Swedish Crash Mail 1895-1975

A Postal History Study of Swedish Crash Mail During Times

of Global Rapidly Developing Means of Transportation

All mail items in the exhibit are originating from one of the following categories:

Maritime Crashes, foreign and domestic, page 2-16

Train Crashes, foreign and domestic, page 17-32

Aviation Crashes, foreign and domestic, page 33-80

Scope

The scope of this five frame exhibit is to document
mail items that were subjected to major crashes dur-
ing transportation. The chosen time period is very
interesting with a high occurrence of major crashes
due to WWI, WWII and recently invented and still
developing means of transportation, i.e. maritime,
trains and aviation. Maritime, train and aviation
transportation means also encountered major im-
provements during the same time period. This was
also a time period when an extensive increase in
technical and safety improvements as well as pro-
gress in engineering and mechanical construction
technology occurred. As a result, excluding WWI
and WWII, the trend over time is a decrease in the
number of major crashes.

My definition of Swedish crash mail is crash mail
from and to Sweden processed by the Swedish or
any foreign post office.

The exhibit consists exclusively of mail that in any
way is connected to Sweden. This limitation was
established in order to make the exhibit more chal-
lenging, however, still maintaining the possibility of
exhibiting mail items treated and processed in any
country or area in the world.

Rarity

Some crashes produced large numbers of recovered
mail items while others produced a moderate
amount or none at all. The only rarity codes applied
are for maritime crashes and according to Maritime

Disaster Mail by Hoggarth & Gwynn, see Refer-
ences.

The exhibit is divided into three sections

Each section, Maritime, Train and Aviation crashes,
is treated in chronological order. The upper left title
of each page indicates the section and the right title
indicates year of crash and the name of the page.
Labels are classified according to Swedish Postal
History Society (sspd.se) and Hoggarth & Gwynn,
see References.
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Stockholm after colliding with Andrea Doria 1956, see page 16.
General

Collecting crash mail is an extremely interesting,
educating and rewarding area of philately-since it
often involves actual traceable historical events or
disasters, including plenty of research work when
faced with a mystery piece of crash mail.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1895 SS ELBE HIT AND RUN

German steamer Elbe left Bremen on January 29, 1895 with 199 passengers, 155 crew and 120 bags of mail from
Europe and Russia, 19 from Sweden. She was bound for Southampton and New York. The next day going across the
North Sea on a dark, cold and clear night she was hit by a much smaller steamer, the Crathie, that totally failed to see
the much larger Elbe. Elbe sank fast with only 20 survivors. Crathie did not stop and arrived safely in the Nether-
lands with only one injured crew member. Estimated 20-35 known covers according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1899 SS BORE GROUNDED

SS Bore left Abo Finland bound to Stockholm Sweden. She ran aground on December 31 1899 in the Stockholm Ar-
chipelago. There were no casualties reported. After Bore was salvaged in 1901 she returned to service as Bore 1 with
subsequent name changes to Hebe and Abo before reverting to Bore 1 (see exhibit page: 1950 SS BORE 1).

Special red labels (three basic types) were printed during a period of six weeks that it took
to handle 40 salvaged mail bags. These labels were affixed on each mail item. It states:
Belongs to Steamer Bore’s mail. Above postcard was affixed the Type 2 label.

A cover from Russia with a Saint Petersburg cancel on reverse dated December
17, 1899, with the Type 1 label. Estimated 36—50 known according to Hog-
garth & Gwynn.



MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1899 SS BORE GROUNDED

Below cover addressed to Denmark shows the Type 4 label and a Danish cachet stating: Received without Stamps.

-

The Swedish post office produced a special ambulance envelope in order to distribute severely
damaged mail items. The bottom states: Contains a mail item belonging to the wrecked

Steamer Bore’s mail. Bore was salvaged in April 1901 and brought to Finnboda Varv in
Stockholm.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1901 PS GEFION COLLISION

On January 19, 1901 the Danish iron paddle steamer Gefion was on route between Malmd, Sweden and Copenhagen,
Denmark. She collided with Hveen, from the same shipping company, one mile off the Sjollen Ground close to the
island Saltholmen. The were both carrying passangers, various cargo and mail. Gefion sank in seven minutes and
Hveen was able to safely reach Malmo. There were no casualities. Mail bags were salvaged the following day by
divers and returned to Malmo for the contents to dry and subsequently forwarded.
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A postcard from Stockholm to Germany dated Jan. 18, 1901 . with the purple cachet that
the Malmé Post Office created. It states: Mail from the wrecked steamer Gefion Malmé
January 20, 1901.

Below a commercial advertizement cover to Denmark with the identical railway cancel.
Estimated fewer than 10 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1907 SS JEBBA GROUNDED

On March 18, 1907 the British steamer Jebba was T : - e |
on route between West Africa and Plymouth. She &= o
ran ashore in dense fog near Bolt Tail, England. || E.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1916 SS NEWTON FIRE ONBOARD

On February 14, 1916, Swedish SS Newton was on route from Sunderland, England to Uddevalla, Sweden. She car-
ried a cargo consisting of coal and 470 mail bags. A fire of unknown origin occurred in the mail compartment while
at Sunderland. The crew most likely distinguished the fire on their own and did not report it until arriving in Udde-
valla in order not to delay Newton's departure from Sunderland. Part of the mail was damaged by fire and water.
Two different cachets were created, one in Swedish (for mail to Sweden) and one in French (for all other countries).
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Above a post card from Cairo, Egypt, dated Nov. 11, 1915,with British censor cachet, to Sweden. The card is showing
minimal water damage. It was struck twice with the Type 1 cachet which translated reads: Damaged by fire on board

the steamer “Newton” at Sunderland on 14 February 1916.
Below a censored commercial cover from England, dated Feb. 10,1916 to Sweden. It is showing fire damage and was

repaired by the post office personnel. Estimated 20—35 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1916 SS ARTHUR

TORPEDOED

Swedish SS Arthur left Leith, left England to Gothenburg, Sweden with a cargo of coal and mail for Sweden, Den-
mark, Russia, Japan, China and Persia. She was torpedoed and sunk in the Cattegat by a German submarine on No-
vember 23, 1916. Part of the mail was rescued by the crew. Some mail was seized by the submarine crew. It was in-
spected and censored. Some covers addressed to neutral countries were released a little more than three months

later and some were kept and released at the end of WWI.

Above cover was saved by the crew with a Danish label Type 1 label explaining the attack. Below
the reverse of a censored commercial cover from England to Sweden. Attached is a newspaper
clipping from a Malmo newspaper dated March 8, 1917, reporting the incident. H & G
erroneously calls this newspaper clipping Type 3 label. Estimated less than 10 known according
to Hoggarth & Gwynn.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1916 SS ARTHUR TORPEDOED

Two commercial covers from England to Sweden from the same mail batch as the one on the previous exhibit page.
One batch cvers was released to the Netherlands after the end of the war. These covers show the rare cachet: SAISI
PAR L’ALLEMAGNE 1916 1917 cachet (Type 4a) applied prior to the release by the Netherlands. Both covers reached
their destination more than 8oo days later.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1916 SS NORWEGIAN SEA MINE EXPLOSION

SS Norwegian departed from New York on February 27 1916 for Liverpool. She beached on the Irish coast after a
suspected explosion caused by a German mine killing five crew members. A number of different cachets exist. Below
two commercial US covers to Sweden with the rare Swedish purple cachet: Skadat av vatten under Transporten
mellan New York och England - Damaged by water during Transportation between New York and England. Estimated
51 - 100 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1929 SS HEIMDALL GROUNDED

On September 8, 1929 SS Heimdall was on route between Stockholm, Abo and Helsinki. She ran aground and sank
near Vaxholm, Sweden. All passengers and crew were rescued. 209 mail bags were found on September 10. Mail
came primarily from Sweden, Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland and England. All mail was returned
to Stockholm for processing. Each cover had a unique label affixed, cancelled and forwarded through the regular
mail stream. Two different labels were used, one in Swedish for mail from Sweden and one in French for foreign
mail. The label states: This mail itam was damaged by water during the grounding of the steam ship "Heimdalls” in
the Stockholm archipelago. Estimated 101—200 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.
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A postcard from USA to Finland, cancelled August 16, 1929. The Swedish label is tied
with a Stockholm cancelation dated September 13, 1929.

Bifogade forsindelse ;
har skadats av vatten vid
angfartyget “Heimdalls*
torlisning den 8 sept. 1929
i Stockholms skérgird.

Postdirektionen i

Stockholms Distrikt.
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A postcard from Germany to Finland with fallen off stamp showing the entire label in
Swedish tied with a Stockholm cancelation dated September 12, 1929.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1930 SS TAHITI _ MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN
T A

SS Tahiti was on route between Wellington, New Zeeland and San Fransisco. On August 16 1930 her starboard

propeller shaft fractured appr. 460 miles from Rarotonga. The remains of the propeller shaft damaged the vessel

causing flooding in the engine room and spreading to other compartments. Two different ships aided in the

evacuation of passengers and crew. She sank two days later with only material losses including 139 bags of mail
items.
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A cover from Niue dated July 2, 1930. including an Auckland Loose Letter cancel dated
Aug. 1, 1930. A large number of cachets were utilized for this incident. Above item was struck
with the Type 5 cachet. Estimated 101—200 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.

SS Tahiti on her way down.
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MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1946 $8\ARABRI'IT UNREPORTED ONBOARD INCIDENT

Mail was damaged onboard Swedish SS Arabritt while crossing the Baltic Sea between Gdansk, Poland and Nor-
rkoping, Sweden. The incident most likely occurred on March 25, 1946. It is believed the incident that caused dam-
age to the mail must have been of minor nature, managed by the crew and not reported. Damaged mail was proc-
essed by the Stockholm post office. Each cover had a specially printed label affixed, cancelled and forwarded through
the regular mail stream.

The reverse of a commercial cover from Turkey to Sweden with the label affixed by the Swedish post
office. The labels states: This cover was damaged during transit from Gdansk and Norrkoping. The label
is tied with a Stockholm cancelation dated March 29, 1946. Estimated 10—19 known according to Hog-
garth & Gwynn.
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An image of the front of above cover with full contents from the
Turkish Press Department Radio Branch to Sweden. canceled
Ankara February 26, 1946.

n

e




M.ARITIME ACCIDENTS 1950 SS BORE 1 GROUNDED

SS Bore 1 is the only vessel known to have been involved in two maritime accidents, 1899 and 1950. Bore 1 was in
trouble on April 6, 1950 when she was grounded at Storgrynnan near the southern point of Aland with no casualties.
Bore was refloated the following afternoon. Estimated 10—19 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.

Ih o i

Mail for Swedish addresses were forwarded with a purple two line cachet (Type 1) that
states: Damaged during SS Bore’s grounding. Four different types of labels and cachets
were used: Swedish cachet Type 1, French label Type 2, French cachet Type 3 and English
cachet Type 4. These were used according to final destination.

Postcard via Finnish steamer Bore 1 from Finland to Sweden, canceled Helsinki April 4
1950 with fallen off stamp.




MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1950 SS BORE 1 GROUNDED

Below a commercial cover from Finland to Germany with the Type 3 cachet in French.

Postcard from Finland to Sweden with the Type 1 cachet.



MARITIME ACCIDENTS 1956 MS STOCKHOLM COLLISION

MS Stockholm collided with the Italian liner MS Andrea Doria in dense fog off Nantucket Island approaching New
York just before midnight on July 25, 1956. 1,660 persons were saved by Stockholm, though badly damaged, includ-
ing four other vessels. 46 persons from Andrea Doria and five persons from Stockholm succumbed. Andrea Doria
went to the bottom of the sea ten hours after the collision. Stockholm carried mail from New York to Europe. Only
mail to Sweden have been seen with little or no damage. Stockholm was back in service on December 8, 1956.
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Practical Publications, Inc.
1142 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis 4, ind.
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A commercial cover from USA to Sweden, canceled Indianapolis, Indiana, 1956. This cover was carried by
MS Stockholm and has the purple Type 1 cachet that states: This item was damaged by m/s Stockholm’s
collision on 26/7 1956 with m/s Andrea Doria. There is also a Type 2 and 3 label affixed on some covers.
Additionally, a purple two line cachet was also used on a large cover: DAMAGED IN HANDLING / IN
THE POSTAL SERVICE, together with the Type 3 label. This cover was processed by the US Postal Au-
thorities prior to forwarding to Sweden. Estimated 10—19 known according to Hoggarth & Gwynn.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1905 MENTOR OHIO USA SABOTAGE

On Wednesday June 21, 1905 the “2oth Century Limited” eastbound from Cleveland to New York and traveling at
about 70 m. p. h. Hit an open switch in front of the Mentor passenger station, jumped the rails and crashed. A fire
ensued and the baggage and mail cars as well as two other carriages were badly burned. 21 people were killed. It is
suspected that it was a deliberate act. Recovered mail was damaged by both fire and water. A straight line cachet was
struck on recovered mail items prior to forwarding. There are at least two different cachets.
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Postcard from Canada, canceled VICTORIA B C. CANADA JUN. 7 05. Subjected to above
train wreck during transit in the USA. The red cachet: In LS & MS Train wreck Jun
21, 05 is much rarer than the black cachet usually associated with this wreck. On arrival
in Sweden the postmaster made a pen notation that it arrived burnt and without stamp
initialed and canceled LUND o05. Probably a unique destination for this accident.

Image from the accident in Mentor.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1906 OTTERSBERG GERMANY COLLISION

On %ember 30 1906 the Hamburg-Cologne express train collided with a freight train full of livestock. It is beleived
that the driver of the express train failed to see the stop sign due to very dense fog. Total chaos broke out with
injured people and livestock. Accounts vary re. death toll, four or five and 11 injuries. A total of eight different types
of cachets and labels were produced. Below letter-card has the Type 4 cachet.
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A Swedish letter-card with really bad luck. What was supposed to be a short
domestic trip via train ended up in a nightmare. It was sorted wrongly, sent to
Germany and spent some time there. It was halted in Ottersbick due to the
train collision and returned to Sweden with a receiver dated 3.1.1907.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1910 PONT St. MAXENCE FRANCE TRAIN CAR FIRE

On July 28, 1910 a fire arose in a railway car going north at Pont St. Maxence station between Paris and Jeumont. No
appearant cause for the fire was ever established. Several different labels and cachets were applied to mail items.
Type 1—4 and 7 are German, Type 5 and 6 are Danish, 8-8a and 10—11 are Swedish and Type 9 is French. It should
be noted that Pont St. Maxence was misspelled Pont St. Marence on all labels.

 Férsindelsen tillhér Ame-
t rikapost, som den 28 juli 1910
w  warit utsatt for eldsolycka d
stationen Pont St Marmw

(M), Stockho

4 1910. .2»}‘ //

Uprated commercial 2 cents postal envelope with advertisment from the USA with fallen off stamp canceled San
Francisco July 16, 1910. This cover has the Type 8a label. The label states: This mail item belongs to American mail
that on 28 July 1910 was subjected to a fire accident at the Pont St. Marcene station (France), Stockholm 1 3 August
1910). Occasionally “Postmistaren” (Postmaster) was crossed over manually and substituted for
"Reklamationskontoret” (Dead Letter Office). The following dates are known: 10 (August 1910), 16 September, 24/11
and 20 January 1911. This cover is from the 24/11 batch signed Reklamationskontoret (DLO).
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Image of a Type 10 cachet in Swedish.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1910 PONT St. MAXENCE FRANCE TRAIN CAR FIRE

Two USA postcards from the same accident to the same addressee in Wadsholmen, Sweden but with different routes.

—

Above postcard was delayed due to poor address but was finally put in the Swedish mail
bag and once in Sweden it was affixed a Type 8 label dated August 10, 1910.

Above postcard was mistakenly put in the German mail bag. Once in Germany it was
affixed a Type 2 label and forwarded to Sweden. The label states: Saved from burned

America mail from SS La lorraine via Havre July 28, 1910. The label erroneously blames
SS La Lorraine for the fire when in actuality all unloaded mail was undamaged.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1921 UDEN HOLLAND MAIL CAR FIRE

On Sunday morning December 18, 1921, the mail car of the Dutch train D71 from Vlissingen to Berlin caught on fire
between the Veghel and Uden stations in North Brabant. The train stopped at Uden where the fire was extinguished.
The mail car was completely destroyed by fire including most of the mail. Any reason for the fire was never detected
and no personal injuries whatsoever were reported. It contained mail from USA via SS George Washington and pos-
sibly other ships and also mail from Great Britain destined for Germany and Scandinavia via Sassnitz to Trelleborg,.

Five different labels are recorded in connection to this accident, four German with slight varia-
tions and one from the Swedish Post Office that states: Mail item was damaged by fire in Dutch
territory. It was often used to seal covers.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1928 MANTES STATION FRANCE STATION FIRE

A fire broke out at the Mantes train station in France. No explanation for the fire was provided nor reports of person

injuries although cachets mention a railway mail car incident. Mail from a large number of countries was involved.
Five different cachets exist.

Above cover from Sweden to USA shows a faint purple Type 1 cachet.

SERVICE POSTAL FRANCAIS
Correspondance retardée
par accident.
(incendie du wagon-poste)
Priére de ne pas taxer.

Clear image of the Type 1 cachet of above cover
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1937 BREDARYD SWEDEN COLLISION

In the morning of July 6, 1937, the passenger train from Halmstad to Nissjo collided with a freight train at the
Bredaryd train station. The freight train was waiting on a siding in order to make way for the passenger train.
However, it was unusually long and a few cars remained standing unnoticed on the main track. When the passenger
train came around a curb it was too late to make a complete stop. Only a few of the passengers sustained minimal

injuries.
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Mail was quickly brought to the post office in Virnamo. Above a postcard cancelled in
Bastad on July 5, 1937. Handwritten note: Damaged during a train accident in Bredaryd
6/7 37 and canceled by an assiduous postmaster (the postcard has minimal damage, just
some staining) in Virnamo the same day as the accident. The exhibitor believes this is

the only recorded mail item from this accident.

{ ) g
b Ry SR TR, A e B L

The crash caused a lot of material damage and 5 days to clear.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 HANAU GERMANY COLLISION

On April 27, 1954 the Scandinavian Express and a local commuter train collided at Hanau, near Frankfurt, Germany.
German railroad officials reported three persons killed and 60 injured. The dead, all Germans, on the Rome-to-
Copenhagen express were two train conductors and a woman passenger who had just entered the dining car when
the collision occurred. No one aboard the local train was reported hurt. Officials said that the local train had just
pulled out of the Hanau station when it smashed into the side of the express at a switch. The locomotives of both
trains and five cars were derailed and overturned.

: RADIO ROMA

Roma - " 56, Vis. Veneto

RSk Yt report or letter
March 1954
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LAGO MAGGIORE
LAGO D'ORTA
VALLI OSSOLANE

M) mronMAﬂoum

mvmum TURISMO - NOVARA (Svezia).. VANERSBORG. .

A QSL card from Italy canceled Rome April 23, 1954.

Bifogade forséndelse har skadats vid tédgolycka i Hanau,
Visttyskland den 27 april 195k,

Postdirektionen, Malmd den 6 maj 195k,

Above label from the Swedish Post Office was attached to above QSL card and
states: Attached mail item was damaged in a train accident in Hanau, West
Germany April 27, 1954. Post Office Malmé May 6, 1954. This label is Type 3.
Eight different cachets and labels exist.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT

On September 9, 1954 a passenger train from Malmé to Stockholm derailed due to high speed. Eight people were
killed. The mail car ended up in a small pool of water resulting in a lot of water damaged mail. Mail was handled and
often put in cellophane ambulance envelopes and forwarded to the addressee. There are eight different cachets and
labels.
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Domestic cover with the Type 1 cachet.



TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT
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Postcard from Belgium with fallen off stamp with the Type 2 cachet.
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TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT

Commercial domestic cover with fallen off stamp and the Type 3 cachet.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT

Postcardﬁ'omSwitmiandwilhﬁllmoﬂ'smmpwiﬂ)theType 4 cachet.

i

BIFOGATE FORSANTEISE HAR FORSENATS OCH SKADATS
GENCH TECOLYCKAE I ROEVIK IEN 6/9 1954.

Postdirektionen i Stockholms distrikt.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT

A domestic mail item with the Tvpe 4 label, delivered in an ambulance cover due to extensive damage.

RIFOGADE FOBSANDEISE HAR FORSENATS OCHE SKADATS
GENOM TACOLYCKAN I KIRVIK DEN 6/9 1954.

Postdirekticnen i Stockholms distrikt




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1954 RORVIK SWEDEN HIGH SPEED DERAILMENT

A commercial cover from Germany to Finland with the Type 5 label (printed in Finnish and Swedish) stating that
this cover was damaged during the railroad accident in Sweden and tied to the cover with a Helsinki arrival cancel.
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An image of the front of above item showing moderate damage.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1957 MALLNITZ AUSTRIA FIRE TRAIN MAIL CAR

The Balcan Express on route from Vienna to Istanbul via Belgrade and Sofia on December 21, 1957. A fire started in
the train mail car at the Mallnitz train station in Austria. No details were provided as to cause or injuries.

Exploded cover from Sweden to Zagreb. The cover shows the Type 2 cachet
and states Damaged By Accident In Austria and was used for mail to former
Yugoslavia. The Type 1 cachet was used for mail to Slovenia.




TRAIN ACCIDENTS 1965 VILLAR de los ALAMOS SPAIN

COLLISION

On December 18, 1965 over 30 people were killed and more than 60 severely injured when an international and a
local passenger train collided at the Villar de los Alamos train station in Spain. Collisions at this time were rare due

to safety improvements.

The international train was headed for Paris to
Lisbon Southern Express, travelling at a speed of
100 km/h and with over 1,000 passengers on
board (mostly Portuguese workers abroad return-
ing to spend Christmas with their families).

The Spanish local train was just leaving the sta-
tion of Villar de los Alamos for Salamanca, Spain.

The collision took place in thick fog in the morn-
ing less than a 100 kilometers from the Portu-
guese border. Both locomotives exploded as a re-
sult of the impact and were completely destroyed.

The mail car of the express was located in the
front of the train and was badly damaged.

However, some of the mail was salvageable, and
items from Austria, Canada, France, Great Brit-
ain, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland
and probably elsewhere are recorded as having
been recovered from this accident.

More than two weeks passed before the Portu-
guese Post Office was able to forward the salvaged
mail, on January 3, 1966.

The cachet used translates, “Notice from the Gen-
eral Post Office, Lisbon. Salvaged mail recovered
from the railway disaster involving the Southern
Express near Salamanca”.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1907 TOSSE SWEDEN CRASH-LANDING

On October 12, 1907 the Daily Graphic balloon “Mammoth” ascended from the Crystal Palace in London. It carried a
crew of three: J. L. Tanner (proprietor), A. E. Caudron (pilot) and C. Turner (Daily Graphic).

They reached Sweden on October 14, got lost and crash-landed near the village of Bracken. The balloon became un-
tied and took off without crew. While careering cards were scattered over a large area before landing near Tosse.

A school teacher, A. V. Mickow found some of these cards during walks and posted them on different dates. Mickow
only put stamps on some of the cards he found.

N T T
=— | AMessaqe fromMid-Air.

This Postcard was thrown out

of Mr, J. L. Tannar's “Mam. M le
moth" Balloon, “Daily Graphic” M lb'!-

Expedition,
?T‘IM $i:5 7 W
"Tanner & Turner
went up in the air
with Caudron to pilot

them into Russia.”
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1907 TOSSE SWEDEN CRASH-LANDING

Here is clear proof that a school teacher in Sweden at that time, prestigious as it was, did not have a great income
since most of the cards Mickow found in the woods were dropped off without postage stamps into the mail stream.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1912 LIDINGO SWEDEN FORCED LANDING

Sweden’s first official air mail took place in Stockholm on Saturday September 21 1912. A special semi-official air-
mail stamp was printed. 10,000 were printed and 3,200 were sold. They were sold at 60 ére each and covered first
letter/card rate incl. airmail fee 50 Gre. A second attempt was made the following day but ended with a forced land-
ing in nearby lake Vartan due to engine problems.

Axe} Eliassons Kom}fihis. Stockholm. - No. |
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1928 MALGRAT DE MAR SPAIN FORCED LANDING

The mail plane on route Casablanca-Alicante-Barcelona-Perpignan-Toulouse ran into heavy fog shortly after take off
from Barcelona on December 15, 1928. The pilot decided to make a forced landing at Malgrat de Mar, Spain due to
the poor weather conditions. The plane caught on fire after landing, most likely due to a leaking fuel tank. The single
pilot survived.

A commercial airmail cover from Morocco with the Type A cachet with a manually applied date
cancel 15 DEC 1928.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1929 GREENLAND FORCED LANDING

In 1929 the Swedish pilot Albin Ahrenberg wanted to attempt the first transatlantic flight from Sweden to the USA
via Iceland and Greenland. In order to provide capital for the flight, Ahrenberg let pilot Axel Flodén, whom donated
SEK 60,000 to the project, act as co-pilot. Another way to raise capital was to let the general public send mail items
and pay a special additional SEK 20 airmail rate that went straight to the project. 1,269 mail items were brought on
board, 65 of these were dropped off on Iceland and 65 additional from Iceland were brought on board before taking
off to Greenland.

- Aifter 5 days return :
o SVENSKA ATLANTFLYGNINGEN

Mr. A. C. Roessler

140 South Parkway

East Orange. N. J.'._

Ue S A

pe TR Yol ; it

Above registered special cover to USA was signed by both pilots. The plane had a successful take off
from Stockholm on June 9 with touchdowns in Karlstad, Sweden and Bergen, Norway. The crew had
to emergency land on the east coast of Iceland with major engine trouble and could not leave
Reykjavik for Greenland until July 10. When taking off from Ivigtut at the southern point of
- Greenland they were confronted with hurrican-like winds that lasted for several weeks. The last
attempt took place on August 3. The mail was subsequently forwarded by steamer to the U.S.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1929 GREENLAND FORCED LANDING
Below cover is one of three known with a crash mail cachet: Received In Bad Condition G. P. O. N. Y. P. M.

98

‘_‘ + A.C. Roesl]..r"

T e i

Example of a typical Ahrenberg cover. All covers were sent as registered mail.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1934 BRAZIL CAPSIZING

A recovered Swedish registered (label on reverse) postcard to Brazil from the Condor Tapajoz mail flight Natal to Rio
de Janeiro on May 3, 1934. It carried mail for Deutsche Lufthansa from Natal Brazil to Buenos Aires Argentina.
After the Junkers W-34 safely landed at Guanabara Bay it inexplicably capsized and sank in 7 meter deep water as it
taxied to the mooring at Caju. Most of the mail was destroyed. Surviving covers were salvaged by divers the following
day and after drying struck with 3-line purple handstamp: Correspondencia salva/do accidente/do

(Correspondence salvaged from the accident/of ) with Tapajoz added in manuscript. The crew of two people did
not survive the ordeal.
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A clear image of the cachet from another cover involved in the same accident. This

is obviously a standard cachet which indicates a high rate of air accidents at that
time.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1934 VIRESTAD SWEDEN MID-AIR ENGINE FAILURE

On the evening of July 6, 1934 K. G. Lindner, ABA’s chief pilot, departed from Barkaby, Stockholm, Sweden with
"Sméland”, a brand new Northrop "Gamma” purchased from USA by Swedish ABA. Engine problems arose soon af-
ter lift-off and subsequently the plane crashed after only 19 hours of service. The pilot and radio operator escaped the
plane in parachutes. Most of the mail was burnt, recovered and brought to the Malmé post office. Each mail item had
a specially printed label in French affixed and forwarded through the regular mail stream.
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Two covers from Sweden to Europe with labels that states: This mail item was damaged due to an
airplane accident between between Stockhelm and Malmé the sixth of this month. The Post Office
of Southern Sweden
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1934 VIRESTAD

A large part of the surviving mail was from Finland addressed to Europe.

Malmd, le 7 Juillet 1934,

Cet envois a ét€ endoy
par suite de 1 incendie defl’gvion
de Stockholm & Malmd le 6 cou ant.

La Direction des Postes du
District du Sud.

MID-AIR ENGINE FAILURE

Malms, le 7 Juillet 1934,

Cet envois a €t€ endommagé
. par suite de 1 incendie de 1 ’avion
de Stockholm & Malwd le 6 courant.

‘ A La Direction des Postes

*

L du. Districe du Bud;
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1936 CROYDON U.K.

CRASH DURING TAKE-OFF

On September 15, 1936, British Airways G-AYED De Havilland DH-86A was scheduled to fly from Croydon near
London to Hannover Germany. The plane crashed during night take-off. The cause of the accident was never pub-
lished. No casualties were reported. This crash is not reported by Nierinck.

e
BERG:

forsindelse har blivit skadad vid olycksfall
orand flymm» - - S I

e ——
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6imhercia] cover canceled Birmingha
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m 1? 1936 to Gothenburg Sweden. Salvaged mail was processed in

f

London and canceled LONDON F.S. 22 16 SP 36 and forwarded to Gothenburg Sweden with a Gothenburg
receiver on reverse dated Sep. 17, 1936. The Swedish P.O. prepared a special label that was affixed to each
mail item. In English it states: This mail item was damaged due to accident with a mail airplane.

|

Partial image of reverse of above cover showing the London Sep. 16 and

the Gothenburg Sep. 17 cancels struck after the crash.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1939 VORDINGSBORG DENMARK UNEXPLAINED EXPLOSION

In 1936 British Airways opened their own route to Scandinavia using the American Lockheed plane Elektra. On Au-
gust 15, 1939 such a plane, the G-AESY, destination from London to Copenhagen crashed under mysterious circum-
stances in south Danish waters near Vordingborg. An unexplained explosion occurred in the passenger cabin. The
pilot crashed a window in order to get fresh air. He landed the plane, crawled out the crashed window and swam to
the passenger door. While trying to open the door the plane suddenly sank. All five passengers drowned. Mail items
destined for Sweden had a special label attached explaining the accident.
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A commercial mail item, with stamp fallen off, correct postage would be 4 Pence, cancelled Lon-
don August 14, 1939. Approx. 12,000 mail jtems destined for Sweden were salvaged with more or

less severe water damage. Most were attached or accompanied with one out of four different la-
bels.

Malmé i asugusti 1939,
Nérslutna f8rsindelse har ingdtt till
Sverige blend post, som birgats frén det
den 15 dennes i n#rheten av Vordingborg,
.Danmark, stdrtade engelska trafikflygpla-
net G-ATSY,

Postdirektionen i Sodra distriktet.

The label affixed to above item by the Swedish post office before for-
warding it to the addressee states: Malmé August 1939. Enclosed mail
item was part of the mail that was salvaged the 15t this month from
the British traffic airplane G-AESY that crashed near Vordingborg,
Denmark. The Mail Directory, Southern District.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1939 VORDINGBORG DENMARK UNEXPLAINED EXPLOSION

Example of a commercial cover inside an ambulance cover stating: Inside cover was received in bad condition.

Malmb i augusti 1939.

Nirslutna forsindelse har ingdtt till Sverige bland post,
som birgats frdn det den 15 dennes i n#rheten av Vordingborg,
Denmark, stirtade engelska trafikflygplanet G- AESY. "

Postdirektionen i S6dra distriktet.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1939 VORDINGBORG DENMARK  UNEXPLAINED EXPLOSION

An example of the typical mail from this accident which consisted of many English commercial covers to Sweden.

: Malm§ i augusti 1939.
Nérslutne férsindelse har ingdtt till
Sverige bland post, som birgats frin det
den 15 dennes i nirheten av Vordingborg,
Danmark, stdrtade engelska trafikflygpla-
net G-AESY. T
Postdirektionen i S&dra distriktet.

LR



AIR ACCIDENTS 1941 ABO FINLAND ENGINE FAILURE

Finnish Aero Finnair O/Y’s airplane Sampo, a Junkers JU 52, departed on November 7, 1941 from Abo, Finland with
destination Bromma, Stockholm, Sweden. Shortly after departure the left engine stopped with a powerful bang. After
a short while the other engines stopped as well. Fortunately, the pilot was able to turn the plane around towards
shallow water with muddy sea bottom in the archipelago west of Abo. All 16 passengers and crew onboard survived
and were rescued out of the ice-cold water. Mail was rescued and brought to the Finnish post office for further han-

dling.
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Commercial cover with Finnish censor, with one stamp fallen off, canceled Helsinki November
6, 1941. The Finnish Postal Administration struck a three line cachet in three languages

(Finnish, Swedish and French) that states: This mail item was damaged during an air accident,
and subsequently forwarded to the addressee.

An image of the Junker JU 52 flying high
up in the air. The first JU 52 flew in
October 1930. Production ended at the end
of 1943 and replaced by JU 252. A total of
almost 5,000 JU 52s were built powered
with various size BMW engines.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1941 ABO FINLAND ENGINE FAILURE
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! The second item is a postal card, a much rarer kind of mail item.
I



AIR ACCIDENTS 1942 UNKNOWN LOCATION MYSTERY CRASH

Airmail cover from Sweden canceled 29.12.41 and 3.1.42 to China Via New York and Rangoon. It has several Chinese
and Korean transit cancels from 1942. The cover has Chinese writing and a cachet stating Return to sender. It is not
possible to deliver due to postal interruptions. The cover was lost and was eventually returned to Sweden. It was put
in a glassine ambulance cover with a cancel dated 22 DEC. 1943. If there ever was an explanatory slip, it is lost. This
cover focuses on an issue pertaining to crash mail collecting—a cover must be connected to a certain incident. All we
know is that something happened to this cover but what, where and when? A cover is not as interesting without deri-
vation, although just as “pretty” which is proven by below cover.

5 o Do 2 ® 7 d 7

Image of reverse of above cover showing several transit cancels.

The ambulance cover dated Stockholm 22 DEC.
1943 stating that enclosed cover has arrived in a
damaged state.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1942 THE NORTH SEA

AB Aerotransport’s SE-BAG Gripen was
taken in to use in May 1940 and flew as a
courier plane between Bromma airport,
Sweden and Dyce airport, Aberdeen,
Scotland. Initially flights were performed at
a very high altitude, 7,000 meters. Gripen
was equipped with special oxygen
equipment. Gripen was attacked for the first
time around June 20, 1942 flying from
Scotland. The Germans attacked Gripen over
the North Sea. The pilot made a sharp
nosedive in order to avoid the attack.
Personnel on board were injured. It carried a
very small amount of mail and it was
damaged as well. In spite of a multitude of
bullet-holes in people, plane and mail, it
managed to reach Bromma with no
fatalities. Air traffic ceased after this incident
but continued under darkness around
August 15, 1942. Gripen’s last trip was on
October 22, 1943 when it was shot down by a
German Junker outside Smoégen, Sweden.

An official cover from USA to Sweden,
canceled in Saint Paul, Minnesota on May 1,
1942. It received a bullet-hole during the
attack. After arriving in Sweden it was struck
with a Swedish cachet: Arrived in Damaged
Condition and an oval cancelation dated
June 27, 1942 and forwarded to the
addressee. There is only one other mail item
recorded from this flight.

THE BULLET HOLE COVER




AIR ACCIDENTS 1943 GLEN ESK SCOTLAND SYSTEMS FAILURE

BOAC De Havilland Mosquito — G-AGGF took off from Leuchars for Bromma Sweden in the evening on August 17,
1943. Shortly after the crew experienced issues with orientation. They radioed several timed for bearing and distance
information. In lieu of no response they returned to Leuchars. The plane crashed into a mountain near Glen Esk
more than 60 kilometers north of Leuchars. All onboard were killed, 2 crew. 3 weeks after the crash it was located by
a local gamekeeper. Crash investigators suspected that the airplane suffered a major compass or instrument systems
failure. ATC at several airfields were critisized for not reacting to an emergency situation and not responding to the
air crew’s pleas for directional information. The plane carried no passengers. The crew, 2 persons, were killed.
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Above postal card from Tunis, Tunisia to Sweden was involved in the accident. Salvaged mail
was hand stamped with a British purple 55x8 mm Type C cachet, DAMAGED BY SEA WATER.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1943 TAGUS RIVER PORTUGAL POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS

On February 22, 1943, the Pan Am Boeing 314 (flying boat) "Yankee Clipper” flying from New York was about to land
in poor weather conditions on the Tagus River, Lisbon, Portugal when the left wing tip of the plane inadvertently
made contact with the water while making a descending turn prior to landing. 20 of 33 passengers and 5 of 6 crew
members were killed. 93 mailbags were salvaged. Below two covers from Argentina to Sweden. Special label (two
types) were printed by the Swedish post office. The label states: Enclosed mail item was water damaged during the
crash of a Clipper plane in the Tagus River near Lisbon February 22, 1943 and a Stockholm cancelation dated March
8, 1943. Below two registered covers from Argentina to Sweden with a short version label.
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igen av en Clip
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en av en Clip-
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oden utanfor Lissa-
bonden 22 febr.1943
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1943 TAGUS RIVER PORTUGAL POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS

Below two covers from USA with the longer version label that states: Enclosed mail was damaged during the crash of
a Clipper plane in theTagus river near Lisbon February 22, 1943. In general stamps have fallen off.

Inneliggande forsiin-

delse har skadats av vat-

ten vid iurlls%ing;:'rav F

- en Clippermaskin a-

- ﬂ den utanfor Lissa-

men 22 febr. 1194.;3!':
Frimérkena hava i a

minhet bortfallit.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1944 FALSTERBO SWEDEN ENEMY FIRE

Deutsche Lufthansa’s Focke Wulf “Condor” D-AERE, from Berlin, was expected to land at Bulltofta airport, Malmg,
Sweden at 11 AM on November 29, 1944. There was intense bombing by the Germans at the time and it is believed
that the Condor was mistaken for an enemy plane, however, this was never substantiated. A fishing boat found ob-
jects floating around, including some mail, establishing that the mail was from the disappeared passenger plane.
Everyone aboard were killed, 6 passengers and 4 crewmen.

Covers in good condition were forwarded from Sweden to England and struck with: Damaged through
an airplane accident in course of conveyance. Below cover with a Swedish label stating: This mail item
was damaged by water during the crash of air plane on route between Berlin—Stockholm near Falsterbo
on November 29, 1944. Stamps have in some cases fallen off.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1944 FALSTERBO SWEDEN ENEMY FIRE

Below two censored commercial covers from Switzerland with identical labels, one in an ambulance cover.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1944 KINNEKULLE SWEDEN POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS

During 1941—1945 there was a very dangerous flight route from Sweden to Leuchars, Scotland, the so called
Skagerack flights. It provided Sweden with a fast postal connection to the UK. In total there were eight planes that
were either shot down by the enemy, crashed or disappeared during that time. On August 28 a Lockheed "Lodestar”
departed from Bromma together with a De Haviland "Mosquito”. The Mosquito arrived as planned. "Lodestar” lost
their orientation over Norway. It returned to Sweden in order to land at Sitenids near the town of Lidkdping.
However, due to bad weather they got lost and crashed on mountain Kinnekulle, not far away. Four people were
saved by a couple living nearby. Eleven Norwegian citizens were killed. This crash is the only one of the eight that is
postally documented with a special label.
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pa svenskt omrade.

POSTKONTORET STOCKHOLM 1 AVG. UTR.
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Above commercial mail item to Lima, Peru, canceled in Gothenburg on August 24, 1944. Mail was retrieved and sent to
Stockholm. Once dried, labelled and returned to sender or forwarded to Leuchars for further distribution to addressees. The
label states: Return to sender This mail item was damaged in an airplane that the night before 29 August 1944 crashed on
Swedish territory. Post Office Stockholm 1. It was subsequently put in above ambulance envelope with a Stockholm
cancellation on reverse dated September 2, 1944 and returned to the sender due to the bad condition.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1944 KINNEKULLE SWEDEN POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS
Another very damaged commercial cover that was returned to the sender.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1944 KINNEKULLE SWEDEN POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS

Mail in better condition was forwarded to the UK and struck with standard cachet Damaged througﬁ an airplane
accident in course of conveyance and subsquently forwarded to respective addressee.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1945 LUQA MALTA ENGINE FAILURE

On October 25, 1945 BOAC Douglas DC3 G-AGHR was flying from Palestine to Malta enroute to Europe when it
crashed on take-off due to engine power loss from Luga near Valletta in Malta. The Plane swung and hit a ridge
catching on fire. There is no report of human injuries. 350 kilograms, or about 23 mail bags of saturated mail was
salvaged. A number of different cachets and labels were applied at the ports of destination. :

A commercial cover from Palestine to Sweden canceled Tel-Aviv 23 Oct 1945. Arrived to A.P.O. in
Rome, Italy on 21 Nov. 1945 that applied cachet (It) is regretted this item has been damaged by fire.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 KASTRUP AIRPORT DENMARK HUMAN ERROR

On January 26, 1947 at 15:30 hours KLM’s Douglas C- C47A-30 on route to Stockholm, Sweden crashed during
takeoff from Kastrup airport. The plane rose to a height of 150 feet and then crashed to the ground in a fireball. The
cause was failure to remove the elevator locking pins prior to takeoff. All 22 aboard were killed, 18 passengers and 4
crew members. The Swedish crown prince Gustav Adolf 41 was among those killed, he is the father of Carl XVI
Gustaf, the king of Sweden.

An éxpress cover to Sweden from Denmark. In this case it was forwarded to the addressee in an
ambulance envelope with below label attached.

3, A

-

Beskadiget ved Flyveulykken i Kastrup
Lufthavn den 26.Januar 1947.
OMKARTERINGSPOSTKONTORET.

Above label was enclosed with above mail item and states: Damaged in the air crash at Kastrup
Airport January 26, 1947 The Danish Post Office and canceled Copenhagen January 26, 1941 and
is tied to above item. It is unusual for a Danish post office label to be attached to a mail item
destined for Sweden. There are three different Swedish labels produced for this accident.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 KASTRUP AIRPORT DENMARK

HUMAN ERROR

Below commercial cover from Belgium was forwarded in a Danish post office ambulance cover to the Swedish post

office that added a slip stating Malmé January 30, 1947. This cover was damaged during an air accident on Kastrup
airport January 26, 1947. The post office Malmo 1.

Malmd den 0 j.imari 1947. 3
Demna forsiudelse har skadate vid flyge
olycka & Kastrups flygfilt den 25 jommari
1047,
Postkontoret Halmé 1,




AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 BAHRAIN PILOT ERROR

On August 23, 1947 BOAC flying boat "Portland” on route from Karachi to Bahrain in the Persian Gulf approached
for landing. The pilot misjudged the approach and made a heavy touchdown, short of the flarepath. He then failed to
maintain control during the bounce and the airplane hit the water with nose downwards. 8 passengers of 18 and 3 of
8 crewmembers were killed.

A commercial cover from Thailand canceled Bangkok August 19, 1947. This item was minimally damaged
and was forwarded via French air mail where it was struck with a cachet in French stating: Delayed due
to airplane accident.

An image of a Short Sandringham 5, the crashed
"Portland” was one.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 BAHRAIN PILOT ERROR
Due to lack of space, all information about this cover is found on the following page 1947.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 BAHRAIN PILOT ERROR

S S T

PRECEDING PAGE: A commercial registered mail item from the
Swedish Royal Ambassy in Bangkok, canceled Bangkok, Thailand

with fallen off stamps. The cancellation is illegible. This cover was ? 2 S ——
found in the Persian Gulf by the British Navy much later than most
of the other mail items from this accident. Due to heavy water
damages when salvaging the mail, the British officials affixed it to an
official mail envelope, struck it with cachet type "f": Damaged By Sea
-Water and forwarded it to to the Swedish Post Office in lieu of a ~
discernible sender.
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The Swedish Post Office printed a special label that states: This mail item
was carried by an airplane that crashed in the Persian Gulf previous year
and subsequently mailbags were salvaged by the British Navy. The exhibitor o
believes that this label is previously unknown. ey ?




AIR ACCIDENTS 1947 KASTRUP DENMARK UNEXPLAINED CRASH

The plane, Vickers 628 Viking — OY-DLI — Torulf Viking, left Paris for Copenhagen on December 29, 1947. For
unxplained reasons the plane came down in shallow water, 150 meters short of the runway at Kastrup Airport. All
passangers and crew were quickly picked up by a motor boat with no casualities. No explanation to the crash was
ever provided.

Cover from Congo with fallen off stamps. Swedish purple cachet that states Arrived without
stamps from abroad.

W_. P

?Qrsﬁnaeisen skadad =
“av vatten vid flyg» =
. od Voka UtandOr . -
sgﬁyenhaMﬂ ?9 12 g ;@

The Swedlsh Post Office printed a speclal label that states:
This cover was damaged during an air accident outside
Copenhagen 29-12-47.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1948 NORTHOLT ENGLAND ATC ERROR

A midair collision occurred in Northolt, Middlesex, England on July 4, 1948, between an SAS Douglas DC-6 and a
Royal Air Force Avro York MW248. All onboard were killed, 26 passengers and 13 crew members including 7 from
the the York. The collision was due to an ATC (Air Traffic Control) error. Some mail was salvaged, brought to the
dispatching post office and forwarded to the addressees or returned to sender.
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A correctly uprated 10 Gre postal card to London. Due to damage it was returned to sender
with below label enclosed.

Bifogade brevforsidndelse, som skadats vid flygolyckan

vid Northolt i England den 4 juli 1948 &terstédlles h&érmed.

Kungl. Generalpoststyrelsens Reklamationskontor.

Above slip from the Swedish post office states Enclosed cover which was damaged during the air
accident in Northolt England on 4 July 1948 is hereby returned. The Royal Swedish Dead Letter Office.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1948 NORTHOLT ENGLAND ATC ERROR

Commercial cover canceled Stockholm July 3, 1948. This cover was forwarded with typewritten message.

P Messrs. H. A, Schmid / Tondon / Limitad,
- 3, Kingly Street, - Regent Street, N
‘ _ London, We 1. c : , Y
Salvaged from buning Swedish
- JAlr Liner at Northolt Sunday
. [4th,July.I948-which collided
fwith York Air Liner,in which
- 142 passengers and crew lost }
theiz lives,

Yol

Image showing part of the crashed DC-6.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1948 NORTHOLT ENGLAND ATC ERROR

Commercial cover canceled Stockholm July 3, 1948, sent to Mombasa Kenya.

- Above cover had two attached slips from the Office of the Postmaster in Mombasa. See next page.

67




AIR ACCIDENTS 1948 NORTHOLT ENGLAND ATC ERROR

Below slip was attached to the preceding cover explaning the crash.

The attached mail matter is forwarded with this
Department's regret at its condition, which was due to the

m2il plane having crashed and burnt out,

Below letter, dated 27th August, 1948 is from the Postmaster of Mombasa

Refs TooMe Office of the Postmaster,
Hombesa, 27th Augnst, 1948,

MESSRS. LION TRANSPORT LTD.,
PRIVATE BAG,.

Yombasa,.

Y Girs,

The attached envelope was saivaged from the
aeroplane which crashed at Yo 1t, lioddlesex, on the
&th July, 1948,

Y6urs faithfully,

i

POSTMASTER OF HOMBASA,




AIR ACCIDENTS 1952 DOLWYDELLAN WALES UNEXPLAINED CRASH

On January 14, 1952 Douglas C-47B — EI-AFL - St. Kevin was on route from London to Dublin. When reaching the
Nefyn area the crew reported that they would descend from 6500 ft. to 4500 ft. This was the last radio contact. The
descending plane was caught by downdraughts that forced the plane into an area of great turbulence. The crew lost
control of the plane, crashed into a peat bog and caught on fire killing everyone onboard, 20 passengers and 3 crew
members.

Above reverse of a registered commercial cover canceled Stockholm Jan .
8 1952. Officially sealed and canceld by the Irish post office including a
typewritten label stating the crash.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1954 ROME ITALY ENGINE FIRE

On January 14, 1954 Philippine Air Lines’ Cloud Master, a Douglas DC-6, was on route from Beirut, Lebanon to
Rome. The Douglas crashed in a steep dive while making an IFR (Instrument Flight Rules) landing in turbulence
following an engine fire. It probably lost a wing during a pull out from a deep dive. The crash killed all 9 passengers
and all 7 crew members.

Helsingborg,

e Sweden.
P segutey

Commercial cover from Hong-Kong canceled Victoria January 12, 1954 showing minor damage. Italian
black cachet states Corrispondenza recuperata in seguito / incidente aereo dei - 14 GEN 1954
Correspondence recovered after / plane crash - 14 JAN 1954.

Bifogade forsin
‘rgi;(si flygolycka i Rc?;?else g
195,

Italien den 1k,1,

Postairektionen, Malmg
den 28 januari 1954,

Reverse of above cover with a Swedish post office label stating: Attached mail
item was damaged during an aeroplane accident in Rome, Italy on 14.1.1954.
Mail Directory Malmé January 28, 1954.

70



AIR ACCIDENTS 1952 FRANKFURT GERMANY UNEXPLAINED CRASH

On March 22, 1952 "Koningin Juliana” a KLM Douglas DC-6 was on route from Johannesburg to and the Hague. The
Douglas exploded and burst into flames after crashing in a wooded area in rain and fog only two miles short of the

runway at Frankfurt airport. Cause unknown. The crash killed 36 passengers with one survivor and nine crew
members with one survivor.

Commercial mail item to Sweden from Brazil canceled in January 1952. This item was not badly

damaged but was sent in bundle with an explanatory note. The Swedish Post Office produced labels
in Swedish to accompany the mail item. See below.

g

Nifogade foruindcloe, eon sindete vid on flygolycia vid
Fronlurt on Todn den 223652, Overlimnae Mizjirtee
Tungle Conoralpostetyzeloon
Toldlorntionelontorot

(4 pmn
< H-h Nk B

The label states: Attached mail item, that was damaged during an aeroplane accident in
Frankfurt am Main 22.3.52, is hereby delivered.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1954 SINGAPORE PILOT FATIGUE

On March 13, 1954 a Qantas—BOAC Lockheed Constellation "Belfast” was carrying mail from Sydney to London and
crashed, due to pilot fatigue, while attempting to land at Kallang Airport, Singapore. Belfast landed short of the
runway, striking a sea wall with the undercarriage. The impact caused a leak in one of the fuel tanks. The
undercarriage collapsed as the aircraft touched down again on the runway. The right wing broke off as the aircraft
slid down the runway. Belfast rolled to the right and came to rest inverted. The crash killed all 31 passengers and 2

crew members with 7 survivors, including the captain, T. Hoyle. A number of labels and cahets were produced by
various postal services.

-} .'*-Mgtiebolﬂqnt Separator,
.E'V'-'-. BOX 511 P. 05
Ao, STOCKHOLM

g O TN SWEDEN.

e

ALFA-LAVAL SEPARATOR CO. PTY. LIMITED
299 SUSSEX STREET, S EY :

.

&
O

e g 2 0 e i, TR T SRR - R — v e i =

Commercial cover from Australia, canceled Sydney March 10, 1954. A number of different
cachets and labels were created and quite a few exist on mail to Sweden. This cover has the red
framed cachet struck in Singapore: SALVAGED MAIL AIRCRAFT CRASH SINGAPORE
13.3.1954.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

rd

N et

SlockHorr ¢

-~

EUROPE — SwEDEN ~ JVERIGE

A B & L L S e

Private cover from New Zealand canceled Wanganui March 9, 1954. A number of different cachets
and labels were created and quite a few exist on mail to Sweden. This cover has the red framed
cachet struck in Singapore: SALVAGED MAIL AIRCRAFT CRASH SINGAPORE 13.3.1954.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1963 OSLO , ICING
On April 14,1963 Icelandair’s Vickers Viscount 759D was on route Copenhagen—Oslo. It crashed on approach 6
kilometers west of the runway in Oslo. The crash was most likely due to icing on the stabilizer. All 7 passengers and 5

Medfylgjandi sending bjargadist Gr flugvélinni,
sem férst vid Oslo hinn 14, b.m.

‘Péststofan { Reykjavik.

Above a registered mail item from Sweden to Iceland picked up in Gothenburg. Above is the label the Icelandic post
office produced in connection to the crash. It states: Attached mail item was salvaged from airplane that crashed in
Oslo the 14t this month the post office in Reykjavik.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1970 WURENLINGEN SWITZERLAND BOMB ONBOARD

On February 21, 1970 Swissair Convair Coronado took off from Ziirich to Tel Aviv. 9 minutes after take-off the crew
reported issues regarding the cabin pressure and suspected an explosion in the aft cargohold. While returning to the
airport the crew lost instrument and electrical power and crashed into a forest. A bomb with an altimeter trigger was
suspected to have been placed in a package mailed to an Israeli address by Palestinian terrorists. There were no

survivors, 38 passengers and 9 crew members were killed.

. il i el

o sewg = - _ - A = B e
A commercial cover to Israel from Sweden with a Ziirich post office
cachet in French that states Correspondence from the crash in
Wiirenlingen. The Post Office Ziirich 58.




AIR ACCIDENTS 1970 ROME ITALY ENGINE EXPLOSION

On April 19, 1970 SAS Anund Viking caught on fire due to an engine explosion when taking off from Ronie airport on
route to Copenhagen. A fan blade came off in one of the engines, bounced off the ground and made a hole in a fuel
tank. All 64 passengers and 11 crew members escaped, 26 people with injuries.

B s

A commercial mail item FROM Iran to Sweden canceled in Teheran with no legible date. Below the
label from the Swedish Post Office attached to above item and forwarded to the addressee. It states
Attached mail item unfortunately damaged, when an SAS plane on April 19, 1970 was destroyed by
fire, including a purple cachet: Received June 24, 1970.

T —

24 3uN1H7g
B S 19 0]

Bifogade férséndelse har tyviirr skadats, dd ett SAS-plan
den 19 april 1970 brann upp p& flygplatsen i Rom.

Postens Reklamationskontor

B P
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ENGINE EXPLOSION

AIR ACCIDENTS 1970 ROME ITALY

A commercial cover from USA to Sweden involved in the accident in Rome.

Bifogade forsiéindelse har tyvirr skadats, d4 ett SAS-plan
den 19 april 1970 brann upp pi flygplatsen i Rom, :
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1974 NAIROBI KENYA STALL

Lufthansa’s flight 540 from Frankfurt to Johannesburg stalled and crashed during takeoff from Nairobi Embakasi
airport, Kenya in the AM of November 20, 1974. It was the first fatal Boeing 747 accident to occur. It carried 144 pas-
sengers and 13 crew members. 59 passengers and 4 crew members were killed. The aircraft was completely destroyed
by fire. Stalls can occur at any altitude and with full engine power. Stalls can happen when the Aircraft is climbing or
descending. Stall occurs when the Angle of attack goes beyond the critical AOA (Angle Of Attack) at which there is no
lift force to balance the weight and drag. Airspeed is the speed of an aireraft relative to the air

FLYGPOST
PAR AVION

£

A second letter rate cover canceled November 18, 1974. Recovered mail, primarily destined for South Africa, was forwarded
after receiving 2 purple cachets in English and Afrikaans stating: RETREIVED FROM AIR CRASH ON 20 NOVEMBER 1974

AT NATROBI/HERWIN VAN LUGRAMP OP 20 NOVEMBER 1974 TE NAIROBI.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1974 NATIROBI KENYA

STALL

A first rate cover to S. A. canceled November 18, 1974 struck with the 2 cachets in English and Afrikaans.

The Lecturer Mr Cassim Lakhi

Natal University College

<

.v-.\"\ 9""‘ L x Lk

i E I iy
B

A post-crash photography by an unknown photographer. Investigation determined that
the cause of the accident was a stall at low altitude and was due to pilot error by not turn-

ing on the hydraulics that extend the leading wing flaps for takeoff. This process is now
automated on all 747’s.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 1946 ZEVENHUIZEN THE NETHERLANDS BALLOON CRASH

To finish things on a lighter side of accidents the exhibitor chose to include the following covers on pages, 79 and 80.
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Balloon cover dated 10-6-1946 with special cancel and Cinderella stamp with red cachet
stating it was damaged in a difficult landing around Zevenhuisen and on to Sweden.

Image of reverse ofabove cover with a red cachet announcing the balloon
“Rambaldo” and its pilots as well as its planned route from Schiedam to

any available landing spot in Zevenhuizen.
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AIR ACCIDENTS 19677 JARVAFALTET SWEDEN ROCKET CRASH

A cover from a Swedish mail rocket experiment.

CRASH POST

om @ swqa‘n?|

rescued f¢

o
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'/'

Cover from a 1967 unsuccessful mail rocket experiment that ended up crashing into a swamp.

& B
A

TIII oo-érsmlnnet av varldens forsta officiella flygpostfriméarke

3. POSTRAKETEXPERIMENTET
2. PROVSERIEN
. 22 OKTOBER 1967

JARVAFALTET $R7A]

3rd Mailrocket
Experiment
2nd testfiring

Stiftelsen
["s :{AKETFN U_PPS.END AV Jubilenmspostflygningen
Rocketgram Nt 733 _‘Mf_m gto x:l?zgg 40
0cC. 0

A mail rocket experiment in commemoration to the 50th anniversary of the
World’s first official airmail stamp. Red cachet stating Third Mailrocket
Experiment Jirvafiltet OCT. 22 1967. Purple cachet stating Rocket
launched by the “Swedish Rocket Society”. After rescue it was brought to
the post office, canceled Sollentuna 23.10.67 and forwarded to the ad-
dressee.
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