A postal history of

' ;, BRITISh & qaJar dynasty
3N PERSIA [1857'1924]

W

reat Britai i
g} G l;il:eriﬁ:gg aa\:all' giemlgn f;{ovember 1856, becaufse of violation of treaty by occupying of Herat on the afghan border
by two Administrafioﬁs i nB 'at'nh pf:l itionary Force under Sir James Outram near Bushire. The mails from Persia were operated
e e 18; ;sthan Persia itselt. Before entering the UPU in 1877, the mails from Persia also had the Russian
55 e i is practice was discontinued and only Persian adhesives were used. The registration label was
s the postage was not in vast quantity in few cites. Various surcharges and overprints were done from 1900-

1925, Postal Rates were revi inati i i
S ised for both Inland and Foreign destinations at different Regimes. New Postmarks were also introduced

Th*- compre” 1sive exhibit comprises of extensive stud i i isi iti
-on i s ly of the postal history of Persia comprising the British Indi

gar -lnlls\tll;%t_--' De}:t_od lf‘r_om the Field force 1857 until the the closing of P.Os in 1p923 gcovering Aba(ill:]r:
s cover; - Jus {fe, inga and Moher_nmeraf_n !’Os. In the Persian Administration Era by Qajar Dynasty (till
2254 coven e efar iest usages from Persia, Revision qf Rates, only known covers, Unrecorded and very few in
o P;)st b gﬁs of postmarks are a_lso discussed in detail. The mail routings are also discussed which includes via

a Lot ombay-Aden), Russia & its Post_Ofﬁce at Tehran, Pacific Routes, African_Continenet and Far East Mails
with rates study an_d maps. Many exceptional postal history items covering POs in Abedeh, Ardebil, Barfroush
Bouroudjird, Boushire, Djoulfa, Enzeli, Gaoudan, Hamadan, Ispahan, Jahrom, Kazvin, Kermanshah, Khc,, Kur ’
Mm_dan, M? »d, M ¢ \ammerah, Rescht, Sari, Sarvistan, Savoutchboulag, Schimeran, Schiras, Sultanabay, Tab, ..z,
Taur!s, Tedjrict-  Tehr..,, Toko, Torchiz, Urmia, Yezd and others are discussed in detail with historical backgrounds
and illustrated study of the datestamps for the first time in history with colour types.

Frame 1 to 3: British Adrinistration (1857-1923) / Persian Administration (Nasser-ed-"in <" ah 1877-1897)
T;he first one and a h:al. ame « mprises of the early exceptional examples usages on cover under the British Administration ‘QV,
}\[\/II and KGV period, which includes the exceptional usages of Indian P.O under Bombay & Sind Postal Circle mails, Semi Public
lmper!al Post after Joining U.P.U Mails with the study of rates for articles and routes. Brief dis. ussion of Imperial P.O at Bushi. .
gnd Lu?ga with study of exce, ‘ionat usages on covers & postmarks. Exceptional Stationery usages are also discussed. The British P.O
in Persia mails which includes exceptional usages from Bandar Abbas P.O, Mails before WW/I with Bushire damaged canceller,
Alfter VW WI correspondences from Linga bearing censor makings, usage offices Indian Exchange Offices at Koh-i-Malik Siah Ziarat,

mperial P.Os at Mohammerah and Abadan are discussed with extreme rarities. Mails just before the closing of Imperial P.Os at
Yersia (19£7) are also discussed in detail.

From the Second half of the frame comprising of Nasser-ed-Di"  ..h period, early mails discussed right after development of
National Postal System and after Joining U.P.U. Exceptional range of correspon ! = s from 1879 covering the U.P.\J dictated
postal rates for articles on covers, which includes domestic and foreign mails with the detailed study of routes from differen origins.
Various domestic Mails, Persian Gulf and Middle East Mails from different origins of Persia with routing are discussed with
exceptional usages on covers including the comprehensive study of their Postmarks. Reveision of Rate in 1897 and usage of the
Stationery and Far East Mails via Sea Route are discussed in detail.

Frame#4 to 6 (Nasser-ed-Din Shah 1877-1 897) / (Mozzafar ed-Din Shah 1897-1907)

Exceptional Mails to Austria, Belgium, MiddlcEast, usages of Stationerics for Inland and Fureign usages, revision of postal rates
in 1897 (in Mozzafar-al-Din Shah period), and exceptional usages of Control marking over siamps used on cover are discused in
detail. Types of Registration Cachets, Revision of Rates, 1897 and Registered Label used as Postage, 1897 is discussed. The
study of Postal Rates for U.S.A, U.K, Europe and African Continent with the study of routes and postmarks, Unusual Manuscript
surcharged postage on cover, Mails Constantinople (Ottoman Empirc), Less iated M.1': routing from Russia, Uncommon mail
from Tehran Maidan and Adoption of New Canceller types are briefly discussed. The Local Tehran Prints of 1902 used on Inland
& foreign mails, exceptional early & late usage of overprinted postcards, Introduction of new U.P.U based Stationery and Revised
Postal Rates in 1903 are explained with exceptional range of covers and postmarks usages including the Self Styled P.O at T_ehr_an
/ TOKO. New Proposed Inland Rates of 1903 Mails with Surcharged Issues, New Postmarks Types, 1905, Local Tehran Printing

postages exceptional usages on mails, Surcharged Stationery for Foreign Mail.

Frame#7 and 8 (Mozzafar ed-Din Shah 1897-1907)/ Mohammad Ali Shah 1907-1909 / Ahn?ed Shah 1909-1924)

Revision of Inland Rates after throne given to Mohammad Ali Shah in 1907 with Unusual Comb inations on Cover, Revision
of Rate, 1907 and Pre-Abdication of Throne Mails. The usages during Ahmed Shah Throne 1909, Variations in Postal Rates
and Control “C” markings. The Russian P.O at Tehran using its own postage but Tehran oyliterators (Extremely Scarce Cover),
WWI mails with Persian & British Censorship Mails, The Role of Duzdab and Kouh Malek Siah Ziarat Indian & Persian Exchange

Offices and Rates, and concluding chapter of Qajar Dynasty mails.

References: Extensive study of Postmarks and history has been done from, Tomkins, T. L. C, The Persian
Gulf, Persiphila, lrayn Philatelic Study Circle Bulletin, Various Noies, Catalogues and Artbd:;s ete.
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The British Post Offices in Persia 1957-1868

Indian Field Post Office in Persia

After declaration of war against Persia by Great Britain due to violation of treaty in November 1856, a field
post office accompanied the Force was the first recorded case in which regular Indian Postal personnel
accompanied by a military force on active service. For that FP.O, a Military ~rymaster of the Persian
Expeditionary force was appointed to take control. The First FP.O was ablish it Bushire in December
1856.The second at Mohammerah in March 1857 and the island Kha' - in June the same year.

First Day Usage »f FP.O / Persia

A field post accompanied \D Fo <P Fo
the initial Field Force (which & gy s 57%
became The 1st Divi on), AP:G"’? B
being authorize’ cr OGRS\V’ Cro\ >
31.10.56, with a staff oi T
seven (head clerk, 2 clerk, (p),’r\pm, o g Wypell

- \
munshi, and four persons), Y
under Ex.officer Postmaster | AP 2 57 e
(the paymaster, Brevet Major ‘o B® v/
H. J. Barr). Another FPO €Rs\
accompanied the 2nd Type |
Division to Mohammerah. (UNPAID)

“ ' that fime there was no regular packet service to the Gulf and so the Force had to mainly rely on it's own
i< 5 forits mail service, Two route:  cre maintained. This piece v 2 postcd from Bushire on 21.4.57 (Typ-
UP1), FI. 7 DAY USAGE, by E'/1 . )ne to Mohammerah. T' < - e of the two examples known. Tw
types are .o wn illus.1 BG illus.2 PD instead of BG. FIELD FOR_.. A T'E/BJ/PERSIA in black in circular
form bul 1 small arcs only at the sides for unpaid letters. The unpaid amount i< found entered in manuscript.

Indi..: Fost Office in Persia under Bombay Postal Circle, 1864-68

The first Imp . rial (British India) Post Office was opened at Bushire on May 1864 under the Bombay Postal
Circle. India postage stamp was used and postal rates were followed till 1993.

I-xample from
Bombay
bearing 1
Anna sfruck
with duplex
“1” obliterator
was destined
to Bushire due
to existence of
Indian P.O
handling mail
for Imperial
and deliver
the same in
Persia.

Note: Since Indian Postal Rates were followed, this letter was charged 1 Anna as it was exceeding [ tola. Other
wise it would be bearing a standard letter rate of . Anna.

R R - e RO 5y e A1



The British Post Offices in Persia

7-1878

Lirdian Post Office in Persia under Sind Postal Circle, 1869-78

In regular steamship sailings between Bombay and the Persian Gulf were initiated, and there was pressure
on the Persian government to permit Indian-controlled post offices in the Persian Gulf ports to handle mail
destined for Bombay. The entire system was controlled by the postmaster general in Bombay, letters were
franked with ' 'ianst ps carrying pictures of Queen Victoria, and Indian postal iates were charged. However,
in 1869, it we- trans ~rred from Bombay to the Sind Postal Circle (Karachi), almost for a decade.

Letters carrying Standard Letter Rate for Persia

. Since the
: L i e Persian follow
Ay the Islamic
e - Calendar, one
can see Persian
Scripted cover
; vith ~ date in
A . Hejri at iront
Y ; N - after the
| ﬁ Lt address.
| b 'l : Here on this
i L : . cover the date
. . - reads as:-
| i ; 28 Rabi us sani
. | E 1286 ~
” . 7 August 1869.
)
And on this cover
the date reads as:-
9 Ramzan 1289
10 November
1872. In this case it
is actual written
date, not posted.

o - g . forTop’

Bombay bearing standard letter rate of % Anna, struck with duplex “1” obliterator
IKO:?AT?:J‘;Twm» !nd ngl bar “1” duplex on bottom example, usage November ‘; Alt, : g;:
Both were addressed to Bushire, Persia which was handled by the Sind Postal Circle during 1869 to '

This makes the above two covers exceptional during that decade.

2

g
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The British Post Offices in Persia 79 onwards

Indian P. O’s in Persia under Previous Postal Circle, 1879

After finding that Sind Circle was not good for routing, the powers were transferr- ack tc 2_ .. cay Postal
Circle in 1879 and lasted till the dissolving of Indian P.O from Persia in 1923. Meanwhile, the new datestamps
were provided to Bushire. When returned to the Bombay Postal Circle, “B” square bars was normally used on
covers; non duplex. The town spelt "BUSHIRE" in single circle seen accompanied the same from 1879. Similar
type was also provided to controlled regions; spelt - Bandar-Abas and LINGA, showing date and month only.

1881. A cover
from Bombay
posted in
October 25
received at
Bushire on
November 5,
as shown at
back right-

corner. mmm

18892, Cover from
LI, v JA to Bombay

shows "B” square bar
and circular datestamp

of January 1 (with
stops). R|R|R]

1881. Imperial % Anna
envelope from
BANDARABAS to Bombay
shows “B” square bar (at front)
and circular datestamp of
June 11 (with colon between

month and date) EIEE

All such Imperial datestamps
which do not have the year
existed till the new version was
adopted, in which the year was
made available, as they cannot
understand the Hejri date




The British Post Offices in Persia TF  'PU Postal Rates

Se.. i-Public Imperial Post in Persia After Joining U.PV

vhe en. > system was centrolled by the postmaster general in‘Bombay, letters were franked with Indian stamps
carrying j..ctures of Queen Victoria, and Indian postal rates were chareed. The British service thus became a
semipublic postal system between Bushire and the rest of Persia, as the icgation couriers would deliver mail
along their return routes to Tehran. Persia soon joined the International Postal \Union, in August 1879.

Standard Lc!t>~ Rate to British India

A cover from Bushire
prepaid with QV J,
Anna (green),
addressed Bombay.

It was tied by the
new squared with
four thin bars at
corner version,
measuring 19mm
diameter of circle,
hence considered as
the Bushire Small
Type BS1, dated
May 13, 1886

This cover bore
siandard %3 tola letter
rate, Arrival
Bombay, May 25,

1880.

This
correspondence
bearing 2 Annas
(QV) vertical pair,
used at Bushire on
a mail to Bombay
refers to Letter rate

of 1869 lmﬁ?f
ndia, in which the
1 Anna was
Shacladdonaly
or 1 tola an
d . ence, ES
mai% %gowed the

same, posted on
November 23,
1890 from Bushire
and received at
Bombay on
December 10.




The British Post Offices in Persia : The Letter

e Imnrerial Postal Rate of 1869 - 1898 used in Persia.

As per the pu: .| notice of 1869, now the letters were calculated per % tola and 1 tola. The picvious was W
tola and 1 tola till 1866. The variation of rates found on Persian cover are very uncommon. The large diameter
“Bushire” datestamp cover was not witnessed before 1892 as the small ones were leading till 1891.

1% Anna for % tola; Normal rate

A cover sent from
Bushire prepaid
with QV % . 'ina
(green), addi. < ~d
Bomt uy.

It was tied by the
Bushire Type BS1,
dated July 13,
1891.

This cover bore
standard J tola
lette, /te.. Arrival
Bombay, july 29,
TEE.
\/hcommonl

M ail from Bushire for
Bombay prepaid here
with the 1 Anna Imperial
postage, which means this
letter must have exceeded
the half tola rate.

Such mails are
uncommon from Bushire.
Posted on December 8,
1891 and delivered to
Bombay P.O after 10

days, normal estimated
limited. A

This cover bore the
latest usage of the small
barred Type BS1 of
Bushire, as from this
date onwards, the large
datestamp takes the

lead, Type BL1.




Pritish Post Offices in Persia

Mail to Uncontrolled Imperial Bushire

The Sea Mail

As discussed previously, Bushire was controlled under both, Imperia . d Persian Authority till 1915 when
British took control of the entire Bushire and established a F.P.O which operated till 1923. These are found
with a receiving of Persian receiver of Bushire, considered exceptional during that period or was hardly possible.

Mail from Bombay to Bushire with My s’~rv!!

| Tehran to

This exceptional
mail from Bombay
prepaid with the
cor.ected rate of 2
Annas, addressed
to Isphahan,
Persia.

What 1nakes .is
cover mystery
usage:-

7 j1is cover was
posted from
Bombay (May ¢
traveled by Sea to
Aden (May 7)
upon arrival it was
established that
this mail was
actually addresses
to the uncontrolled
Imperial regions of
Persia, therefore it
was posted back
from Aden (M:(Y
12) accompani:
the “MISSENT
IN INDIAN
MAIL" cachet,
which means
cover was recei

in a post office
which should not
have come for

delivery.

P.Oon May 16 to

| Bushire PO in
region where it

' was sent through




he priti: st Offices in Persia Ivialls

Allotment of Small Circular with Corner Bars to Linga P.O

The small diameter, 20mm, circular datestamp with thick corner bars (like the on~ for J&K known as Tavi
Type), was allotted by the Imperial office for Linga as well before Bushire, Type BS1, ir. 887 which 5
till 1895. The worn-out Impression started from 1894 and hence abandoned in 1895.

/1 exceptional mail
‘rom Linga prepa
with the pair of 1
Anna Imperial
Postage. Tied by the
Linga, Type LS1,
dated February 24,
1892. Aurival
marking of Bembay
affixed on the same

of May 4, 1892.

7N
| re 247

4
'

)

lype LS1
(1887-1895)

This example
from Linga
bore the flat
letter rate from
Persia to
Bombay. The
Linga, Type
LS1 affixed
over the
postage shows
an error of
“Tail” variety
of datestamp.
The “month”
and “date”
shows
elongated
lines from
letters.




The British Post Offices in Persia

Mail from Imperial Linga P.O

Mails

Linga, a port about 96 miles from west of Bandar Abbas on the Persian Gulf Coast. It was known as a port
of call for British Indian Steam Navigation Company’s Steamers. The first Indian post office was established
in April 1067, first on temporary basis, and permanent P.O by the end of the year. It was closed in 1923.

An exceptional

nail frc  ".nga to
Bom 1w yvas
pre.... Jd two

Imperial 1 Anna
postage, tied by the
small Linga
canceller, Type LS1,
dated “May 3,
1893. Deli . d ai
Bombay on

May 13, as shown
on the same side

This small Linga
canceller like
Bushire measure
20mm diameter. It
was known used
from 1887-95.

Although large
types were known
from January 1892,
but no large types
noticed as found in
this cover from
Bushire.

Mail from Bushire
to Bombay, dated
July 1893. The
above cover bore
more than 1 tola
letter rate whereas
this example is least

1 tola. M@

During this period
no deformation of
letters occurred
neither for Linga
nor for Bushire
until 1897,

S




The British Post Offices in Persia Mails

Mails from Bushire by Bombay - Aden - Suez Route

The Bombay - Aden - Suez Sea Post Office service was introduced in 1806 w speed &1. “ivery of mails to
and from India. It was operated by the Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company on their steamer
service from Suez to Bombay, via Aden. The sorting of the mails in either direction was carried by up to six
teams under the control of the Indian Post Office. An intermediate stop was made at Aden for the discharge
and collection of mails to and from East Africa and the Arabian coast, as well as for refueling the ships.

An Important 1895. Official Embossed Crest on
Official Stationery Of Trade Derartment

- o AN R

Official stationery of Persian “AMINUTTOJJAR’ (Trade Department) showing

embossed crest of Persian Lion in turquoise-green. The envelope on cream wove
; paper, measures: 152 x 124mm.

The cover bears % Anna and 1 Anna x 2 Queen Victoria adhesives tied by
the !:ed(;:g uared circle datestamp of “BUSHIRE" (early version, undamaged
“E”), posted on Segtember 28, 1895 for gairgb'sl'thé fcf;:uw(r chtmfg)tfoo ng;’laxa{
where transferred to P.Os “S.S. Himalaya®, Sea ce (Oct. 1 :
to Suez and received on Oct. 20 transit alongwith the Cairo receiver postmark, ~Large squared circle

dated October 21, on the same side. Very few examples exist! d_l‘?m';‘_!l"




British Post Offices in Persia

different
year
usage:
1894
(top),
1895
(middle)
and
1896
(bottom)

Mails from Bushire Suez ... ute & 1uc

It became the most common route for Britain and Fu, )j'e, via the Suez
Canal. There were stopovers in Port Said in Egypt and 2crt Aden. From
there, the ships traveled across the ir.. .~ Ocean to the Wesi>rn Australian
Port of Fremantle. Before crossing the equator, u.cy stopped at Bombay
(India) and similar for return route, Hence, the mails from Persia awaiting
at Bombay were prepaid with 2% Annas, reached Cairo after a month.

All three

Mails from

Bushire to
Cairo were |




b
i

1. dritish Post Offices in Persia

Mails

Mails from Linga Suez Route & Rate

The <imilar treatment was done for Mail from Linga. They usually bore 2 % Annas letter rate of Sea Mail.

Ho vever, *-¢ mails from this port is much scarcer than Bushire. Normally the mail from Imperial Persia took
3 1 ys to reach Bombay by Sea.

THis

exceptional

mail fro
Linga (Persi.)
was prepaid
with the
discussed
postage of
Imperial and
‘was tied by the
three strikes of
Linga, Type
. ', dated
May 23,
1896. The
voyage begins
as under:-

This mail was first carried to Bombay where it was transferred to the P&Os SS. Ganges, another Steamer

Ship, cancelled Sea Post C, dated June 5, 1896 to Suez (received on June 16).

The example at left
from Bushire and
top from Linga
confirms othat,
both reached
Bombay on the
13th Day of

dispatch. A

This example
shows latest usage
of large Bushire,
Type BL1, without
broken or damaged
letters, used in
January 1897. It
was previously
reported that this
obliterator had
damaged “E" & "R”
in 1897, this
discovery confirms
it happened in late
1897 not early.

12
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The British Post Offices in Persia
Mails

The Damaged Letter of Bushire, Type BL1 (A)

M, it has been established b o
y us that the bottom leg of “E” in BUSHIRE" f
Ocinber 20, 1897 not January. Another damaged occurred was of “R”, notice(&usr;grgzogpgri)dmo%gi)e:eri)i,oss

BUSHIRE AS BUSHIRF (3 Bars Cancel) ,

e e, —
s o

The first
“ub-type of
L \ISHIRE,
typ L1
apoe of
he g
¢ 1y as
January 21,
1902
showing
the spelling
as
“BUSHIRF”
due to
dropping
off bottom
leg of “E",
Type BL1
(A).

This cover bore three exceptional rarity on one cover; 1) usage from Bushire to Muscat (Feb 1),
9) Franked with a pair of 3pies pair of Queen Victoria Adhesives and 3) The early usage of
canceller with spelling error due to damaged “E".

Type BL1 (A)

Normally, the
- example seen
from October
1897, therefore
we have
gtablished that
is type was
known as early
as October
1897, like the
mail at left from
Buthi!t (Oct-
93) to Bombay
(Nowv.5).

e g o SR S e




The  ish Post Offices in Persia Mails

A nother Damaged Letter of Bushire, Type BL1 (B)

Yepe ' 'n October 1899, right after two year of the first sub-type, another example of BUSHIREF was
» 'nessect i which the front leg of “R” was found damaged. One thing c~mmon was the month and date

are largey . s, ihe year is too small, resulting in its often failiny, to register in the cancellation.

BUSHIRE AS BUSHIRF (3 Bars Caicel)

One t'i
which was 1«
reported befc.
was the inter-

changing of
Month and
Date randomly
throughout its
existence. The
type remains
the same only
positions
changes, that is,
we witness
lamaged “R”
example
accompanied
with damaged
“E”.

Type BL1 (A)  Type BL1 (B)

Top: This example bearing !
fh_;LW\nna Imperial postage :
was tied by the Bushire, !
Type BL1 (A), dated %
November 28, 1898,

almost a year ago before |
another damage occured. ,

%o_gp@i; Anna Imperial
.P.U Postcard used from
Bushire to London carried
by S.S Orient from Bombay
via Brindisi, on Dec. 1,
1902, Type BL1 (3). NEE

‘ 4_' . ; 14
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The Br Post Offices in Persia Mails

The Registered and Un-registered Mails

Since Imperial controlled regions followed the rate of Imperial India, the reji=tration rate for letter was charged
similar to the postage for letter. Since the letter rates revised in April 1, 1905 .i.rough vhich the normal rate
for the mails outsi

e Persia to East set to 2 15 Annas and obviously registered mails ov. 2 double postage.

Mail from
Bushier to
Muscat

‘s per postal notice,
this mail bore the 2 0
Annas, Imperial
postage when mailed
outside Persia; rate not
for Europe.

Usage:
Busﬁire: Avpril 14
1907, Arrival Muscat:

April 17 I

However, in this
case; from Bombay,
the mail traveled
through Imperial
Bushire to Persian
Boushir to Tehran
then to Isfahan.
Therefore took
almost a month to
deliver.

This was the
registered mail from
India carrying
double letter rate.




The British Post Offices in Persia

The usage of Umar Khadi P.O (Bombay); 1907-1 912

' was noticed that from 1907, the Umar khadi P.O was used to delivery mails within 6 days instead of 13
day . The mails from Bushire was noticed bearing that damaged second sub-type, used till the close of the
tiipe -ial Post Office in 1923. Throughout these years no other sub-type except new types of canceller known.

Similar
approach
found on

this cover;
Bushire,
dated

29
September
1907

Avrival
Umar

Khadi

Cover
from
Bushire to
Umar
Khadi
P.O of
Bombay,
dated 15
December
1907.

Reached
Umar
- Khadi
P.Oon 21
 December
" iu'
within 6

Days! |
16

5 A b ‘*,W" 0 3 WW ialstre e
iy Ji&:ﬁ»‘ o M g R b




! The British Post Offices in Persia Mails

Mail from Imperial Bandar Abbas P.O
It is another port located in southern Persia at the narrowest point of the St . 5 0of | =+ 1. The first Indian
P.O or Imperial P.O was opened on April 1, 1867 and after its great den.c ... by the 1.___s, specially it was

made permanent P.O under Bombay Postal Circle in July 1868. When the I il heac , _a, ters was transferred
to Sind (Karachi) Postal Circle, it was included like the other controlled and then becaine the first ever sub- i
post office of Bushire in 1872-73. Again when headquarters returned to Bombay, this was relocated. i

Registered Mail with Markings

i SRR RS

An exceptional registered mail (split-open) prepaid for Persian Gulf rate of 4*.’.&/\nnas from Bandar
: ’ testamp strikes spelt; “Bandar Abas”, of August 16, 1909

Abbas to Muscat. Tied by the three _
with the receiver Muscat August 18, 1909 alongside.

The beauty of the cover not only ornamented with the registered usage but also the usage of
I A No,115, which was cancelled by large “R” [registered] boxed

Locally made registered label wit
marking with the word “BANDAR ABAS” below. This defines its rarity! 1 7




The British Post Offices in Persia

Bofore WWI usage from Bushire

.us Before WWI

Meanwhile in 1907, the Native postal service was separated from the customs department, and later it was
elevated to a Ministry. The mail route used was the Bombay - Aden - Suez route until the WW/I started in
1914. Even before that Balkan War of 1912-13, also affected the correspondence not only for Persia but also
for Ottoman Empire. The rate of 2 Anna & 6pies (half anna) which was imposed before WW!I continued

similarly afterwards,

Acor  ‘back) o <ed |

with th: pree & , umna

and 1 Anr  ed by
ths -e strikes of
“BUSIIRF” Type BL1
(B), dated of August 13,
1911. Arrival datestamp
of Umarkhadi, Bombay,
dated August 1¢
cancelled on the same
side. Uncommon!

1 -
& 197 T
\ 11

\ ' 4
Type T 1 1B)

Another cover for
the same destination
prepaid with %
Anna and a pair of
1 Anna, tied by the
two strikes of
"BUSHIRF" Type
BL1 (B), dated of
November 12,
1911. Arrival
datestamp
Umarkhadi,
Bombay cancelled
on back shows
arrival date of
November 18.

Although the
Bushire datestamp
contain an error but
it was ignored and
used till the closing
in 1923.




The British Post Offices in Persia Mails After WwI

After WWI usage from Linga

During WWI, in August 8, 1915, Bushire was entirely « .cupie« 'y the British Troops. The F.P.O was opened
at Reshire near Bushire on August 16, F.P.O No.319 and 347 (1918). All these Indian P.Os were closed in
April 1923 when Persia completely took control of Bushire. Meanwhile, Linga was still in Imperial control
and administration was handed over to Persia with Bushire and others.

Mails from Persia censored at Bombay

‘h  overf 0 Linga bearing
;. An x5 ex mple (unusual)
fiew 1« the cover backside by b
the LIN .7/, double circle bride 4
det. t mp with bars, Type
LD1, dei»d May 7, 1 217.

'k

Since FP.Os at Bu "ire v s still
i"mning during ' "at period,
therefore the mail from Persia
to Bombay v as censored upon
arrival, like this one. Then
delivered to destined loca. n.

In this case the 6 day time was
increased to 9 days maximum.
I'he arrival date of Bombay
‘Viay 15 confirms the same
tiicory, datestamp found on the
corner at the same siue. +

&

Another cover
with the
similar
treatment
hence the front
side show the
Censor No.33
of Bombay
which was
tied upon
arrival from
Persia (Linga,
July £, 1917)
at Bombay
(July 11).

e

It may be mentioned that Persian stamps surcharged “BUSHIRE under British
Occupation” were used at Bushire in August that year.

10



The British Post Offices in Persia The Surface Mail

Vi ~il to Persian Territory via Land Route

< ~h-i-Malik is at the tri-junction of Persia, Afghanistan and Baluch:...an (Pakistan). The cover below extends
b 5m 1hs the period that Indian Base PO ‘L’ is known to have been in Baluchistan, before being relocated
to duzd. in Persia within the following few weeks.

Mails to Persia via Koh-i-Malik-Siah-Ziarat-Indian-P.O

1917 (Sep 17) commercial cover to "Marshed (Persia)® with Indian 2as.6p, ultramarine, tied to reverse
by Calcutta R.M.S (Railway marking). First received at ‘KARACHI'(Sep 18), forwarded via Quetta
(Baluchistan), for Indian P.O, superb transit fine "KOH-I-MALIK-SIAH-ZIARAT-INDIAN-PO/27.
SEP. 17’ cds, and Persian-type * MALEK SIAH ZIARET/28.9.17" bilingual cds, "NASSIRABAD-
SISTAN/29.9-17" bilingual cds on the face 8 ‘"MERCHED 10.10.17° arrival bilingual datestamp affixed

on the back. A wonderful transfer office cover. RIR[RM

As per postal archives we found that the permission granted to line staff of Indian Telegraph rtment
for proceeding short distances beyond frontier at Kol -i-Malik Siah for repairing of telegraph line was
given in 1913, This was previously unknown.




The British Post Offices in Persia The Sea Mail

Increase in Day of Arriving

The arrival of sea mail from Persia at Bombay was increased; 10 to 12 days, from 1918 onwards. The examples
of the same are discussed below. However, postal rates remains the same.

Mails from Linga to B¢ mbay

An excepticn . mail
from Linga prepaid
with the standard
letter rate, tied by the
Linga, Type LD1
(A), dated July 21,
1919. Arrival
marking of Bombay
affixed on the back

of July 31.

This cover shows
the worn-out
impression of the
daiestamp of
LINGA. The
serious damage was
found at date "21”
in which "1” is
missing.

Another
exceptional
mail from
Linga, dated
April 8,
1919.
Avrrival
marking of
Bombay
affixed on
the back of
April 24.

i.e Arrived
after more
than 12
days. Very
unusual

usage.
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The British Post Offices in Persia Mails

Mail from Imperial Mohammerah P.O

It is located near Abadan. This port serves as an important outlet for the oilfield< in th- Ahwaz and Abadan
areas. An Indian P.O was established on July 19, 1892 as a sub-office of Busiure. When it was closed in April
1993, the entire control was handed over to the Persian Administration.

Ar o eptional

1>~ Jrom
*Mchammierah to
~arac  (India’

prepaid v * the !
standard lei. . rai?
of 2as.6p, ticd by
the Mohamerah,
Type MD1, dated
October 22, 1919.
Delivery marking of
Karachi struck on
the same side, dated
November 1919,

The datestamp of
LINGA, Type LD1
and MOHEMMERAH,
Type MD1 are quite
similar except the size;

Type LDI measure
29mm diameter
whereas Type MD1 is
21mm. The usage of
the Linga datestamp
shown on cover depicts
the variety of shifting
of “22" upwards and
gutter margin usage of
postage KGV makes
it scarcer!




¢ British Post Offices in Persia

Mails

Registered Mail from
Imyerial Avadan P.O

A small Island acting as a fueling port
near Mohammerah on the river Kuren.
The Indian P.O was opened during WWI
and also acted as the center for telegraphic
communications. It was closed in April
19923, Similar postal rate adopted but for
airmail 9 Annas was affixed for by
Airmail letters to London; via Baghdad-
Cairo. However, surface rate remain< as
it was for the other Imperial P.Os.

An exceptional registered mail from
Abadan P.O bearing the standard rat- of
5 Annas, tied by the double circle t..dge
datestamp of Abadan dated October 14,
1919. The usage of Registration label and
the small serif “ABADAN" violet
handstamp makes this cover very scarce!

The Sea Mail from this point was
orwarded to Bombay and from their P&Os
Streamer Ship carried the mail via Brindisi

route to United Kingdom.

Type AD2
(1918-1923)

" In 1909, Britain created the
AnElo-Persian Oil Company
(known today as British
Petroleum or BP) and this mail
was sent from the that
Company to Scotland, which
mabkes this cover one of a kind.
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The British Post Offices in Persia Mails

End of Days of Imperial P.O’s in Persia, 1923

In 19923, all Indian Postal Agencies in Persia closed down as Persia went under ccmplete control of the Reza
Shah, when he became the Prime Minister of Persia.

A mail from
Linga P.O
bearing the
standard rate by
exceptional
gutter margins
KGVI
adhesives, tied
by the double
circle Killer
datestamp of

January 1, 1921. i o
oom | R,
g

A cover with

1% tola rate,
from Linga

Latest usage in
1923 from
Bushire;
February 4.
Arrival Bombay
February 10.
Unusual set of
Bushire making
both sides with
3 Annas (KGV)
adhesive.



The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The U.P.VU Early Periord-1879

The National Postal System of Persia, 1873 onwards

Until the 1860s communications in Persia were still quite limited. The first organized delivery of letters and
packages dates from about 1850, when regular postal service was established between Tehran and the main
provincial cities. In 1873 the government inaugurated a national postal system, and later in November 1874,
Gustav Readerer, an Austrian consultant, was hired to direct it. He arrived at Tehran in February 1875
alongwith his colleague “/on Monowarda and began work from the s:me day. Under his direction, Persia
joined the Universal Postal Union, in September 1877.

Small cover prepaid with
10sh as the registered mail
from Yezd, dated june 91,
1878. Early mail with the
example of Yezd datestamn
in violet.

An exceptional
Inland mail
from Yezd to
Isfahan prepaid
with 5 shahi,
Nasser-ed-Din
Shah Effigy,

1876 adhesive,
fied by the single
circle flureon
datestamp of
/\ugUSt 191
1879.

RIRIR]

i ia, thi i hich
stal history of Persia, this was the first ever issue of Persia w
e ’ c;zsist of Portrait of Nasser-ed-Din Shah

'g
¥
|
!
!




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897, Thie Rates

Mail from Persia to Europe

Before entering U.P.U, the mails from Persia to Europe was sent via I . ssia. All such mails must bore 5 shahi
plus Russian franking of 8k and these were cancelled by both; Persia & Russia. But after they joined U.P.U,
this practice was discontinued but route remained the same; via Odessa.

Tabriaz to Constantinople via Russia

by the private courier;

essa ( June 27) Russia.

1 - i lit-open) showing the mail first carried
T & S P Dorsia, P.O from where i fraveled via O

An exceptional Impri - 1
dated June 24, 1879 then handled by the Russian P.O at Constantinople on July 2. Since ﬂfe gr:e o:e

- : received v i ¢ sa
Forwarded on June 30 %:1 i ) ;'%ed to use the postage on this cover, to increase t L




The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Datestamp

Mail from Ispahan

Exceptional Inland mail from Ispahan prepaid with 5 shahi, Nasser-ed-Din Shah Effigy 1879,
adhesive, tied by theType ISa datestamp of December 15, 1880.

833
(/&Q 2z @1
\erot/

Type ISa Type ISb

Two early type of Ispahan are differentiated with the thicker letter and
Inverted date type. The thicker type iSa had quite clear appearence whereas
the tyoe ISb had narrow and inverted date.

27
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The Persi..1 Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Jatestamp

Mail from Schiras

Cover with 5ch)u.r tieu oy the two datestamp strikes in purple of Schiras (Chiraz),
posted on February 18, 1881. Exceptional Mail!

It was observed that the early type spelt Schriaz which later read CHIRAZ. The early
types on cover with such combination are exceptional.

The Early Circular Datestamp & Colour

The early datestamp contains name of the Post Office in English and Persian:
the letters in Serif at top and Persian at base. The datestamp like Schiraz known
in purple and greenish blue at early stage, upto 1882,




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Postcard i

The UPU based Persian Postcard, 1882

Following the rates of the UPU, Persian authorities Frepaid a postcard which was as per standard of UPU in
1881. This postcard value 2%z Shahi was used scarely.

Mailed at Tabriz, dated October 4, 1881. Arrived viz Berlin g%ermanﬁ to lowa !\_JS%
01 November 10, 1881. Re-directed and delivered to New York same day, shown o™ 'he
E same side. This 2 % Shahi, Imprint Postcard usage is considered rarest today! LLIGE.

Standard 2bg letter fate of 5sh applied to this cover from Ispahan,
dated March 15, 1885. i -f.




/h Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) “Poste Persane”

| The First Existence of Nam
“PERSIA”

M ed @’ 'Kazvin to Tehran, dated March 27, 1882 vvith one of the first ever postage
5sh (25¢-1881), which was issued with the name oE Persia.

Mailed at Slchtras dated November 29, 1883
hich




/ The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Datestamp

Mail from Shiraz
The first datestamg spelt: SCHIRAS, known in greenish-blue, purpl~ or violet and black. This city was famous
for its popular trade route. It was noticed that blacks were used fron: 1883.

Schiras, Type S1 in Greenish-blue

1886. This cover
bore 5 Shahi (1882)
on back and tied by

the two strikes of

Schiras, dated
October 25 in
greenish blue,
which is the second
scarce colour.

It was noticed that
during those days @
the covers cancelled |
by the negative seal [
of the P.O clerk over
the back folding

1884. Another cover
¥ from Schiras, was

| prepaid with standard
letter rate of 5 Shahi,
used locally. It was
tied by the Type S1 in
black.

Type S$1

The domestic postal service initially depended upon riders and delivery on foot and
was limited to the main routes throughout Persia.




Registered Mail but with letter rate exceeeding 50g with 5sh and 1k, dated December 6, 1888.

ail wit

The domestic l service initially depended upon rlders and very on foot and was limited to the main
routes throughout Persia. Later, Mirza !Ali Khan Amin-al-Dawla was awarded the contract to operate the
post office. The letter rate exceeding 20g bore the additional 5sh and another 5sh for registered mail.
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The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Routes & Rate

Mail from Persia to Germany

The mails add: “szed to USA sent via Berlin route. This was se « nd route after Odessa which was used for
mails for YUSA and Germany only. For postcards, ¢ % Shahi, and letters 6 sh was required.

Mailea .. Tehran,
dated March 10,
1887. Arrived at

Berlin (Germany)
dated April 5,

1887 B0

6sh, lion

(rose)

stationery

uprated with j
19sh for uf
foreign and 4;
registration

rate.

&
)

A vt

Posted from
g’ehi}';'m:rﬁed
y the Type
TII, dated
28.0ct.1889.

Avrived at j
Berlin ?
19.Nov.1889



o —

The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 15 /) The Datestamp

Tehran Early Datestamp

Just like Schiras, the Tehran early type T1 also known in purple apart from greenish-Flue and black. However,
the covers bearing the same are very uncommon. :

Mailed at Tauris, dated June 31, 1888. Two strikes of Arrival Tehran Type T1 in purple
at back. This is the uncommon datestamp colour of Tehran.

This cover from Schiras bore the greenish-blue type which was also used for Tehran,
Type T1. Posted on March 12, 1890.




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897

Mail from Hamadan
Cover (split-open) from Kermanchah to Hamadan mailed on April 22, 1890.
Prepaid with 5sh standard single letter domestic rate.

This cover bore the greenish-blue Type H1 of Hamadan dated, April 25.
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The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Rates

The Inland and Registered Mails

We find 5 shahi commonly on letters as it was domestic rate within Persia. For registration, the letter bore
double the Inland; i.e 10 shahi. The usage of single high values are very uncommon.

1899, Mail at Tehran,
dated April 22.
Delivered at Hamadan
on April 25.

This cover ! re the
standard regis*ered
letter rate prepaid with
second small portrait
stamp of Shah having
denomination

10 Shahi

(1889),

Aunother rarity found
on this cover was of
INVERTED DATE in
Tehran datestamp,
Very unusual variety!

Th- Regi:._ced Inland Mail from Tehran

1887. Mail at
Tehran, dated
August 18.
Delivered at
Hamadan on
August 21.

This cover bore
the stan

etter rate
within Persia

of 5 Shahi.

Two strikes in

greenish-blue

of Tehran was

struck on front
n




e et s s

The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1807) Mails

The “8” Variety in Datestamp
One tiiing is common in both examples below, the last letter “S” of “SCHIRAS" appears as “8". This variety
was previcu..'y vnlisted.

Scliic2s, Type S1a in Greenish-blue

1890. This cover
bore 5 Shahi
(1889 Lion) on
back and tied by
th: 1wo strikes of
Sertiras, dafed
AgVe 0BT 4

Schiras, Type S1a in Black

1891. Another cover from
Schiras, was prepaid with
standard letter rate of 5
Shahi, used locally. It was
tied by the Type S1 but this
time in black.

RR




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897)

Unusual Practice between 1890-1891

After reporting of inverted datestamp error, the P.O started two strikes of the canceller, one over postage and
the other besides the postage. This was just to make sure no ei, ~r occurred. few example from the same period
are discussed below, which was never listed.

1890. Mailed at
Bouroudjird, dated
May 8, used
locally.

Inverted center
ate-field error

1890. Mailed at
Shiraz, dated
May 21, used
locally.




The Inland Stationery

The “~rsian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 189

6sh for Domestic Mail

This 6sh (Lion) Imprint used for the Domestic mails only.

This mail was prepaid at Tehran with the T1 in greenish blue datestamp of October 23, 1890.




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Foreign Stationery

%
y ‘{ " i / g ,- : | - , ; ‘:‘
20 nen Mg b bger P
A oty . ; Yo 8
‘ L3
L)'Mf o CATEY
"f*,ﬁ. & \

| '«
l-h_ 4 " q'w‘l L ]

12sh for Foreign Mail

This 12sh (Lion) Imprint used for the foreign correspondences.

This mail was prepaid at Khoy withthe KOI in greenish blue datestamp of December 20, 1890.
Arrived at Stamboul (Constantinople) on January 5, 1891, as shown at reverse side.

P

(Enlarge image of the reverse)




The Persian ,Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails

Mail from Tehran

The san-serif datestamp spelt: TEHRAN, known commonly in black but scarcely in greenish-blue. This was
the first datestamp which was produced in san-serif letters with small flureon (inner circle).

Tehran, Type TS1 in Greenish-blue

1890. Mailed
at Tehran,
dated
December 1
and received at
Isfahan the
next day.

This cover
bore two
strikes of

Tehran, Type
TS1 in dark
greenish-blue,
which is
uncommon.

1891. Cover used locally
with the 5 Shahi
franking, tied by the
Tehran, TypeTS1 in
black, dated May 30.

This is the uncommon
marking in black.

Cover was sealed
by negative cachet
at three positions.




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897)

Mail from Kermanchan

The first datestam

Tehran.

1891. Mailed at
Kermanchan,
dated January 27
and received at
Hamadan on

January 30. @

This standard
days of delivery to
Hamadan was

witiiin 3 days

p spelt: Kermanchan, known in greenish-! '

Mails

> 11d violet. It is near Iraqi border than to

Kerma..han, Type K1 in Greenish-blire

It was further noticed that if the postage tied on front, the seal was must, otherwise postage and
canceller tied at back to make sure it was not opened beforr_'.j

Kermanchan, Type K1 in Black

P i o

simultaneously.

RIRIR]

The 1889, lion
stamp used during
these period known
in different shapes

in sizes.

A T e NPV IS

It was noticed that from
1891 the greenish blue
and the new black
datestamp were used

This cover was used in
late September that year
addressed to Hamadan.
The black one for this
regions is very scarce!
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The P- “sian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Change

Mail from Rescht

Posted on March 3. 1891 to Tehran. with very uncommon 5sh missing perforation.
From 1889 new octagonal datestamp were provided to Rescht.

However, this type was not provided to other regions like Schiras.
Usage: May 27, 1891.

PRS2 e A D S e e e T




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till “897) Mails

Mail from Yezd

Unlike the other, this region had the early bilingual type with: large Flureon at two side (inner circle), Type
YT~ known in greenish blue, black and violet.

Yezd, Type YF1 in Greenish-blue

1891. Mail from
Yezd with 5
Shahi, tied by the
two strikes of
datestamp, Type
YF1 in greenish-
blue, dated

May 31.

An early type of
Tehran transit
marking in
greenish-blue,
Type TSD1
affixed on the
other side
alonowith
Hamadan,
INVERTED “10°
date canceller.

RIRR]

Yezd, Type YF1 in Black

YezZD Aeu ek

1891.
Mail from
Yezd with
5 Shabhi,
1891,
scarce
postage on
covers in
blue) tied
by
datestamp,
Type YF1
in Black,
dated
Dec. 5.

{Inverted “192" date on Tehran Transit canceller.

44



The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till Mails

Tehran as a Transit Station

Tehran was the ht_:b of the road network, which connected it to cities like Rast, Mashad, Tabriz, and Kermansah.
The_rcfore the main P.O was Tehran from which these mail passed through. That is why it acted as the transit
station and to separate the same via canceller study, a type was u. c.oped in both: Serif and San-Serif
incorporating the word “SADER” (for arrival & departure).

Tehran, Type TSD1 in black

891. Mail from
'sfahan with 5
Snahi, tied by the
two strikes of
Isfahan

dat stamp, Type
'S1 in greenish-
blue 'ated “uly 8.

An early type of

Tehran transit
marking in black,
Type TSD1
affixed on the
same side which
shows the mail
arrived at Tehran

on July 10.
RIRIR
~Type TSD1
ol e .
Tehran, Type TSD2 in Greenish-blue Ah / Type TSD2->

1891. Mail
from Meched
with 5 Shahi,
tied by the two
strikes of
datestamp,
Type M1 in
black, dated
December 28.
Transit Tehran
on the next
day and finally
received at
Hamadan on
January 2,
1892.
Uncommon

usage! IR
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The Persian Administration;, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1. 77 Mails ;

Mail to Austria & Belgium

Kum as an ancient town at the edge of the Central Desert, 140 km south of Tehran. It is the major rail and
road junction linking Tehran to Isfahan, Kashan, Shiraz, and the southeast. The first bilingual datestamp used
for a long time which was supercded by the shield oval datestamp issued after 1906. Foreign mails are
exceptional. Except for U.K the letter rate was 6 Shahi, . ce postcard . uprated , as seen at Tehran.

Mail from Kum to Austria ;_

1891. AU.PU
Persia based
postcarc. mprint
postage depicting
Shah Portraii vas
used from the
very uncommon

origin, Kum.

It was sent to
Austria after
cancelling b y the

black Type K1,
dated July 13.
Transit Tehran on
July 18. An
arrival Austrain
canceller struk on
the same side

dated August 11
1891, DR

Mail from Tehran to Belgium

1891. Another |
U.P.U Persia !
postcard posted from |
Tehran. Since the

pﬁst}c‘ard ratef was 3

Shahi, therefore it

was uprated with 1

Shah, as no lower
_____Henmnination

postage existed!

Unusual usage of
San-Seri [over
ostage, depart
EStd
P

er 12, were
together in this
stcard. Arriv

Belgium on 26.1.92




The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897)

Mails from Borujerd

Mails

Just like Kermanshah, this station also directly reported to Hamac « « und no transit Tehran marking was seen
ymer since temperature were -20c¢ often.

on any of the covers. Mails in winter were less as compared to .

1891. Mailed at
Bouroudjird to
Hamadan was
sent directly on
October 14 and
received at
Hamadan on
October 16 (after
2 days); canceller
on same side of
the cover.

The datestamp
was in greenish-

blue strikes.

Another mail
from the 1891
period had the
marking in black
also.

Here, the
gatizstea(\imp
noticed having
inverted 20"

ed
—‘—r—"—i‘ii‘in"ﬁi’f %

This datestamp was superceded in 1906 by the oval shield handstamp.

:

s




The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails

Mails from Shiraz & Meched

In the chapter of Persia, the early usages are also defined by the scarcity of the dates” .p used, often, by colour
applied of the datestamp. Similar in case of Shiraz and Meched was noticed in - nich Black is rare for Shiraz
and Greenish for Meched. Both were linked with Tehran in order to <~ «d muil onwards.

Shiraz Unrecorded Datestamp

1891. Exceptional
entire local mail from
Shiraz posted on
August 3 shows the
usage new type of
Shiraz, Type S2 in
black, which is
Unrecorded in Po:tfal
Marking of Iran by
Hassn Shaida, Spelt
SHIRAZ.

RIRIRI

1891. Mailed at
Meched, dated

" lovember 11, transit
iehran (December 16)
and delivered at
Hamadan on
December 19.

RIR[R]

The delivery time of
about a month is very
unusual, most
predicted reason is due
to winter carrying
mails by riders was not
easy. Therefore
reached Tehran.
further Transaction
found on this was

normal by 3 days.

In 1890, Persia signed a postal agreement with the Ottoman empire, and similar were later signed with other States.

AR



The Persian Admir. .., Na d-Din Shah (till 1897) -

Mail from Resch:

The urst ever Hijri year is reported for Rescht The dates recorded are from 1306 to 1773 (1
_ Rescht. 889-18 ;
Apart from deep greenish-blue, which was used as early colour, black was a!:‘v \‘:sedqfr1081261?g.

Rescht. Type R1 in Greenish -Blue (1373~1€_1)

Mailed at Rescht on December 30, 1891 with Type R1 in greenish-blue.

Rescht, Type R1 in Black (1310~1 892)

R]

Mailed at Rescht on November 21, 1892 with Type R1 in black. [




i

The Persian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails

Mails from Kermanshah

It was noticed from th- 1y days the mails addressed to Hamadan were delivered directly as Hamadan
comes betwee,  iKerrr+ - h and lerran,

1880s M..il>d at e
Kermen: i'to S =
Hamadan we s seat
directly on Api.l 27
and received at
Hamadan on April
9,

The datcstamp has
inverted "97°

"
#3

B9’

Similar
usage
and no
erior in
cds of
origin

Even in 1892, the
mail sent directly
to Hamadan, as
seen on the cover
at right, dated
March 1 and
delivered on
March 3, on

front.[@

B it s ot i




|
The Persian Au, ety sui-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails |

Mails ~ om Kermar and Kazvin

One commun thing between wo cities is that they are agricultural & industrial s i i

' ( pots of Persia. We noticed
that for Kazvin 1.0 Flureon type hsted' but the cover below shows the same whereas the Ka .in type KZ1 s
listed correctly. This type we ‘iscontinued in 1906 whereas Kerman was superceded by its uter two ypes.

1893. Mailed at Kerman for Hamadan, sent directly on August 8 and received at Hamadan on
August 12 (after 4 days); canceller on front & back The datestamp in black is Type KR1.

This cover bore
the new Lion
Issue of 1894 in
ultramarine. That ‘,
set was reprinted ;
later many times. :
Therefore must go
through the colour
usage also to

te the same
from Muzaffar-ed-

Din period (1897-
| "1906).

N

1895. Mailed at Kazvin for Tehran, posted on August 13 and received at Tehran after 4

days), canceller are on the same side. The datestamp in black is Type KZ1 with flureon, |
which is not listed in any literature.




..

s e e

ils I'h ¢ sian Administration; Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails

Mail rrom Tel.. "n to Middle East

c_d Similar 6 Shahi rate was adopted for the Middle East. The mails addressed to such destinations are exceptinal,
is The letter exceeding noii.a! we'~ht were charged 1 Shahi additional.
2S.

1894. An
exceptional 0
Shahi Imprint

Lion
stationery
used from

Tehran on
November 4,

tied by the
three strikes;

one
mistakenly as
“3" and other
two with “4°
actual date.

Further, it
was noticed
that it was

_ uprated with
J additional 1
Shahi (Lion)

at left corner,
for weight.
Such mails
from Persia to

Iraq are very
uncommon!

1899, This example
. ‘ . from Kermanshah
L EERMANCHANW My 45470 bore the Inland
letter rate of 5
Shahi.

Only one shahi
difference for mail
for Middle East.

The private cachet
applied at back for
seal of courier;
origin mentioned
Baghdad est.1880.
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The Persiar Adminis ratiun, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) Mails

Foreign Mail from Urmia

The mails for France also bears the same 12 Shahi postal rate on covers. It was noticed that the mail from
Urmia; town west of the similar named lake, goes inverse to Tabriz and from there it went onward to France.

The exceptional example of the same is discussed below. Foreign mails are always uncommon; Whether Europe
or across the Pacific.

' vmia - Tauris - France

T T e T

§ 4

( et

0

\:?_CMW,

1895. A scarce [ranking of 2shahi (Lion) and 10shahi (Shah Portrait) issued tied together by the
small Urmia single circle “Sader” datestamp of December 27. Transit Tauris (Tabriz) December 30.

Received after 25 days at France on January 22, 1896.

The datestamp of Urmia shows unrecorded misplacement of date-field; at center of canceller. This
is the Neew Discovery for Urmia Type U1. This usage is seen till summer of 19006.

Type U1 5
(with error of date
misplacement)



The Persi.n 4 dmir istration; Nasser-ed-Din Shabh (till 1897) Mails

Mails from Jahror

This town is located 200 .m - southeast of Shiraz. No date canceller known till 1905, ova! shield type.
It also spelt as Djahrom o er | eisian mails. The usages reportedly started from 1895.

A beautiful
franking of 1sh
and 2shx? tied

on the cover back
by the circular
Persian cachet of

Djahrom. R

“ince this did not
have the date, we
decoded the date
from the Hejri
written by the
sendcr;
9 Shaban 1313 ~
95 January 189¢

Mails from Tabriz

This city is located 620 km from Tehran; a major road and rail hub. The type used on cover below was issued
in 1895 and was discontinued in 1902. The mail from this region was usually sent through Urmia to other
parts. Similar treatment was done for foreign mails and no variation in postal rates.

A cover with
standard letter
rate; 5sh,
posted from
Tauris (also
Tabriz), on
May 8, 1895,
tied by its
small
canceller, Type
V1.

As discussed,
it first went
through
Urmia (May
11) and
reached
Tehran on
June 21 to
Hamadan
(June 23).
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The Persian Admic  tion, Na »d-Din Shah (till 1897) Revision of Rate

Revision of Rate in March 1896 E

Two months before the Mozaifar ad-Din SF .n regime, the postal rate for letter and postcard were revised in
March 1896. The letter rate exceed fr-m Zsh to 8sh and postcard to 4sh.

Uprated 4sh
Postcard

Sinoe the posteards
wer - p>paid under
e Inland postal rate
of 4" L.ese were
uprated with 1sh to
1z2et the forei
postcard rate of 6sh.

Ma.ied at Meched,
dated Mach 3,
1826.

Farliest mail arier
revision. [E™

Uprated 8sh
Envelope

Since the le%ers .
were prepaid under
the Inland postal
rate of 8sh, this
registered mail was

id with
| L’E‘&ﬁm a:hnd for
Hach Toafiog
age: Sultanabad,

' dated 5 Oct. 1896.
BRR(R]




The ™ +an Admin.. ‘ration, N sser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897)

The Stati neries carrying Inland and Foreign rate

The previous 6 Shahi stationery was discontinued and new 16 Shahi and 5 Shahi envelopes were introduced
in late 1894. Two example below shows the exceptional usage of the same.

1896.
Imprint 16
Shahi
envelope
(foreign
only) used
from Tabriz
on March 3
for Istanbu!

Since it was
registered it
was further
affixed with
6 Shahi at
back. Sent
through
Russian
P.O on
Mar.31 to
Russian
P.O where
received at
Istanbul on
April 5,

1897.
Imprint 5
Shahi
envelope
used from
Meched on
June 18 for
Austria.

As per
notation at
top this
cover was
carried by SS
Abompiso
to Austria.




R Ry

The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Rate

Persia to Irag

Revision of Rate in March 1896 for Middle E

The rate for Middle East was set to 12sh. The above two example to Baghdad (Iraq) bore the 12sh franking t
for single letter rate, posted on October 1896 (Tehran) and January 1897 (Meched). B
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The Persian Administration, Nasser-ed-Din Shah (till 1897) The Sea Route

Letter to Indonesia via Boushire, Bombay, Colombo Route

This exceptional example from Djoulfa dated April 19, 1897 was prepaid with 12sh which traveled all the
way to Boushire (24 April) - Bombay (7 May) - Colombo (11 May) to Macassar (Indonesia) 27 May.

London Rotterdam

Europe

Algigts Port Said
.
»
Suez Canal 2
RedjSea Bombay
. Port .y !
A Adae

Africa _Con

The most common route from Britain and Furope was via the Suez Canal. There were stopovers in Port
Said in Egypt, Port Aden in what is now Yemen and Colombo in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) From there,
the ships traveled across the Indian Ocean to the Western Australian Port of Fremantle.




The Persian Administration; Mozzafar-al-Din Shah (1896-1907)

Mails

Types of Registration Handstamps 1896 onwards

Although registration label was provided in 1880s since it had been used as 1 Shahi in 1897, it seems that
this was less frequent

ly used to avoid any confusion. Therefore, this gave a birth to two hands" np types
known used from 1897 onwards. Both are unlisted so far.

Covers -
Often T ;
seen with J s o) . 5
this first é- ﬁi"’ s/
o &
e ’ <
1ame of - 4
Persia” W ﬁ f : ; T
4

—
AN PERSE
: IR.vyan

it v : i Vo i
e ‘Q%g _ ,b\ A/ ¥ > _b o Ay Top & Middle

example used
handstamps

| 1890s
YW UL O '
X |

\«M\U{‘ W\ - ,' A
1R v ' :
R.Nol ] o y WA
Type RG1 :
:\-ﬁ.‘ . &
Type RG' ¢

i it




The Persian Adminisivation; Mozzafar-al-Din Shah (1896-1907) Mails

Foreign Mail from Djoulfa (Suburb of Isfahan)

The foreign mails to France, Germany and Switzerland bears the same 12 Shahi post-! rate on covers. It was

noticed that the mail from Djoulfa; a suburb of Isfahan, first obviously went to ma'n .0 at Isfahan then to
Tehran for further movement to Foreign destination.

Djoulfa - Isfahan - Tehran - Switzerland

1890. A scarce franking of 1shahi (Lion)x2 and 10shahi (Shah Portrait) tied by the Djoulfa single
circle “flureon” datestamp of April 12. First reached Isfahan on April 20 and arrived at Tehran same

day, shown on the same side. Received after a month at Switzeriand on May 18, 1896.

The month “4” noticed damaged as this type. Similar error noticed in Tehran (arrival “Sader” making”,
which "4” look as “1”. These datestamps were always found in black strike. Unrecorded Types!

The front side of the ’ ] (_—C.v-, ) bl g
cover shows the

Isfahan private % %/ TR %y
courier cachet who /W, %
delivered the mail = % : X :

to Tehran. Another

noticeable thing is, % . 3
this cachetbearsg the : T fdé?&y

spelling of “Ispahan”

2

whereas the P LT T //y//..» ) A

canceller had & "\\ "”/}4/"?' 4”'{2
W B

A I PERSIA
Isfahan )

A 7
AMAR

(reduced image of the front)

u\ldsser al-Din Shah Qajar was assassinated in May 1, 1896, the crown was passed to his son Mozaffar-e-din Shalm]
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The Persian Admiristrai;on; Mozzafar-al-Din Shah (1896-1907)

Mails

Fcieign Mail from Meched via Gaoudan

The iureign 14,3ils to Austria bears th i

® oreign 11, e same 0 Shahi postal rate on
Meched addres. od to Austria must go through an;ﬁian, located
normal Inland rate was provided to cover going through Russia, pr

covers, It was noticed that the mail from
on the border of Iran next to Russia. The
evious practice. Such mails are very scarce,

Meched - Gaoudan - Russia - Austria

1897. A scarce franking of 5shahi (Lion with margin at top) franked with 2 Shahi, 1 Shahi to
complete the 6shahi rate and another 1 Shahi was for the exceeding weight of normal letter.

It was dispatched from Meched after canceling thrice on the back on April 14. Transit at Gaoudan
on April 16. Since it was addressed to Austria, it passed through the Russian P.O on April 18 (as
per two strikes of the different number datestamps). Arrived at Austria from Russian after 12 days;

Aprii 29, as shown on the same side.Not more than 10 example known.

Type M1 Type G1

There are two type of Gaoudan, distinguished by the last “N* position. This cover bore the first one
as the “N” is straight. The other type had slanting leg of “N". This was the only datestamp of the
region and did not have the chance to issue another set as it was occupied by Russia in late 19th

Century. The name was also in Russian Spelling, in Persia known as Houdan.

6

s et 5

4 T
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I ersian Administration; Mozzafar-al-Din Shah (1896-1907) Mails

The Revision of Postal Rates

It was noticed that till lat> 1897, the postage issue of Nasser al-Din Shah were used. When the postal rates
were revised to 4 Shahi for postcards, a new set of postcard were issue carlier 1897 having the portrarit of
Nasser al-Din Shah on Imprint stamp. Only foreign mail (Germany) rate was revised.

Noushire to Germany

1897. Mailed at Bushire for Germany dated June 5. Transit Tehran on June 17. Arrived Cassel,
Germany on July 7, after a month traveling from Boushire using the sea route.

By Comparing with the previous postcard, it was established that 1 0 Shahi was increased and
similar in case of letters, therefore uprated with 2 shahi, as no Tess than known. This is the

carliest example known bearing the revision of rate from Boushire.

b211] i
ARG T 9037

A Q\"l .t‘;-,“ 5 3

&) th 1k ""\ P

o

I y@’ ““ b ’

Y A

(enlarge image of the reverse showing
Tehran transit marking)

Since the Port of Boushire was under British control at that time, therefore instead of using that
port the mail was forwarded to Tehran, from where it was transmitted further by sea route fo
Germany. Therefore took a month to deliver such kind of mails.




The Persian Administration; * iozzafar-al-Lin Shah (1896-1907) Registered Label, 1807

Owing toa shorta%e of 1 shahi stamp, registration label were used in many towns as 1 shah
covers bore the usage of 5 labels means it cover the domestic standa rate of 5sh

Yezd: November 29, 1897 and Chiraz:

Early Examples known so far!




