bes0mmungsort” type 2. Five notes and C.154 boNom right. The card was issued by OPD in Frankfurt am Main (F). 

References: (F) Frech, H-P (2015) Die Correspondenzkarten und Postkartenformulare der Ehemaligen
Postvereinsländer und des Deutschen Kaiserreiches. Private publisher, Hausach. 672 pp.
Müller, P. (2013) Die Deutsche Reichspost 1871, ArGe NDP, Schricenreihe 57. 210 pp.

2                      4                     6                    7                    8                   9           10                 11                 12                 13                   14                  15                 16 17      

The earliest known use of the first formular card from the German Empire, #1 (F). 
Sent from Bad Ems to Bad Weilbach on July 22, 1871, with a postage of 1 Groschen. 

This card was shown by Müller (2013). 



Cards #2 issued 
in July 1871 
from the central 
post offices in 
Schwerin and 
Hamburg (F). 
The eagle is No. 
3 with a small 
shield. No 
“C.154” at 
boEom right.

“BesGmmungs-
ort” type 1.

This card is type 
I, with thick 
dashes before 
“Karte” in the 
line above the 
notes.

German Postal District - large “correspondence cards” 1871, #2
The second formular card issued by the German Empire in 1871 had the same size and text but “Postgebiet” in one word. 
Now the first line in an arch and a smaller font size. “Deutsches Reichs-” to the lec of the eagle and “Postgebiet” to the 
right. The size is 163 x 111 mm. Five notes, without the formular number C.154 boEom right. 
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This card is type 
II, with thin 

dashes before 
“Karte” in the 
line above the 

notes.

Type II:

The earliest recorded use of card #2, July 31, 1871 (F), 
from Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania to Saxony, with a postage of 1 Groschen.

Type I:



German Postal District - large “correspondence cards” 1872, #3 & #4
The third and forth “correspondence cards”, issued in 1872, were very similar to the first and second card, respecGvely. 
The main differences are the eagles; the eagles now have leaves around the crown.  
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Card #4 issued in 
March 1872 by 
OPD Münster.

“Deutsches” to 
the lec of the 

eagle, contrary 
to card #2 that 

had “Deutsches
Reich”. The size 

is 164 x 113 mm. 
The eagle is No. 

7 with a large 
shield and leaves 

around the 
crown. Formular 
number “C.154” 
at boEom right. 
“BesGmmungs-

ort” type 18.

Only two used 
copies are 
known (F).

Card #3 issued 
in January 1872 
by OPD 
Frankfurt/Main.

Eagle No. 6 
with a large 
shield and 
leaves around 
the crown.
“Deutsches
Reichs-” to the 
lec of the 
eagle. 

The size is 164 x 
113 mm. 
Formular No. 
“C.154” at 
boEom right. 
“BesGmmungs-
ort” type 2.

Card #3 used locally in Southern NPD, within Frankfurt am Main, with a postage of 1 Kreuzer.



German Postal District – large/smaller “correspondence cards” 1872, #5&6
The fich “correspondence card” was very similar to card #4 and they were issued the same month. The differences are the 
eagle, different notes, no formular number, no lines on the back side.
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Postvereinsländer und des Deutschen Kaiserreiches. Private publisher, Hausach. 672 pp.

Card #5 issued in March 1872 from the OPD in Hannover, printed by Druckerei Kümmel (F). 
“Deutsches” to the lec of the eagle. The size is 163 x 108 mm. The eagle is No. 10 with a large shield and 

leaves around the crown. No formular number “C.154” at boEom right. “BesQmmungsort” type 8.

The first known use of card #5, March 8, 1872 (F). 
Postage 1 Groschen for use from Harburg in Hamburg to  Northern Lower-Saxony.

(The card is damaged at the top edge)

Card #6 in a smaller size,
145 x 93 mm, issued in 

May 1872 from the 
central post office in 

Frankfurt am Main (F). 
“Deutsches” to the lec of 

the eagle and “Reichs-
postgebiet” to the right. 
The eagle is No. 6 with a 

large shield. 
Formular number C.154. 

boEom right.

A ½ Groschen stamp 
affixed, for usage acer 

July 1, 1872.



German Postal District - smaller “correspondence cards” 1872, #7 & #8 
The third group of formular cards issued by the German Empire in May-July 1872 were smaller, 145-148 x 92-93 mm, had 
the first line in an arch, the text with a smaller font size and a large eagle. Four notes, with some differences, five address 
lines and with or without the formular number C.154 boEom. 

53Reference: (F) Frech, H-P (2015) Die Correspondenzkarten und Postkartenformulare der Ehemaligen
Postvereinsländer und des Deutschen Kaiserreiches. Private publisher, Hausach. 672 pp.

Wür$emberg nr 4h 1 kr grönt obeg2

Card #7 in a smaller size,
148 x 93 mm, issued in 
July 1872 (F) from the 
central post offices in 
Schwerin and Hamburg. 

“Deutsches” to the lec of 
the eagle and “Reichs-
postgebiet” to the right.

The eagle is No. 8 with a 
large shield. 
No “C.154” at boEom 
right.

Card #8 in a smaller size,
145 x 89 mm, issued in 

January 1872 (F) from the 
OPD in Karlsruhe and 

Konstanz.

“Deutsches Reichs-” to the 
lec of the eagle and 

“Post=gebiet” to the right. 
The eagle is No. 6 with a 

large shield. No “C.154” at 
boEom right.

Used in 1873 within Baden 
with a correct postage of                 

2 Kreuzer.
Rare blue cancellaGon.

e

Early usage, on July 15, 1872, within the city of Hamburg with a local stamp with no value digit.
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “nach”, #9 & #10 
The German Empire issued new formular cards in July 1872. From July 1, the first two lines now read “Deutsche 
Reichspost. Postkarte” (German Post. Postal card), and the size is somewhat smaller, 144 x 88 mm. The boUom 
fourth has four notes with instrucVons. The first word in the last line of note 4 is “nach”. 

Formular card #10 (above) 
issued by the German 

Empire in July 1872, in 
Hamburg, Mecklenburg and 

Schleswig-Holstein. 
Eagle No. 8.

Formular card #9, with eagle No. 11, issued by the German
Empire in July 1872, printed by Geheimen Ober-
Holuchdruckerei in Berlin for use in Brandenburg and Pommern.

Formular card #10E issued 
by Carl Kühn & Söhne in 

October 1872 in Berlin but 
used in all of the German 

Empire (F). The card is 
idenGcal to cards #9 and #10 

except for the eagle No. 9 
and “C 154.” is missing at 
boEom right. This card is 

type II that was printed on a 
thick cardboard made of 

lecover NDP-Feldpost cards 
that were glued together (F).

Used in December 1872 
from Berlin to Hessen with a 

½ Groschen stamp. 

Formular card #9 (below) and 
#10 (right) with the only 
difference being the eagle 
and the horizontal posiGon of 
the formular number C. 154. 
The notes are idenGcal.

Both cards have four notes at the boEom and “C. 154” at boEom right. The first words in the first lines of note 1 are
“Mit/BrieTrägern/verabfolgt”. Large space between the dots in the address lines (F).

This card #9 was used already on July 2, 1872,
from Berlin to Lower Saxony with a ½ Groschen
stamp. First recorded use is July 1 (F).
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “nach”, #11, 13 & 14

Formular card #14 type 
II, issued by the German 

Empire in July 1872, in 
Saxony (F).

Eagle No. 15. 
First words in the first 

lines of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/ 

verabfolgt” (F).
“C 154.” at boEom right 

in bold leEers.
Used already in July 1872 

between Saxony-Anhalt 
and Hamburg, with a 

postage of ½ Groschen. 

Formular card #11, issued 
by the “Upper Post Office 
Hamburg” in July 1872 (F).
Eagle No. 10. 
First word in the last line of 
note 4 is “nach”. 
First words in the first lines 
of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/ 
verabfolgt” (F).
“C 154.” at boEom right.
Used in 1873 in the 
Northern state of  
Mecklenburg–Western 
Pomerania, with a postage 
of ½ Groschen. 

Formular card #13, issued 
by the German Empire in 
1872, in Hesse and 
Alsace-Lorraine (F).
Eagle No. 13. 
First words in the first 
lines of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/ 
verabfolgt” (F).
“C 154.” at boEom right.
Used in late 1872 within 
Alsace/Elsass, with a 
postage of ½ Groschen. 

e
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “nach”, #12. Early 
usage

Formular card #12 issued by the German Empire in July 1872, in Schlesien and printed by Friederich in Breslau (F), on 
thick cardboard. Eagle No. 12. First word in the last line of note 4 is “nach”. First words in the first lines of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/verabfolgt” (F). “Ingleichen” in 3rd note. “C 154:” at boEom right. Large spaces between the dots in the 
address lines. 

Card #12, type III, printed on 
gold yellow, thick cardboard. 
Sent from Silesia to Berlin 
already on July 23, 1872, one 
day before the First Date 
Seen (F), with a postage of ½ 
Groschen.

The prinZng of the NDP-cards 
visible in through-light.

Card #12, type II, sent from Silesia to Saxony on July 12, 1872, the First Date Seen (F), with 
a postage of ½ Groschen.

e

Card #12, type II, printed 
on thick cardboard from 
two lec-over NDP-cards 

glued together (F).
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “nach”, # 22

Formular card #22 issued 
by the German Empire in 
July 1872, in Baden. 

Eagle No. 9. 

“C 154.” at boEom right. 

First word in the last line of 
note 4 is “nach”. 

First words in the first lines 
of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/werths”. 

“Price of 1 Kreuzer for 5 
cards” in note 1.

e

Formular card #22 issued 
by the German Empire in 

July 1872, in Baden. 
Eagle No. 9. 

“C 154.” at boEom right. 

First word in the last 
line of note 4 is “nach”. 

First words in the first 
lines of note 1 are 

“Mit/BrieTrägern/werths”. 

“1 Kreuzer” in note 1.

Used from Baden to Paris with a postage of 3 Kreuzer. 
Correct postage confirmed by the red “PD” mark.

German cards to France are very rare. 

Used locally within Baden with a postage of 1 Kreuzer.
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “auch”, #15, 16 & 17

Formular card #17 issued in July 
1872, printed by Pickenhahn & 

Sohn in Chemnitz for use in 
Saxony. Eagle No. 13.  “C 154.” at 

boNom right in bold leNers. 
First words in the first lines of 

note 1 are “Mit/stalten”. 
First word in the last line of note 

4 is “auch” (F).

Sent from the vicinity of Dresden, 
with cancellaZons on the railway 
to Dresden, with a postage of 2½ 

Groschen to England, the same as 
the leNer rate. Correct postage 

confirmed by the “PD” mark.
German cards to England 
are very rare. 

Formular card #16 issued by 
the German Empire on July 19, 
1872, in Westphalia, with four 
notes at the boNom. 
Eagle No. 7. “C 154:” at boNom 
right. 
First word in the last line of 
note 4 is “auch”. 
First words in the first lines of 
note 1 are “Mit/anstalten”. 
First word in the last line of 
note 2 is “geschrieben” (F).

Early use, in the first week, 
within the province of 
Westphalia, with a postage of ½ 
Groschen. 

Formular card #15 issued by 
the German Empire in July 

1872, from OPD Hannover and 
Oldenburg, with four notes at 

the boNom. “C 154.” at 
boNom right. Eagle No. 10. 

First word in the last line of 
note 4 is now “ ”. 

First words in the first lines of 
note 1 are 

“Mit/Brie?rägern/verabfolgt” 
(F).

Early use in July 1872 from 
Lower Saxony to the province 
of Westphalia with a postage 

of ½ Groschen. 

e
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German Post 1872 - small “postcards” with notes – “auch”/”werths”

Formular card #21 issued 
in July 1872, in the Rhine 

Province. 
Eagle No. 16.  “C 154.” at 

boEom right. 
First words in the first lines 

of note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/werths”.

First words in 2nd and 4th

line of note 3 are “und/zu”.

Used in August 1872 within 
the city of Wuppertal, with 

a postage of ½ Groschen. 

Formular card #20 issued by 
OPD Frankfurt am Main in 
July 1872. Eagle No. 17. 
“C 154:” at boEom right. 

First word in the last line of 
note 4 is “auch”. 
First words in the first lines of 
note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/werths”. 
First word in the 2nd line of 
note 3 is "Express" (F).

Used within the state of 
Hesse, with a postage of ½ 
Groschen. 

Formular card #18 issued 
by the German Empire in 
July 1872, in Prussia and 
Posen, Eagle No. 14. “C 

154.” at boEom right.
First word in the last line of 

note 4 is “auch”. First 
words in the first lines of 

note 1 are 
“Mit/BrieTrägern/werths”.

First words in 2nd and 4th

line of note 3 are 
“und/chen”.

Used on July 3, 1872, 
earlier than FDS (F), within 

the province of Posen.
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German Post 1872-73 - small “postcards” without notes, 7 lines, #23-25 

Card # 24, issued in November 
1872 by OPD Breslau for 
Schlesien; printed by W. 
Friederich in Breslau.

Eagle No. 12.

Seven address lines. “In” acer 
the shorter fourth line.

“C 154.” at boEom right. 

Used within Saxony with 
a postage of ½ Groschen.

Card #23 issued in October 
1872 by OPD Berlin for use in 
Brandenburg and Pommern.

Eagle No. 11.

Seven address lines. “In” 
acer the shorter fich line.

“C 154.” at boEom right.

Used within Berlin with a 
postage of ½ Groschen. 

Card # 25 issued in August 
1873 in Schlesien as a 
follower of card #24. 

Eagle No. 9.
Very short distance 

between “An” and the first 
address line. Seven address 
lines. “In” acer the shorter 

fourth line. 
“C 154:” at boEom right.

Sent from Silesia to 
Brandenburg in 1874 with a 

postage of ½ Groschen. 
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German Post 1872-73 - small “postcards” without notes, 7 lines, #26-27
The German Empire issued new formular cards in 1872. From October 1872 the four paragraphs at the boUom 
were removed. These cards were not known by (H&G), were menVoned by (A) and described by (F).

Card #26 issued in April 
1873 by OPD Kassel. 

Eagle No. 16. 

Seven address lines. 
“In” at the right part of the 
fiIh line. 

“C 154:” at boNom right. 

Large card size: 145 x 95 
mm.

Used over the river Main, 
with a 2 Kreuzer stamp. 
2 Kr. was the postage in the 
southern part of the 
German Empire, the 
“Kreuzer district”, between 
July 1, 1872 and December 
12, 1874.

Card # 27 issued in 
September 1872 by OPD 
Düsseldorf for use in the 

Rhine Province. Printed by 
Bagel in Wesel.

Eagle No. 16.

Seven address lines. “In” 
acer the shorter fourth line.

“C 154.” at boEom right.

Small card size: 143 x 87 mm.

Sent in early October 1872 
from the Rhine Province to 

the kingdom of WürEemberg 
with a postage of ½ 

Groschen. 

e
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German Post 1872-73 - small “postcards” without notes, 6 lines, #28-29 

Card # 29, type I, issued in 
October 1872 by OPD 
Schwerin for Hamburg, 
Lübeck, Mecklenburg and 
Schleswig-Holstein. 
Eagle No. 8. 

Six address lines. “in” acer 
the shorter fourth line. 
Large distance between “An” 
and the first address line. 

“C. 154.” at boEom right. 

Used in 1872 from Berlin to 
Potsdam, before FDS (F).

Card #28 type I, issued by 
OPD Münster for Westphalia 

and Lippe. Printed by Bruns
in Minden.

Eagle No. 7.

Six address lines. “In” acer 
the shorter fourth line.

Card type I with “C 154.” at 
boEom le1(!) (F).

First known use by (F) is 
December 1873;  should be 
1872(?). This card was used 

already in January 1873, 
within Westphalia! 

Card # 29, type II, issued in 
October 1872 for Schwerin, 

Hamburg, Lübeck, 
Mecklenburg and Schleswig-

Holstein. 

Type II has no “C. 154.” at 
the boEom.

Used in 1873 within 
Mecklenburg.
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German Post 1872-73 - small “postcards” without notes, 6 lines, #30-32 

Card # 31, issued in 
September 1872 in the 
Province of Saxony and 
Thuringia. 
Eagle No. 15. 

Six address lines; “in” acer 
the shorter fourth line. Card 
type II: large horizontal 
distance between the start of 
the the first address line and 
“An”. 
“C. 154.” at boEom right. 

Used in November 1872 
within Saxony.

Card #30 type I, issued in 
the kingdom of Saxony and 

in Saxony-Altenburg (F).

Eagle No. 13.

Six address lines. “In” acer 
the shorter fourth line.

Type I with large “C. 154.” 
at boEom right (F).

First date seen by (F) is 
October 1872; this card 

was used in early 
November 1872, within 

Saxony, with a postage of 
½ Groschen.

Card # 32, type I, issued in 
December 1872 for OPD 

Frankfurt/Main. 
Eagle No. 17.

Type I has the “C. 154.”         
6 mm below the last address 

line. 

Used 1873 within Saxe-
Weimar-Eisenach
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German Post 1872-73 - small “postcards” without notes, 5 lines, #33-37 
Card # 33 issued in early 

January 1873 by OPD 
Karlsruhe for Baden.

Eagle No. 9.

Five address lines. “In” 
acer the third, shorter 

line. 

“C. 154.” at boEom right, 
17 mm below the last line. 

Used in late 1873 from 
Baden to Bavaria with a 

correct postage of 2 
Kreuzer. 

Card #34 issued in October 
1873 by OPD Bremen, 
Hannover and Oldenburg.

Eagle No. 10.

Five address lines. “In” aIer 
the third, shorter line. The 3rd

line is partly dashes; the rest of 
the lines are periods.

“C 154:” at boNom right.

First date used known by (F) is  
October 1873; this must be a 
prinZng error (1872?). This 
card was used already in 
February 1873, within Lower 
Saxony.  

Card # 37 issued in July 1873 
by OPD Schwerin and 

Hamburg.
Eagle No. 8. 

Five address lines. “An” to the 
lec of the first address line.

This card is type II (F) with a 
69 mm long 1st line and 

without “in” and “C. 154.” 
Now with addiGonal text 
above and in front of the 

address lines, idenGcal to the 
text in the later postal cards 

with a value stamp.

e


