Sweden 1939-1969 the Definitive Stamps with
"Three Crowns”

“Three Crowns”

In 1938 Edition 69 of that year’s Swedish Post Office
Announcements (KGPS CIRKULAR) it was declared that
at the end of January 1939, new stamps would be issued.
On February 10 the first stamp depicting “Three Crowns”
in 60 6re denomination was released. No essays, paper or
color proofs are recorded. Initially the stamps were
printed on A3 paper, but from October 1942, A4-paper
came into use. Interestly, by mistake, a few 140 ore
stamps as well as 3 kronor stamps were printed on paper
with yellow fluorescence.

Treatment — Purpose of the Exhibit

The purpose of this exhibit is to present all denominations
of the “Three Crowns” issue in the chronological order of
their initial release, rather than by ascending face
value, which is the convention in catalogues and
handbooks. The Swedish GPO, through the services
organisation known as PFFS and later PFA (the GPO's
sales organization for collectors), provided collectors with
mint examples from each reprinting, offering a reliable
basis for shade and printing studies.

For each denomination, the exhibit demonstrates:

e A dedicated page for each recognised shade,
established through comparison with mint stamps
from all printings supplied by PFFS/PFA that
correspond to that shade

e For every shade, one contemporaneously used
example is included

e To illustrate the range of postal rates and
practices, at least one single-franked postal item
is shown for each shade

e For selected denominations, key plate varieties
are also presented

Importance
The “Three Crowns” issue lasted longer than any other
Swedish definitive issue. It was printed for over 30 years
and comprises 34 different stamps.

Knowledge and Research
This is now the foremost exhibit of the “Three Crowns”
series. My studies over the past 45 years have focused on
deliveries, shades, usages and varieties.

Knowledge and Research; Deliveries
With few exceptions, each stamp was reprinted several
times, and some were reprinted several times. For
example, from 1939 to 1967, the 1 krona yellow stamp
was reprinted 25 times.

Literature references

« Sveriges Frankotecken 1855-1963 (Handbook)
« KGPS:s CIRKULAR 1938-1967 (Fly Sheet)
« Delivery notes from PFFS and PFA 1939-1969

Post Office customers could arrange a standing order for
newly printed and reprinted stamps, purchased either as
single stamps or as a strip of five.

A Delivery Note accompanied each shipment, and
recipients often recorded the printing date (as indicated
on the Note) on the back of the stamps. Some dates show
only the month and year, with the day recorded as "-". In
the philatelic literature, these dates are referred to as
“printing dates”. It is more appropriate to define the first
delivery date of a new stamp as the “issue date” and all
subsequent dates as “reprint dates”.

Knowledge and Research; Shades of the stamps
In the past, the shades of the various stamps were
described only superficially — as in the 1963 Handbook —
and Delivery Notes made no reference to shades.
Following my detailed study, the number of distinct
shades per denomination has increased, and clear links
have been established between deliveries and different
shades. My studies are now in the FACIT catalogues.

Knowledge and Research; Usage

Initially, all stamps had a defined usage, which is
described on the first page of each denomination along
with the stamp’s issue date. However, as postal rates and
fees changed so did the uses of each denomination. My
studies of single usages have resulted in a section on
SSPD’s homepage comprising more than 500 different
items. For each shade, the exhibit illustrates a distinct use
of the denomination. Pages are headed with the “issue
date” or the “printing date” of the first printing of each
shade, its name, and — for the first page of each
denomination — the primary intended use.

Knowledge and Research; Printing

My studies of varieties, conducted together with Sten
Sesd and Leif Andersson are documented in a yet not
published handbook. Numerous printing errors in some
denominations, many of them very small. Most are in the
form of double impressions, but there are also plate flaws.
Showing all of them would overload the exhibit while
providing little appreciation. I have therefore made a
limited selection.

Condition and Rarity
All unused stamps are in mint condition and used stamps
are presented with best possible cancellations. Intended
usages are shown in the best available condition.

Presentation
White lanes result from not mixing different
denominations or shades on a single page.

* Numerous articles by the exhibitor
« Three Crowns in the FACIT catalogues by the exhibitor
e SVENSKA AVARTER co-writer the exhibitor
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International Registered Air Mail Letter in first weight class

First rate < 20 gr.: 30 ére (01.07.36-31.05.52). Registered mail fee: 20 dre (01.10.25-31.03.48 label type 5:1).

Category I air mail fee for < 20 gr.: 20 ére (14.04.27-19.09.45 label type 5 ).
Currency control label. German Censor label from Berlin (b).
Transit postmark: EDINGEN (NECKAR) 10.5.41.
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Nordic Air Mail Letter in second weight class
Second rate 20 < 125 gr.: 40 ére (01.04.42-31.05.51). Category I air mail fee for 20 < 20 gr.: 20 ére.
(14.04.27-19.09.45 label type 5).
Passed Finish Censor, imprint from a rubber stamp on the front indicating.
Arrival postmark: Helsinki 30 IV 43 Helsingfors.
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Inland Registered Letter in second weight class

Second rate 20 = 125 gr.: 40 dre (01.04.42-31.03.48).

Registered mall fee: 20 dre (01.07.20-31.03.48 /abel type 4:1).
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Kupong.
Franskilies av adressaten.

Anvisningsbeloppet:
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Avsdndningsdag: Adresspostanstalt: ? Ci ? é“ 5
: Redov.- Journal- . A komst- ‘|
Meddelande till adressaten. minad |t | Redovenummer N nﬁ,,‘f,’,‘:e,
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; Bl. 11, (Mars 45.) PV, tr. Sth.

Giltighetlstid: En mdnad frén avstamplingsdagen.

Inland Money Order
Money Order rate 10 < 2.000 kr.: 60 dre (01.06.51-30.06.62).
For some reason the Money Order was never cashed.

29/12/13




01/12/45

60 ore Bright Redcarmine

&

a6
SVERIGE

01/12/45

22/10/47

¥

SVERIGE

22/11/48

20/01/49

7
?”;?r/

il e ¥
" (94 ,'_...,
P : }
yo[ jpurag

Inland Express Postcard
Postcard rate: 20 ére (01.06.51-31.05.57).
Express mail fee: 40 ére (01.06.51-31.05.57, label type 9).
Arrival postmark: Halsingborg 22.4.55.
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Varieties
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Plate flaws
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There are 102 documented stamps with plate

flaws on the 60 ére.
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