Postal History of Eritrea
Italian and British periods 1883-1952

The postal history of Eritrea is closely following the political and military development of
the territory a fact that this exposure wants to show.

Italian period
1883 the first Italian post office opened in Assab and 1885 the next one in Massaua

1890 Eritrea become an Italian Colony and when the first overprint stamps for Eritrea were
issued in 1.1.1893 there was post offices also in Asmara and Cheren. 1896 Italy failed to
conquer Ethiopia and was defeated in the battle of Adua. Nine new post offices opened
1893-1907.Maritime mail, with both military and civil ships and very important for all
external mail will be shown. A railway was built, starting 1897 from Massaua passing
Asmara 1911,up to Agordat .During the 1930-ties 8 new the post offices opened. A list
from Fil-Italia with all post offices and cancellations active 1936 also grading rarity 1-13 is
used

In the “Abyssinian War” 1935-36 more than 40 military post offices were used and another
list from Fil-Italia with rarity grades 1-12 will be used for them.

Italian East Africa. After the Italian occupation of Ethiopia 1936, a common postal area
was created , including the old colonies Eritrea and Somaliland and the conquered Ethiopia.
Some common issues for Italian East Africa were issued, but the stamps of Eritrea were valid
in the whole area. A few items sent from mainland Ethiopia with Eritrean stamps will be
shown. A large area of former Ethiopia was included the postal area of Eritrea as to double
its size and many post offices got cancellations with the name Eritrea. Most of the post
offices in this area will be shown here. Starting 1929 the airmail services were expanding in
this period. The postage rates in Eritrea were the same as in Italy up to 12.1.1939 with
exception for the air mail rates. Many of these rates for different postal services are shown in
the exhibit. Also a few telegrams are shown. Items sent within Eritrea are much more seldom
than those sent to Italy and abroad. A few examples of incoming mail are shown, mainly to
show postal routes.

British period 1941-1952 .17.5.1941 the Italian troops surrendered to the British
imperial troops and Britain governed Eritrea until 14.9.1952 when Eritrea became a part of
Ethiopia after decision in UN. At first only Indian stamps and Field Post cancellations were
used, but from 2.3.1942 stamps overprinted M E F (Middle East Forces) were used. In
27.5.1948 special overprints for Eritrea were issued, BMA Eritrea, British Military
Administration. When a civil government come into power new overprints, BA Eritrea
(British Administration) were printed.

RARITY.Very rare cancellations, destinations, and stamps rare on covers will be marked
with red box.



SYNOPSIS

Detta exponat har sedan det senast stélldes ut ar 1997 kompletterats med ménga objekt. Detta
giller inte minst objekt frdn 1930-talet fran det utdkade Eritrea inomlItalienska Ostafrika

Exponatet har tvi delar- den italienska och den brittiska perioden.

Forsta delen av den italienska perioden vill kronologiskt visa framviixten av
postvisendet i Eritrea som ett resultat av den politiska expansionen.

Ett mycket séllsynt objekt dr brevet fran Cassala till Massaua, ett postkontor som var i bruk i
knappt 2 ar for att sedan 6verga till Sudan.

Over huvud taget #r objekt som skickats inom Eritrea betydligt ovanligare &n objekt skickade
till Italien.

Ett brevkort med ovanlig destination &r kortet till Zomba 1 Brittiska Central Afrika frén
1898.

I exponatet finns ocksd ndgra Rek.brev till ovanligare adressldander nimligen
till Guatemala 1921 och till Reunion 1922

Andra delen av italienska perioden visar de olika posttjéinsterna med deras portosatser.
Aven hir finns ovanliga forsindelseslag sdsom paketavier fran 1906 och 1909 samt
mottagningsvis frdn Asmara 1897

Forsdandelser med flygposttillagg visas separat. Nar det géller tyngre flygpostbrev till
utlandet har det varit svart att f4 fram korrekt information om avgifter. Négra exempel pa
sddana flygpostbrev bl.a. till Sydvistafrika visas.

2 A. Redovisningen av brittiska perioden inleds med nagra objekt med indiska
faltpoststamplar, de forsta anvinda under filttaget, se senare sedan Italien kapitulerat. Har
visas ocksé ett antal objekt frdn 2.3.1942 da den civila postgéngen aterupptogs och MEF
markena togs 1 bruk. Kommande perioder med 6vertrycken BMA Eritrea och BA Eritrea
visas ocksd. Eftersom postvisendet redan var uppbyggt vid den brittiska ockupationen visas
endast de olika posttjdnsterna. Nigra telegram och en paketavi med mycket hoga valorer
visas, men de svaraste objekten frdn denna tid dr utan tvekan de tvd Expressbreven till Italien
med hogvalorer

De flesta objekt franbrittiska perioden ér sdnda frén Asmara och Massaua, men nigra objekt
frén mindre orter from Nefasit och Decamere finns ocksd med

Som framgér av litteraturforteckningen har litteratur fran Italien och England, samt anvénts
for att fa fram relevanta faktauppgifter



Disposition

PLAN, disposition and map page 1-3
A.ITALIAN RULE

I Development of the postal organisation

1. Post offices 1883-1907 4-14

2. Maritime mail, railway and WWI 15-18

3. New post offices in relation to the
Abyssinian 19-24

4. Military mail 1935-36 25-32

5. Post offices in enlarged Eritrea. 1936-1941 33-38
6. Post offices in Ethiopia with Eritrean stamps  39-41
II Postal services

1.Internal mail and mail to Italy 42-46
2. Reg, insured and express mail 47-52
3. Postcards and printed matter 53-61
4. Parcel dispatches, postage due, etc 62-66
5. Airmail to Italy 67-71
6. Foreign mail- letters 72-79
7. Foreign mail reg, etc 80-84
8. Foreign postcards and printed matter 85-91
9. Airmail foreign destinations 92-97

B. BRITISH RULE

1. Military mail 1941-42 98-101
2. MEF 1942-1948 102-110
3. BMA and BA Eritrea 1948-1952 111-128

Reference literature:

Carobene-Guianetto: Eritrea-interi postali anullamento, Milano 1969

Bianci, P. Colonial Eritrea- vent anni di storia postale 1883-1903, Milano, 1976
Pilkington, C: The Postal Tariffs of the Italian Area, 1850-1985, Teddington, 1985
British Overprint Society: Br. Occupation of Former Italian Col. Cancellations, 1987
Fil-Italia, Official journal of the Italy Colonies Study circle, in England

Spec Eritrean post offices and their cancellations

The Lion, Bulletin of the Ethiopian Stamps Collectors Club in England

Letter from. Mr A.R. Tregurtha 1992 about postal rates British period

Eritrean Daily News, 2.3. 1942 "RESTORATION OF POSTAL SERVICE



MAP OF ERITREA

Starting with Assab 1883 the Italian Colony opened 13 post offices up to 1903 according to
the new areas colonized, including Adua and Adigrat in Ethiopia which were open just a
few months and closed after the Ethiopian victory in the battle of Adua 1896

1927-39 anothef 8 offices opened.
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ASSAB

Under Italian control since 1869 by Rubatino company as coaling

harbour. The first post office in Eritrea opened here in 1883

Postcard to Zomba, British Central Africa. Postage 10c (1883-31.1.1921)
Canc.: Assab 21.4.1898. Transit: Aden 15.5.1898, Chinde 16.6.1898

Arrival canc.: Zomba 30.6.1898 . No overprint Colonia Eritrea
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Postcard to Massaua. Postage. 10c. (1883-28.2.1919)
Canc.: Assab 15.3.1900. Transit: Aden-Massaua(ship) 15.3.1900



MASSAUA

A port at Red Sea was conquered in 1885 and served as the capital for the

colony Eritrea 1890-1898 A first class post office opened Febr 22 1885
with number cancellation 3862
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Letter to Italy. Franked with Italian stamp 20c without overprint (issued 1.1.1893)
Canc.: Massaua Mar Rosso, 27.8.1886 (typel) and N.3862. Transit: Brindisi
8.9.1886 . Arr.: Gioiosa Marcea 11.9.1886

COLONIA— ER!;REA

(,\ RTOLIN Q’I«{fb’i‘}fg ; ITALJANA
S84\ (CART »mﬁgzs ITALIE).

NB. Sul lalo

Postcard to France. Postage: 10c. (1883-1921)
Canc: Massaua 31.7.1897 (type 8) Arrival: Paris 14.8.1897



MASSAUA

(Mod. 251)

" jommo ., MIMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE st SERVIZIO DEL PACCHI

BULLETTING. Bl SPEBI/IONE

PER PACCO DIRETTO NELL® INTERNO DEL REGNO. DA DISTRIBUIRSI IN UFIZI0

2 Ilr7 (acco, rotolo, costing, involto cassetta)

Contenente czzzz2 ~ é%ﬂééﬂj

Nome, cognome, ’

/oondizmnee domlcﬂm % é s M %&M‘
del destinatario

Luogo di destinazione @m/ Provincia W)

DA RIEMPIRSI DAL MITTENTE

N me, cog , condizione e domicilio de
'- ~LProvincia di \

3 /

(*) Ufizio o colletloria di L.u classe che deve distribuire il pacco,

DA RIEMPIRS|
DALL'UFIZIO
SPEDITORE

A S

DIRITTI DI CUT & GRAVATO IL PACCO \ Spedito il Lo avviso il
w g 2i0 avviso il

( Diritti postali e G

0A RIEMPIRSI
DALL'UFIZIO
DESTINATARIO

» Qi dazgio conswimo .,

o

/
§Numero di arrivo g

z Consegnato il pacco al destinatariodl

Parcel card to Rome, Italian pre-stamped, 50c, without overprint.
Canc. Massaua Mar Rosso (type 2) 26.3.1889. Arr.: Rome 18.4.1889

NB. Sul lato anteriore della presente si scrive soltanto indirizzo

Postcard with only senders name, to Italy. Postage 2c. 1900-
Canc. Massaua 18.1. 1903 (type 6)



1888-95 Italian forces continued westwards and as new villages and towns were
occupied new post offices were opened

ASMARA

Asmara became Italian in 1889 and a post-office was opened 1890

COLONIA ERITREA

CARTOLINA. POSTALE TTAd Bkt s ik

Postcard to Germany Postage 10c
Canc: Asmara 20.11.1906,(type 8)Arr.: Wilmersdorf, Berlin 1.12.1906

#

-‘UM
'}"7 .
ol
o #/
r b

N7
Lo
X

~Snavt)
v
4 ,12
27 Y? !
%C:Zf i
nert’
408 4L

) SRS NN .‘§ s V{ Ufficio Rev. Stamga - Milano 18- 4- 1617 - K. 422
&?gﬁgg? §f§°§ N 7 !

Postcard to Sweden Postage 10c

Canc: Asmara Eritrea 8.11.1917(type 7) Transit: Bologna 10.12.1917
Censor: Censura Eritrea no 1



CHEREN
Italian since Febr. 5 1889. A post office opened Oct.20, 1890.

Reg.letter to Italy, 1'5—307g, 65 c. Italian stamps. Eritrean overprint 11 1893
Canc: Keren22.12.1892Transit: Massaua 25. 12.1892 Arr: Jan 1893

Incoming mail from, Italy to Keren. Postage 20c, Canc.: Torino 16.1.1894.
Transit :Massaua Mar Rosso 29.1.1894, Arr: Keren 1.2.1894 (type 2)



CHEREN incoming mail
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Postcard from Sweden, Postage 10 ore, franked with 2x5 6re Oscar.
Canc.: Norrkoping 16.6.1910, Transit: Asmara 30.6.1910.
Arr: Cheren 30.6.1910
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Postcard from Sweden, Postage 10 ore. Franked with 10 6re Med.
Canc.: Karlskrona, 9.3. 1917

Arrival: Cheren 7.5.1917 and 9.5.1917 (two months)

Italian censor in Bologna (44) And Colonia Eritrea Censura No 1 (24)



ADI UGRI
Italian since Aug. 1892. A post-office opened July 1, 1894
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Postcard with only sender sent to Italy, Postage; 2¢c

Canc.: Adi Ugri, Eritrea, 13.2.1902

Prestamped internal letter. Postage 5.c.

Canc: Adi Ugri, 15.4. 1907



GHINDA

One of the first villages occupied by the inJune 1889. Sub-post office under
Massaua was opened  in March 1, 1893

" NB. Sul lato anteriors della presente si scrive soltanto indirizzo.

Postcard with only sender to Italy. Postage 2¢
Canc.: Ghinda, Eritrea, 20.9.1902(type 1), Transit: Massaua 22.9.1902
SAGANEITI

Italian from Jan 18, 1895. A post-office was opened March 1, 1895
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(CARTE POSTALE D'ITALIE)
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) NB. Sul lato anteriore della presente si serive soltanto l'indirizzo.
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Postcard to Italy Postage: 10c
Canc: Saganeiti (Eritrea) (type 3), 2.11.1909 Transit: Asmara 2.11.1909




CASSALA

Here the Italian expansion westwards reached its end A post office opened March 16, 1895 and

closed in 1897 when the area was handed over to England, as a part of Sudan

Internal cover to Massaua. Postage: 20c

Canc.: 25.10.1896.Arr: Massaua 10.1.1898!(sic 14’2 months.
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Postcard sent from Kassala, Sudan 8.3.1914 Arr: Cheren 15.3.1914



ADI-CAIE

Occupied in Jan 20, 1895. Very important in the war with Ethiopia 1894-96

A post office opened at July 1, 1896 but got its own cancellation stamp later

Internal letter sent to Massaua, Postage: 20c, 1883-31.8.1905

Canc: Adi-Caie 7.2.1901. Arrival, rev: Massaua 10.2.1901

Airmail letter sent t Italy. Postage 1.50L 1.11.1935-11.1.1938 Canc.: Adi- Caie, 11.3.1936



AGORDAT

Italian since June 2 1890 A post ofﬁce opened June 1, 1903
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Postcard with no more than 5 words sent to Germany.

Postage: Sc
Canc: Agordat Eritrea, 19.23. 1904
BARENTU
A post office under Cheren opened March 1903
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Internal postcard. Postage 10c. Canc.: Barentu, 28.12. 1909. Arr.Cheren 30.12.1909




NAVAL CANCELLATIONS

Ship routes. Most international mail to Eritrea and from Eritrea

was passing Aden, which was the fastest but not the shortest way to Europe

Postcard from England to Eritrea, sent via Aden and Massaua to Asmara
Canc.: London 1.5.1902, Transit Aden 11.5.1902, Arr.: Asmara 17.5.1902
At least 23 naval ships carried mail.

R.Nave Governolo, Gunship 1280 ton,
In Red Sea Sept 1899-Dec 1900 and April 1901-Sept 1902, Against pirates and slave traders
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Provincia di » ’%;p/,.z/é)

NB. Sul lato anteriore si scrive soltanio Pindirizzo.

Postcard only 5 words to Italy. Postage 2c. Canc. R.Nave Governolo 27.5.1902



NAVAL CANCELLATIONS

Archimedes. Piroscafo postale

-

; CO:«ONlA ERITREA <
CARTOLINA-POSTALE ITALIAN

(CARTE. POSTALE D'ITALIE)."

teriore della presente si scrive soltanto I'indirizzo,

NB. Sul lato an

Postcard to England, Postage: 10c
Cancel: Archimedes, Piroscafo postale, 25.3. 1896

Amerigo Vespucchi, Steamship of the Rubbatino Company

Postcard, only sender to Italy. Postage: 2c Sender in Massaua. Cancel: Amerigo
Vespucchi, Monday 22.9.1902. Transit Aden. Wedn 24.9.1902

Dep. Monday from Massaua. Arr Wednesday in Aden for further transport by P&O Company
to Europe as with this card



RAILWAYS IN ERITREA

The Italians started to build a railway from Massawa at the Red Sea up to
Asmara already 1887.1t was a difficult project since Asmara s altitude is 2340
m.The railway was very import ant also for making mail transports much
taster and reliable. Existing roads were just suitable for mules. 1923 the
railway reached Keren and 1929 Agordat.

Massaua is the main port of Eritrea and here the railway line began

Ferrovia Eritrea -

Asmara , the railway station.

—

Jérnvigsstation vid Asmara, Ost-Afrika.

.



MILITARY MAIL WWI1 (incoming mail)

Military postcard from Tripoli (Libya) to Eritrea.
Canc.: Tripoli 6-9-1915

Military postcard from Posta Milita 16.6.1916
Transit: Saganeiti 5.7.1916 to Gheleb (Cheren)



Cancellations -rarity. P.Macrelli &B.Chevato-Selvaggi have published a list
in Qui Filatelia with all cancellations in use in the 1930ies .Valuation points from
1 to 13. 1-5, common, 6-10 found only with difficulty,11cannot normally be
found, 12 rare 13 very rare These points are used in the exhibit.

NACFA Residency and trade centre for indigenous peoples in this remote

northern area A post-office opened Nov 1, 1932
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Local letter to Addi Doiro Postage 50c Canc Nacfa: 17.11.1940

Cannot normally be found (11) NB Address written in local language
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TESSENEI — near the border of Sudan. A post office opened Nov.15, 1927

e Aegramme to Itély from the i’i:ince of Savoia, Czlnc Tessenei 15.3.1940




OM HAGER
On the border of Ethiopia. A post-office opened in 1933.

Air-mail to Italy, Postage 1.50 L (1.11.1935-11.11.1939) Canc: Nefasit 19.2.1937.(10)

Arrival : Padova 26.2.1937




Post offices opened during the war with Ethiopia 1935-36
DECAMERE

The town was built during to war with Ethiopia 1935-36. A post office
opened in Febr.1936

Airmail letter sent to Italy. Postage 1.50L. Canc: Decamere 11.8.1935



ADI QUALA

A post office opened in Febr .1936

Airmail cover to Ital. Postae: 150 . ﬁ
Canc: Adi Quala, 2.1. 1936 (Probably wrong- must be 1937) (10)
Arrival: Roma 7.1.1937

SENAFE . Near Ethiopian border. A post office opened Febr.23 1936

@ahw .

Postage: 20c: Canc.: Senafe 14.1936 (8)



MAI EDAGA
A post-ofﬁce opened in Aprll 25 1936 Febr 11939 it changed name to Toselli

RICEVUTE DAL PROPRIO COMANDO,

1L MITTENTE SCRIVA NELLO 8PAZIO BEGUENTE IL SUO PRECISO
ALLE

INDIRIZZO (COGNOME, NOME, GRADO ED OCNI ALTRA INDICAZIONE)

E
| 52

Military postcard with additional postage for airmail.(1 L Canc.: Mai Edaga 29.7.1937 (9)
TOSELLI

Airmail letter to Italy, Postage:75¢+, airm.3x 1L Total: 3.75. Canc: Toselli 10.5.1939 (10)
Arr: Milano 17.6.1939



MILITARY MAIL, ABYSSYNIAN WAR 1935-36

The Italian dictator Mussolini wanted to create an empire in east
Africa. He decided to conquer the old Empire Abyssinia. Regardless
of protests in League of Nations the invasion started Oct 3 1935 and
May 5 1936 the mission was completed.

More than 40 Military post offices (Posta Militare) opened during to
war which were handling large amounts of correspondence from
soldiers Two different Military Postcards were used as shown.
Sometimes soldiers could send letter for half normal rate

“Il Corriere filatelico” have published a list with rarity maks from 1-
12 used here

B X Y LR PN

NAPOLL: Zton 1 i it pere e Crionlesie alianas-

Many thousands solders were shipped to Eritrea for the war.



MILITARY POSTCARDS

CARTOLI NA
PERILE 'FORZ
AFRICA ORIENT

?-

i %gy

Il mittente scriva nello spazio seguente il suo preciso
indirizzo (cognome, nome, grado ed -ogni altra indicazione)
attenendosi alle istruzioniricevute dal proprio comando.

e Map from reverse (reduced)

- Postcard to Italy. Posta Miltare N 123. 27.1.1936 (4)
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INDIRIZZO (COGNOME,
ATTENENDOSI

S T itresTE SCRIVA NELL
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MILITARY MAIL - reduced rates
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Letter to Italy with reduced postage,40c (ord. 75¢) 15-30g
Canc.: PM N. 1E, 1.6.1936 (7)
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MILITARY MAIL

Q\Qg

- R.D.L. 7-X1-1025 - N. 105

RIPR. VIET.

L
ﬁw/w STAB. DALLE NOGARE E RMETT !~ MILANG

Postcard only signature to Italy Canc.:Concentr. SUSS, Asmara, 25.9.1936(1)
Maartiere Postale (Postal Area) 103-5 in circle
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Letter to military in Somalia. Canc Posta Militare 2 “E”, 22.11.1935 (8)



MILITARY MAIL — Air mail
L 1.25 (50c¢+75c¢ air mail fee) 11.4.1929-31.10.1935
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Air mail to Italy. Canc: Posta Militare 1 “E”, 19.9.1935 (5)
L 1.50 (50C+ L 1air mail fee) 1.11.1935-11.1.1939
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VIA ALA LITTORIA

Air mail to Italy. Canc.: Posta Militare No 15, 3.2.1936 (5)



MILITARY MAIL — Air mail

L 1.50 (50C+ L 1air mail fee) 1.11.1935-11.1.1939

Air mail to Italy. Canc: Direzione Postale-Int.A.O. 22.5.1936
Arrival: Bologna 31.5.1936

Air mail to Italy with mixed franking- Etiopia and Eritrea.
Cnc: Posta Militare N 120M Emissione B. 16.6.1937 (10)



MILITARY MAIL — Reg.mail
L 3.75 (50c+ Reg.fee L1,25+ Air.fee L 2)

% « i K 3 50 " ‘\A- p .." wf k:  _ £ ' . :‘..‘ i 4‘ ‘
Reg airmail to Italy .Canc; Posta Militare No25 31.12.1935. (2)
Transit: Brindisi 8.1.1936 Arrival. Arezzo 9.1.1936

LS (75 c (15-30g)+Reg.fee.L. 1.25+ Airfee L 3)

Reg.airmail to Italy Canc.:o '




UNFRANKED COVERS BECAUSE OF LACK OF STAMPS IN BATTLE

Unfranked
Air mail
cover,
military
personal
from Nefasit
to Italy

Canc.:
Nefasit
24.3.1936.
Postage due
50c Roma
5.4.1936

Unfranked air mail cover.PM no 16 8.5.1936 Postage due, 50 c,
back Mesuraca 27.5.1936



Larger province Eritrea as part of Italian East Africa from 1936
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Airmail to Italy Postage L 2.50. Canc.Axum 3.11.1936(/6). Arr.: Messina
8.11.1936



ADUA

165 km south of Asmara. Under Italian rule Dec 30 1894-Dec 9, 1895 A post-office was open
May 1, 1895-Dec 2 .1895 Adua was reoccupied by the Italians Oct.5-6 1935 and a

postoffice opened at April 29, 1936 Returned to Ethiopia 1942.

Airmail letter to Italy, P

défége 2.10 fi/lﬁary mail.
Canc.: Adua (Eritrea) 2.4.1938 (5) Arr.: Roma 5.4.1938



ADIGRAT An Italian post office was open May 1- 1895- Jan 15 1896.
Was reoccupied Oct 6 1935 during the war with Ethiopia. A post office opened
May4 1936.. Returned to Ethlopla 1942.

VITTORIO EMANUELE BOERI

~VIA CCRRIDONI 7 -

Airmail cover to Italy. Postage 4.50L Canc: Adigrat (Eritrea) 2.2.1937

ENDA SELASSIE
A post ofﬁce was opened July 1, 1937

<1
=
il
:

Postcard sent to Italy. Postage 50 ¢ Canc.: Enda Selassie, Eritrea

23.4.1939 -found only with difficulty (10)



MACALLE
Italian 1895-1896, Reoccupied Nov. 8 193 A post office opened July 1, 1936

——— =

Airmail letter to Italy, Postage L.1.75,12.1.1939-17.5.1941 Letter: 75 c
Canc.: Macalle, Eritrea, 5.9. 1939 (5) Arr.: Palermo 13.9.1939

ENTICCIO. 1935-36 P.M 101 was used. From July 1, 1936 post-office

2ttt e it Bt

Airmail letter to Italy. Postage L 1.50 (1.11.1935-11.1.1939)
Canc: Enticcio Eritrea, 8.1.1937 (9) Arr.: Sondrio 14.1.1937



QUORAM
A post-office opened before 1936. Before that a military post office

Airmail letter to Italy. Postage K 1.50 (1.11.1935-11.1. 1939) Letter: 50c
Canc.: Quoram Etiopia, 19.3. 1937 (10) Arr.: Roma 15.3.1937

ABBI ADDI

A post office was open Aug 1 1936- July 1 1940

5l PER LE FORZE AR
4] AFRICA OR

Postcard sent to Italy, Postage: 30c. Canc. Abbi Addi, Etiopia, 7.3. 1938 (6)



HAUSIEN
Post office opened Sept 4 1938. A short time PM 125E was used.

Airmail cover sent to Italy. Postage L 1.50
Canc.: Hausien, Eritrea, 22.11.1936. —found with difficulty ,( 9)
Arr: Firenze 30.11.1936

ALOMATA
A post office was opened July 1, 1937
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Vera Fotografia

Airmail postcardto Italy Postage 1.50L. Canc: Alomata-Eritrea 16.9.1939 — rare (12)



STAMPS FROM ERITREA ON ETHIOPIAN COVERS
ADDI-ARCAI -Amara Post office from 5.10.1936

AT 0 O RO AR R SR R A
o

POSFAAER|

$ [
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RS

Air cover to Italy. Postage. L 1.50 Canc: Addi-Arcai 1.5.1937
Found only with difficulty (8).Arr.:Giurdignano 10.5.1937

BAHARDAR- Amara. Where the Blue Nile meets Lake Tana. Post office
from 1.6.1937

o
Wl
253

29 )

Aircover to Italy. Postage: L 1.50 Postage Due: L 1 Canc: BaharDar, 1.7.1938-Found only
with difficulty (10) Arr: Siena 8.7.1938



STAMPS FROM ERITREA ON ETHIOPIAN COVERS

GONDAR - Amara. Opened 2.7.1936

T
Gondar - Ragazzi abissini

5. A. ARTI GRAF ICHuRTAREI.LI - MILANO-ROMA - 1636-X1/.

Postcard with only signature to Switzerland. Postage: 25¢

Canc. Gondar Correspondenze e Pacchi 13.2.1938 (6)
SENDAFA- Amara Opened 25.6.1937

ERITR’EA O

*‘vv

Aircover to Italy. Postage L 1.50. Canc.:Sendafa 2.5.38-rare (12) Arr Venezia 17.5.38



STAMPS FROM ERITREA ON ETHIOPIAN COVERS
ADDIS ABEBA
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Airmail postcard sent to Sweden. Postage 75 + L 2 Airmail.

Canc.: Addis Abeba 19.12.1938

_;/~___c'_- 4
ERITREA .\0 .

Air cover to South West Africa- Postage L 10.25 ( L2.25 + Air mail L 8)

Canc: Addis Abeba 11.6.1938. Transit Khartoum 14.6.1938



LETTERS WITHIN ERITREA AND TO ITALY
40c (15-30g) : 1885-31.8. 1905

Internal cover to Massaua. Canc.: Asmara 24.11.1901

15¢( - 15¢g) : 1.9.1905 -31.12.1915

Letter to Italy. Canc. Massaua 15.12.1907. Arr.: Ferrara 26.12.1907




LETTERS WITHIN ERITREA AND TO ITALY
20¢ (-15 g) 1.1.1916-28.2.1919

Letter to Italy .Canc Asmara.: 24.5. 1917

40c: 1.2.1921-31.12.1923

N e S i

Letter to Italy. Canc.: Asmara, 6.7.1921 Arr.rev.: Napoli 22.7.1921



LETTERS WITHIN ERITREA AND TO ITALY
60c: 16.3.1925-15.8.1927 '

bs

LEOPOLDO BELLI - Asmara

= = oELLERIR
Telefonio 44 - BERITREA - Cas. Post. 109

- e s>

Frent, ldu. lip. Uoitniais = seiiaid

: Signore
BucHY & Strangman

T etter fo Ttaly. Canc: Asmara 12.1. 1927 Arr.rev.. Napoli 2Z.1.1927

_ 50c: 16.8.1927-11.1.39

- -

-
-] fo = SUE
B
bLia —Z oA
i

Letter to Italy. Canc.:Agordat 3.3.1935

Ll



LETTERS INTERNAL AND TO ITALY 75 ¢ (-20g) 12.1.1939-1942

-

Letter to Italy Canc. Asmara Partenze, 31.1.1939 Arr.rev.: Treviso 11.2.1939
OFFICIAL MAIL, 25¢ 16.8.1927-11.1.1939 (HALF LETTER RATE)

<_/ Municipio di Asmara

AFFARI DI STATISTICA E DI ANAGT ot

Al Signor Podesta

bkl

Official mail to Italy, Canc.: Asmara, 27.11.1938



LOCAL LETTERS,

25¢ (-20g) 16.8.1927 -1942

IMPRESA :
Dott. Ing. GUGLIELMO AMBROGETTI

Alla

2" Legione Ivo Oliveti

_CHEREN

ST,

EE AR T

T -

Letter sent within Cheren. Canc.: Cheren 4.4.1940

Letter sent within Asmara. Canc.: Asmara28.5.1940 Arr.:Asmara 3.6.1940



LOCAL REG. EXPRESS LETTER 40c, 21.7.1890-30.11.1916

Local reg, express letterfront. Postage 50 c. Local letter: 5¢, Reg.fee 10c,

+express fee 25 c. Canc.: Asmara Racc. 306.1919
REG. LETTER TO ITALY 65¢,(15-30g) 1.1.1916-28.2 1919

Reg letter ot Italy. eer 400; Reg.fe A,a. MasaR 9.6 1 917



REG LETTER INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
80 C, (20-40g) 1.3.1919-31.1.1921)

o

Reg.letter. Letter 50c, Reg. 30c Canc.; Massaua 31.7.1919 Arr. Genova 14.8.1919
L 1.30 1.2.1921-31.12.1922

Reg.letter,. Letter 80c.Reg.fee 50c.Canc.: Adi Ugri 24.3.1922
Transit; Brindisi 9.4.1922, Arrival: Roma 14.4.1922




REG LETTER INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
L1, (50c+50c) 1.1.1923-15.3.1925 Canc.: Asmara 7.5.1924

MASSAUA ~ FRATELLI TAGLIERO ~ AsMARA

(Coloni a Erltrea)

GIOVANDINI STAUFPFER

o i i et etk e A S =

L 1 .20 (60c+60c) 15.3.1925-31.8.1926 Canc.: Asmara 16 6 1926

O —

FRATELLI TAGLIERO ==
ASMARA R 1125

(COLONIA ERITREA)

Raccemnda.foa

Alls spett.le Ditta 3

G IOVANINTI

CR K H 0 N &




REG LETTERS INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
L 1.85 (60c+L 1.25) 1.9.1926-15.8.1927 Canc. Asmara 26.3.1927

he s 3 S — % 2

-

Ko &"x:é L

Faa

16.3.1



REG LETTER L 2 (75¢+L 1.25) 12.1.1939-1941

Reg.letter to Italy. Canc.: Asmara Centro 14.1.1939 Arr. Treviso 29.1.1939
INSURED LETTER TO ITALY. L 2.55 Aug 1927-July 1940

Insured letter to Italy. Letter 50c, reg.fee L 1.25, Insurance 60c
Canc: Massaua Racc. 3.3.1936, Arr, reverse: Roma 13.3.1936




INTERNAL EXPRESS LETTER
40c (15c+ express 25¢) 1.9.1905-31.12-1919

Express letter to Italy. Canc.: Massaua 12.2.1907 Arr.rev: Sengalha 21.2.1907
L 1.30 (60c+ express 70c) 16.3.1925-31.8.1926




POSTCARD only date and signature

2 ¢ 1900-28.2.1919

(CARTE POSTALE D'ITALIE)

——— e e —

» 7. NB. Sul lato anteriore della presente si serive soltanto 1'indirizzo.

Postcard with only sender to Italy. Postage: 2¢c
Canc: Saganeiti (Eritrea) 28.2. 1901

Postcard with only sender to Italy. Canc.: Asmara 24.11.1903



POSTCARDS SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
ONLY DATE AND SIGNATURE

10 ¢, 1.1. 1923-11.1. 1939

Postcard only date and signature. Canc.: Enda Selassie, 24.8.1937

20c, 12.1.1939- (1942)

Postcard only date and signature, Canc.: Asmara Partenze, 15.3.1939



POSTCARDS SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
PICTURE POSTCARDS WITH NO MORE THAN 5 WORDS

Sc, sept 1905- Aug 1918

CARTE POSTALE
POSTKARTE — CARTOLINA/A

%esu dice: Venite a

me, voi tutti che siete

“travagliati, ed io vi al-

leggerd € ¢ % & #
e
Aol Salats < 22250
%. V%dappwz”k

1 Jelir Bareess

Internal postcard to Gheleb (Cheren) Canc.: Asmara 21.12.1931

10¢ Aug 1918- 31.1. 1921

Fotografia Comini ﬁ 4 W&’iﬂf ;/y

- -
Ny
N S
. s
S = \)
\ \
NN
~ .
P. Béltrami - Asmara

5 Utficio Rev, Stampa - Milano, 8.12-1917 N. 2811

Internal postcard to ‘Gheleb (Cheren). Canc.: Barentu 29.12.1919



POSTCARDS SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY

Picture postcards with no more than 5 words

15¢c. 1.2.1921-31.12.1923

270 Riproduzione interdetta 4

Postcard, 5 words to Italy. Canc.: Adi Ugri, 6.10.1922

20c. 16.3.1925-11.1.1939

b B Dsnid s
: e i @«J’m
| ‘.f? ¥ A

i);)stcard, 5 words to Italy. Canc.: Posta Militare No 70, 21.10.1935

il




POSTCARDS SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
PICTURE POSTCARDS STANDARD MESSAGE

10c, 1883-28.2. 1919

e

DT T

DA

ltrami P. - Asmara - Colonin Eritrea - Africa

-
S T e =
p ;t.;,-
SHaa b
§ %
o~

W T e ot T e

v g ;

Internal postcard. Canc.: Asmara 11.12.1935 Arr.: Cheren 15.12.1915
Marking: DORO LA PARTENZA



POSTCARDS SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
PICTURE POSTCARDS STANDARD MESSAGE

15¢, 1.3.1919-31.1.1921
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Postcard to Italy, Canc.: Cheren 10.12.1919 Returned to sender.
Arr.: Cheren 14.2.1920

30¢c, 1.1.1923-15.3.1925

‘{ T - RN A 2 g ¥ TP Y'.‘T?' T X=g
| % == "’.a;_ —7;7@ 2 P, w -
ibt del Sahel o Tegione degli Habab, Abitanc | S
. fungo il fiume Lebca, Caratteristica nclle b mbine la E
B o~ izihtura rigejita a il grgsso anello all*orecchio. b
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§ E\ i ’

2} ¥

i

Postcard to Italy. Canc.: Asmara Eritrea Partenze , 6.11.1923



POSTCARD SENT INTERNAL AND TO ITALY
PICTURE POSTCARDS STANDARD MESSAGE

30c¢, 16.8.1927-11.1.1939

:
3

4/27 V//;/Z( j l%,,:,i'g,&w ‘

N }\N
N\
R

AN
o

At ¢

Sitmo

Postcard to Italy. Canc.:Concentramento Suss P.M.25.4.1937



INTERNAL POSTCARDS AIR-MAIL

L 1.05 (30c¢ + airmail 75¢) 11.4.1929-31.10.1935

mCOLONIE .lTI- LIANE

_ERITREA

‘ g 4 il
WDW 7 ettty
takput, gl
C
RIPR. VIET R.D.L. 7-X1 152?—«'{ 1950

.~ Ed. Premiata Ditta M. Fioretti - Asmara

Airmail pc;stcard to Haly, Canc.: PM 70 2.10 1935

L 1.25 (25c+airmail L 1) 1.11.1935- 1941

POSTA AEREA

———— ] w7 - L 4 /

Airmail postcard, only 5 words, Canc. Asmara 31.1.1940 Arr Genova 9.2.1940

5c overfranked



PRINTED MATTER

5C, 1889-28.2.1919 (150-200G)

Newspaper, piece, Cancelled: Asmara 13.2.1914



POSTAL DUE

Air letter from Italy to Eritrea. Postage L 1.65 Canc.: Napoli 17.5.1939
Postage due 50c. Canc.: Asmara 20.5.1939

25c¢ local letter , 16.8.1927-1941

chl
8

LISEG

!

Unfranked local etter sent within Addis Abeba .Canc: Addis Abeba 28.2.1940 and

Sezione Portaletter 29.2.1940 and Sconosciuto a portalettere=Unknown of postman




POSTAL DUE

Internal letter from Massaua to Adi Caie letter Postage 15¢

Canc.: Massaua 30.8.1913. '

Postage due: | ‘ | C>
30 cent, Canc: Adicaie 8.'9.1312

F 3




MONEY ORDER

L 1.20

Coupon L 1.20 Canc. Cheren 19.10.1899.
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Money order to Italy.. Canc.: Saganeiti 4.4.1936 Arr.rev.: Roma 20.4.1936



PARCEL DISPATCH

Parcel to Italy. Postage L1. Canc: Massaua 3.5.1906,Franc droit :Sender will pay all costs

Parcel to Italy L 2.25. Canc, Asmara 19.19 1906 Arr:Palermo 9.11.1906







P

PARCEL DISPATCH

Bovt, Preas 6968 A 1052.975 000 ex.

b

INSTRUCTIONS A DONNER PAR L’
LPX[\BJil ur est teau d'indiguer, au verso du bulletin

la mam@rf— dont il doit étre disp ok dn son envol en cas de IR _\w;’
tions ci-dessgus sont senles admises. Elles peuvent étre dono®eg
sonlignant -ou en gomplétant le contexte imprimé.
LES COLIS POUR LESQI

URLS LEXPEDITEUR N'A PAS DONNTE

DINSTRUC-

sans perception dul
primitif,

e S

(®) Les indic
ne gont pas adn
Etats-Unis 4’ Amerigue.

du bulletin d’expédition et sur le colls. Il en est ds m
un délal plus court que 1= délal réciementairs de conservation

TIONES SONT RENVOYES SANS AVIS.
8i la livraison du ocolie cnt wfl du présent bulletin n utgou' eu,
je demande: L i
a) que oo : :
b) que ggm l,ﬂ l;fatam dans une autre localité ;
g ¢) que lypg = 5 5 /
d) que 1 ‘abut i =
) que I'sge E , P : i
g - |
f) que § #ils ou traité comme abafdonné.
P 3/ Signature de Uexpéditbur
Fo f 'S
(') Indiquer 1¢ ‘ . " dventuellement s le it étre lvré '
g 20t d’une somme {pferiefre au montant i

@ Indiqaez éventuellement le nom et 'adresse d*ane tierce personne dans fe pays de Hestination, / i
m.!e 50us (d) et (¢) et la premi¢ra partle de ( f ) “soit vendu & mes rigques et pé)
s pour les colig & destination de la @rands-Bretagne, Colonles Britanni

L'expéditeur qui désire que ls colls ne poit pas réexpédié dolt I'ilndiguer par ane Otagion an : .
1e '] dédsire que le og) 5,

ai 307 nvoye/da

le colis désigné

les colis désignés

Le sousgigné déclare avoir regn

RECEPISSE- DU. DESTINATAIRE !

au recto du présent .bulletin.

Signature

Ei A le 193

——

Parcel card from Egypt with 2.15 pia postage. Cairo 20.12.1935

Eritrean parcel stamps 5 Lire Massaua 3.7.

1936
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AVIS DE RECEPTION
20C 1883-28.2.1919

A bis

N3
®

b\ N e N TN/ o\ N N o N

AMMIN!STRAZIONE DELLE POSTE ITALIANE

~ (ADMINISTRATION DES POSTES DITALIE)

> G=rp-+

RICEYUTA DI RITORNQ. ¢ AVIS DE BEGEPTH}V

.. -0 T ek,

A7 un'®

= — = g
per Lire(... - S enregistré: par le bureaw de ! ézﬂg/u«d@%
spedita.. dallufizio di e s S 2

/ '
sotto il N. L f-. LT ? Z & 18 /’g sous lo N, 4.0 b f =l 15

%zzzo del.... Signor /W (reetze ... §

rovincia 4. S5 2t 9

DN NN N FEN SN BN\ TSN o TN

(a) indicare se di oggetto raccomandato — di lettera assicurate— | (@) d’un objet recommandé — d’un colis' postal — d’une
di pacco postale — di vaglia

(b) indicare con valore dichiarato, quando sia una lettera assicu~ | lettre awec ‘valeur Aéclarée G Fi. .. d’un colis
rate 0d un pacco.

(¢) indicare la somma in luite lettere. postal avec valewr: déclarée e Fr. ...

Avverfemza. - La presente ricevuta deve essere riempita sul ritto dall’ufizio speditore e sul rovescio da quello di desti-
nazioue e propriamente nella parte italiana, se 'oggetto cui s1 riferisce & diretto nell’ interno del regno e nella parte francese,

se diretto all’estero; poi si spedisce a destmazmne contemporaneamente all’oggetto stesso, in busta aperta raccomandata.

Avis de reception from Italy: Canc.: Sp;rénis; 9.2.1897.
Arr.rev.Asmara 23.2.1897

@)




TELEGRAM

Tlegramme sent from Asmara to Cheren.Canc.: Asmara Telegrafo 28.6.1935

Cheren 6.7.1935, Asmara 12.7.1935, Cheren 17.7.1935, Asmara 20.7.1935



INTERNAL AIR- LETTERS, L 1.25 (50c+ airmail 75¢) 11.4 1929-31.10.1935

m G RWERER _,‘_ -
Air letter to Italy. Canc.: P,M No 25, 29.10.1935. Arr.rev.: Napoli

L 1.50 (50c+ airmail fee L 1) 1.11.193511.1.1939

Air letter to Italy. Canc.: Massaua23.4.1937. Arr.rev Milano 28.4.1937



INTERNAL AIR- LETTER, L 1.50 (50c+ airmail fee 1.1.1935-11.1.1939)

Air letter to Libya (Italian Colony) Canc.: Assab 17.4.1937 Arr.: Tripoli 22.4.1937
L 3.50 ( 50c+ airmail fee L. 3) 1.11.1935-11.1.1939

Air letter to Italy. Canc. Massaua, 17.5. 1936. Arr.rev.: Torino 20.7.1936




INTERNAL AIR- LETTERS, L 1.75 (75¢+ airmail fee 12.1.1939-1942

cn A I L RO e
ES N 3 S R A I R AT

Censored Air letter to Italy. Canc.: Asmara 31.8.1 940.Ita1ia censorslabel

Air-mail letter to Italy, anc: P.M No 1045, 14.12.1940




REG.INTERNAL AIR-LETTER
L 2.75 (50C+reg.fee L 1.25+ airmail L 1) 1.11.1935-11.1.1939

.— Reg. airmail to Italy. Canc.: Asmara 11.10.37 Arr.: Lucca 15.10.37



INTERNAL EXPRESS AIRLETTER
L 2.75 (50C+ airm. L1 +express L 1.25) 1.1.1935-11.1.1939

Express airletter to Italy Canc.: Decamere 23.8.1936, Arr:Cuneo 27.8.1936

L 3.75 (50c +airm. L2 +express L 1.25) 1.1.1935-11.1.1939

| Agenzla Recapila

ff Telegr. ed Espiessi
11 utficio

; 5 t Via larga

5 } Numera d'arrivo

126402

E

Xpress airletter t‘c.)' Itéiy Canc.: P.M Suss 31.7.1936. Arr.: Roma 3.8.1936



EXTERNAL LETTER
25¢ 1883-31.1.1921

Prestamped letter with add.postage 5S¢ o Germany,

Canc.: Massaua 7.12. 1895 Arr. Oppeln 23.12.1995

Letter to Austria (Trieste was a part-of the Austrian.-ungary Emtil 1918)
Canc: 25.3.1907. Arr.rev.; Trieste 1, 5.4.1907



EXTERNAL LETTERS TO EGYPT

15C July 1906- 1916

A special agreement with the Egyptian government allowed all letter from

Eritrea to Egypt is to be taxed according to internal tariff.

Censored letter to Egypt. Canc.: Massaua 27.1.1914



EXTERNAL LETTERS

25C 1883-31.1.1921

Censored letter to India . Canc.; Massaua 24.10.1917




ETERNAL LETTER 25C 1883-31.1.1921

Censored
~letter to USA,
- Canc.:
Asmara
27.7.1918.

60 ¢ 1.2.1921-31.12.1921

Letter to Denmark Canc; Asmara 27.6.19 Arr .Charlottenlund 20.7.1921




EXTERNAL LETTERS

1922-31.12.1922

1

-30g) 1

.60 (15

L1

[ALS0d]};
LIYIVIL0103

Stockholm 10.6.1922

Letter to Sweden. Canc.: Barentu 11.5.1922. Arr.



EXTERNAL LETTERS

L 1. 1.2.1923-31.12.1925

Letter to England. Canc.: Asmara Partenze, 9.9.1925

Postage rates development after WWI

After WWI a period of inflation struck many European counties including

Italy and the postal rates raised. Foreign letter from 25¢ Jan 31,1921

to 60c Febr. 1 1921 as a first step.

By manipulations that are regarded as highly dubious by economists

the Fascist regime succeeded in stabilising the economy by 1927

to the extent that it permitted a limited reduction in postal rates for internal mail.

The world recession of the 1930s allowed this rate to be maintained for a total of
17 years



EXTERNAL LETTERS
L 1.25 1.1.1926-17.5.1941

Letter to South Africa Canc.: Posta Militare N. 105B 8.8.1936
Arr. rev.: Schweizer Rendre 12.10.1936

Letter to_Chilizi ) Crémc.v:’Masrs‘aﬁa“30.1. 1939 Arr.: Tientsin .



EXTERNAL LETTERS L 1.25 1.1.1926-17.5.1941

Rt R

Letter to Sweden Canc.: Asmara 9.5.1935 Arr.rev.: Ostertilje 23.5.1935



EXTERNAL REG. LETTERS
50 C (25c+reg.fee 25¢) 1.1.1889-31.1.1921

Reg.letter to Switzelan, Semipostals.. Reg.labe overprinted Barentu

Canc: Asmara 5.4.1818. Transit Milano 29.4.1919 Arr.rev.:Basel 1.5.1919



EXTERNAL REG. LETTERS
45 C (20c internal.tariff +reg.fee 25¢) July 1906-1916/17

Ceored .ltter to Egypt. Canc.: Massaua 6.4.1917. Transit:jl;ost Tauc 2.4. 1917
L 1.20 (60c+re.fee 60c) 1.2.1921-31.12.1921

Reg.cover to Guatemala.Canc:Asmara 13.6.21.Transit.New York 12.7.21Arr.Guatemala 22.7.1921



EXTERNAL REG. LETTERS
L 1 60 (80c+reg fee 80c) 1.1.1922-31.12.1922

Reg cover to Reunion Canc. Asmara 2.5.1922. Trans. Aden 5.5.22 Arr Reunion 24.5. 22

L 2.75 (L 1.25 + reg.fee L 1.50) 1.1.1930-17.5.1941

Reg cover (front) to England. Canc. Massaua 2.3‘.1. 1936



EXTERNAL REG. LETTERS
L 2.50 (L 1.25 + reg.fee L 1.25) 1.1.1926-30.6.1931




EXTERNAL REG. PRINTED MATTERS

L 1.75 (50c (50-100g) + reg.fee L 1.25,) 1.1.1926-30.6.1930

Rg'. printed matter to Ffariéei égnc:Adi Caie 6.8.1927
Transit: Brindisi Transit 16.8.1927.Arr.: Paris 21.8.1927

1.7.1930-17.5.1941
By, o R

x\

b -
er
5E

Reg.printed matter to USA, Canc.: Asmara 7.1. 1935.
Transit: Napoli 16.1.35 Arr : Chicago 30.1 35




EXTERNAL PICTURE POSTCARDS

with no more than 5 words

Sc 1883-31.1.1921

Postcard to Egypt. Canc.: Massaua 19.9.1902

Transit: Post-Teuf 29.9.1902. Arr.: Suez 20.9.1902
25¢ 1.1.1926-1942

uwwf
& ( gwﬁ-»— ] z%"éx, ‘HMM

Postcard to Tasmania (Australia) Canc.: Adi Ca1e 2,11,1927
Transit: Aden 7.11.1927, Bombay 14.11.1927



EXTERNAL POSTCARDS
10c 1883-31.1.1921

Unfranked postcard to Sweden. Postage due: 20 6re (double postage)
Canc.: Massaua 26.11.1902 Transit: Sassnitz-Trelleborg, 24.1.1903

NAUFRAGIO - SHIP WRECK

“”W&éé&”, e gl

Censored postcard to Sweden Canc Cheren 9.3. 1918
Transit: Bologna 28.5.1918 (80 days) NAUFRAGIO. Shipwreck



EXTERNAL POSTCARDS
10c 1883-31.1.1921

Double postcard to Switzerland. Canc: Cheren 23.4.1900. Arr; Bern 7.5.1900




EXTERNAL POSTCARDS

40c 1.2.1921-31.12.1921

Prestamped postcard with additional stamps to Sweden. Canc.Asmara 15.7.1921

50c¢. 1.1.1922-31.12.1922

i
I
®

Postcard to Sweden.Canc: Asmara 1.12.1922



EXTERNAL POSTCARDS

60c 1.1.1923-31.12.1925

Poétcard to Sweden Canc.: Asmara 21.3.1924. M

-v_ _-_ '.5.’.»‘&--—-0&3‘.__ ,’g_“ :

Postcard to Sweden Canc.: Ai Ugri 29.1.1924



EXTERNAL POSTCARDS

75¢ 1.1.1926-1941

e
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i 3 i . e s E = 3
froms 8120 = ' =

Postcard to Sweden. Postage correct but time of validity expired 31.10 1930

for the 25c stamp Postage due 20 6re (Double failing postage)
Canc.: Asmara 10.12.1930. T-stamp. Swedish postage due label and stamp.

Postcard to Sweden. Canc.: Asmara 5.12.1934. Unusual franking.



EXTERNAL POSTCARD
75¢ 1.1.1926-16.5.1941

wvu%’e”m 3

O.QMO

| /\/mea\)

l;ostcard to Sweden. Canc.: Cheren 10.2.1940
EXTERNAL PRINTED MATTER ,
25 C 1.1.1926-16.5.1941

Printed matter to France. Canc: Adi Caie, 29.12.1926



EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTERS,
Air mail service was introduced to Eritrea in 1929.
When the service was extended to Somalia 1.11.1935

arate of L 1 per 5 g was introduced for the whole A.O.I

L 1.50 (50c+ airmail fee L 1)

Mongieur S+ Bayer,
Posgte Restante.
GIBUTI ,Somalia franc,

AFRICA ORIENTALE.
- VIA ALA LITTORIA

First flight to Djibouti, postage as internal. Only 10 letters flown.
Canc: Asmara Posta Aerea 25.11.1935. Arr.rev.: Djibouti 27.11.1935



EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTERS,

L 11.30 (L2+ airmail fee )
Eg,-,/ _. == = ;.‘,‘ ’ = -; . = _7 -

s

E

%(e ‘ﬂ?f_@(/&‘ (; A\\;@'\JA

Air mail letter to England. Canc: Asmara 1.11.1935
L 3 (L 1.25 + airmail fee)

Air mail letter to Greece, Red Cross label. Canc. Asmara 26.11.1937



EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTERS,
L 2.75 (L2+ airmail fee )

ESTeaTen——S
| PER VIA AEREA |
| PAR AVION |

Air mail to German Austria. Canc: Asmara Ferrovia (railway)
Arr.rev. Wien 17.3.1938

[ PER vid arEn | B

Air mail to Switzerland. Canc: Uff.post-Assab, 6.5.1940



EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTERS L 3.85 (L 1.25 + air mail fee)

- T~ . S T ~=3 m—
- p— o e e e

Air mail to Aden.(cover front) Canc: Asmara 11.2.1937

L 3.25 (L 1.25+ L 2 air mail fee)

ANA

Air mail to Sweden. Canc.: Asmara Ferrovia, 16.12.1939



EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTERS
L 2.50
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Air mail to Germany- Italian censor and German censor, back

Canc. Assab, 13,12,1940
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L 3.75 (L 1.25+ airmail fee)
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VYASNED

Air mailA fo Sweden. Italian censor.no 19 Canc:Poa ilitare N 102, 20.2.1941



REG. EXTERNAL AIR MAIL LETTER
L 4.35 (L 1.25+ reg. L1.25+ airmail fee)

Reletter st by air to Egypt. Canc: Asmara Succ 1, 1.7.1937.
Arr: Cairo 16.7.1937
EXTERNAL AIR POSTCARD L 1.20
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Air mail postcard to Switzrland, Canc. Massaua 1936




BRITISH OCCUPATION 1941-1952
As a part of WWII British imperial troops, mainly from India attacked

Italian Eritrea from Sudan in Jan. 1941. In a great battle in Cheren
in May, the Italian army was defeated and the surrended May 17, 1941
During this military campaign and in almost 8 months all post service

was performed by Indian Military post offices.
INDIAN FIELD POST OFFICES

B e

Military cover to India. Canc. Indian FPO No 17. 3.3.1941
In Eritrea only in Febr.- April 1941 during military operations.




INDIAN FIELD POST OFFICES

Military cover to Egypt. Canc.: Indian FPO No 15, 30.5.1941
(10 th Brigade, 5 th Ind. Divn.) Arr.: Cairo 14.6.1941

Military cover to England, British postage 1 sh, British. Censor. No 1908
Canc: Indian F.P.O No 90 12.5.1942 (Asmara)



INDIAN FIELD POST OFFICES

Letter to Northern Ireland Postage India 9 A:s Canc.: Indian FPO No 23,
8.6.194 (HQ, 5 th Ind. Divn.) British censor No.2490.

e A

Letter to England. Postage; India 9 A:s, Canc.: MPO 603, 6.5.1941
( 9 th Bde, 5 th Ind. Divn.) British censor N0.2899



INDIAN FIELD POST OFFICES

Military cover to PALESTINE. Indian postage 9 annas. Egyptian censor
Canc: Indian F.P.O No 90 July 1941.(in Asmara 7.5.41-5.3.44) Arr:1941

ERws T e RO e — e
i - \ G S
= 3 R

4

%

e ‘ 2 e
e A :i N '“;'..'\

a ey

Military covér to England, British posté;ge 1 sh, British. Cené‘cSr. No 1908
Canc: Indian F.P.O No 90 12.5.1942 (Asmara)



INDIAN FIELD POST OFFICES

g BY AIR MAIL |;
[ PAR ,AVION \

Military cover to England , Indian postage 18 A:s , British. Censor. No 2097
Canc: Indian F.P.O No 88, 16.6.1941



BRITISH FIELD POST OFFICE

IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED THIS CARD : [ 4
WILL BE SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL :ReSSSFETRM

P

WHEN FOLDED THE LETTER CARD MUST CONFORM I[N SIZE AND SHAPE WITH
THE BLUE BORDER WITHIN WHICH THE ADDRESS ONLY MAY BE WRITTEN

Letter to Scotland, British postage 3 d. British censor stamp
Canc.: British F.P.O 35, 20.4.1944. Replaced IFPO No 90

in Asmara 7.5.19447? and were in use until 5.7.1948

U S ARMY POST OFFICE IN ERITREA

In Gura north of Massawa was used a a base for repairing RAF aircraft

from dec 1941 — March 1943. APO 617 in Gura: Ju 20 ,1942-Oct 1 1943

Military prestamped cover, U S postage 3c. Canc, A.P.O. 27.1.1943
Senders address: A.P.O 617 (in Eritrea). U.S. army censor stamp.



PRISONER OF WAR

e g (e

Kriegsgefangenenpost

Corrispondenza dei . prigioniericdisgnecrs

fAntwort-Postkarte

$artolina postale di risposta

An den Kriegsgefangenen

e e e e e e e

¢roié Y‘%:?‘ i
. ;h-‘ < DL

LA M

Militd II; qu ‘
(vortufiges !em@m’ﬁmé&ﬂm

Vor- und Zuname:

gwtj g Gdaen
Ort:

I mozh

Locaata :

§.traﬁe:%&g¢ a‘aﬂ‘; go,eou 56
. ’2: whrnea

4

Landesteil:
Provineia

Al prigioniero di guerra -
= L4
[/ v i s < 4
¥
3 pre 3
nirei! Franco di porto !
Absender: Gefangeneanummer: o P g
Mittente :

Numero de! prigioniers

Lager-Bezeichnung .80

Designazioae dei campo

M.-Stammlager 367

Tschenstochau (Gen.-(ionv.)é

Deutschland (Germanla,

Response card to Italian prisoner of war in German camp sent from

Asmara 22.5.1944, German censor markings.



MEF — MIDDLE EAST FORCES

Restoration of postal service.

" ‘ March 2 1942 postal service
220d Fob. 1942 EQITREAN Dpey NVews. ¢ wag again available for the

: OFFICIAL NOTICE public. 17 post offices opened
|RESTORATION OF POSTAL SERVICE

Postal rates:. Inland Letter, 22 d Foreign mail 5d (42c)- 20g, Postcard: 3d
Reg.mail: 5 d (42c) . Later: Express fee 6 d (50c)

Air mail from Jun 22 1942: 1/3'4 d (1,30 Shgs), to America , 2 sh

Air mail from 1948 : 9d (75 ¢) , southern Europe 8d (65c), America 1/6d (1, 50 sh)
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Internal letter from Asmara to Massaua. Postage 2'4 d (whole period)

Canc.Asmara 8.1.1945 Internal letters from this period are rare.



MEF — MIDDLE EAST FORCES
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Postcard to Sweden Postage: 7 d, (3d+ air fee 4d) Canc.: Asmara 16.12.1946

Letter to Jemen. Postage 4d .1 d underfranked. Canc Massaua 27.1.1947 Arr: Hodeida..



'EAST FORCES _

Letter to Aden. Postage 5 c. Canc Asmara 27.51948. Arr: Aden Camp 1.6.48




MEF — MIDDLE EAST FORCES

Air mail letter to India. Postage 15' d,(Letter: 5d, air fee.10%2d,1942-1952)
Canc: Asmara 10.11.1945. Arrival Bombay
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T A A iy - -

Air mail letter to Brazil. Postag

Arr Brazil 14.9 1945




MEF — MIDDLE EAST FORCES

/’ dot 31 75
\S tﬂd k -g,g [ P DO

Air mall to Sweden Postage 27 d, Letter 5d Air mail fee(5-10g) 22d
Canc.: Cheren 25.9.1947

§ (1 POSTAGE,

Par avion
By air mail
Luftpost

Air mail to Sweden. Postage 26'2d. Canc.: Asmara 16.10.1947



MEF — MIDDLE EAST FORCE
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Via G.D?Annunzio 2 / I09

i
no
-
[¢]
H
‘.J
V]
=
(o]

Grattaciel o Sud

Air mail to Switzerland, Postage 15d. 1942-47) Canc.: Decamere 11.12.1947
Arr.rev.: Genova 17.12.1947
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sig.cav.uff.avv,AIBERTO GRAZIANT
via Timavo n.3
; : ___RONA
(ITALIA) ~( s

Air mail to Italy. Postage 7 d (1948-1952) Canc.: Asmara 25.3.1949
Arr.: Roma 1.3.1948



MEF — Reg.mail
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Reg.mail to Aden. Postage: 10 d (reg.5d) Canc.:Massaua 25.5.42. Arr.: Aden 6.6.1942
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Reg .airmail to Scotland. Postage 20'2d(reg 5d) Canc Asmara 23.9 44. British Censormarks



1948 British stamps overprinted B.M.A Eritrea were issued (British
Military Adminitration. From 1950 stamps overprinted B.A Eritrea
were used until the end of the British rule.

INTERNAL MAIL

oL '%3/7 g
s S Sl e e

e U

Internal letter to Asmara. Postage: 2'42d (1942-52) Canc.: Nefasit  16.4.1949

EXTERNAL MAIL
Comune di ASMARA

s
Drovincia di 2 é Q.

9/ !
0 g SERVIZI D’ ANAGRAFE

AL SINDACO

di

(Prov. di Cre mona)

Letter to Italy. Posta{;eT4 d Canc.: Asmara Centro 24.8.1948 Arr.: Sospiro 20.9.1948



EXTERNAL MAIL

|
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Letter tﬂorEngland. Postage, 5d=40c Canc.: Asmara 6.3.1952

"
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ASMARA
GERITREA ) -

Albergo-CLAAO. -H

Telefont: 21-94 - 32- 31
Telegr: CIAAO - Asmara

)

"Lét-?{gr—'to Lebanon, Postage 50c. Canc.: Asmara 8.7. 1948
Arr.: 12.7.1948 and Bhamdoun 13.7.1948

/T



Areogramme to Sudan Postage 50c(=surfacemail).

Canc. Asmara. Arr.: Khartoum 19.2.1950

EXTERNAL MAIL . REDUCED FEE (NEIGHBOUR CONTRIES)

. F@CLI® BREVETTAT® PER

"{Iﬁ !Néﬁ:E!sEEAAcL?"'

oM D UfiaPropr.nteil, Reg: 6 F. 107 - 16. 10, 1935 X!if
* Dagpirinroduzione e conlrajfszions & punila dalla tegge

B N v S

. i, e & ali e i et g it A . (i, A S S, At T | e

Air letter to Italy (front). Postage 65¢ (1948-52) Canc.: Asmara 9.10.1948

P



B M A ERITREA- EXTERNAL AIR MAIL

1.6.48

Air letter to England. Postage 150c¢ (42c+ air fee 110¢(15-20g).Canc Asmara 10.7.1948

/1y



B.M.A. ERITREA- EXTERNAL AIR MAIL

Airletter to Canada. Postage 175¢ (42 c+ air fee 130c¢ (5-10g). America)
Canc.: Asmara 21.6.48
B.A.ERITREA

Air letter to Switzerland. Postage 85c¢. (42¢+ air fee 42¢ (reduced 5-10g)
Canc.: Asmara 1.3.1951




B.A. ERITREA- EXTERNAL AIR MAIL

¥ B
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f BONVECCHIATO & C,, S. A.

CANTONIO BONVECCHIATO ~ ESTABLISHED 1922)
{MPORT - EXPORT
Yia Mertini, 39 - P. O. Box 860
ASMARA - (Eritrea }

MESSRS
C. HABER & COMPANY

4 BEAVER STREET
WHITWORTH STREET

MANCHESTER 1

g e ——
TS

ENGLAND

BY AR MAl

b PAR AVION

Airletter to England. Postage 75;: (472 e+ 30c -5 g,. 1948-1952)
Canc.: Asmara 5.7.1950
B.A.ERITREA - Military mail

Military air letter to England. Postage: 20c. ) Letter:free,
air fee 20c.) Canc: Asmara Forces 24.2.1950



B.M.A. ERFFREA- EXTERNAL POSTCARDS
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%

Air postcard to Switzerland. 50c. Canc: .Piroscafo Gerusalemme, 16.4.1950
Transit: Massaua 16.4.1950. The ship from Lloyd Triestino on picture.




B.A. ERITREA- EXTERNAL POSTCARDS

T2
R §\$§ - ¥ gg‘ A
N S 3
?k\\sbt§ KQ\\ {&\%\‘
\f‘:‘ o V1R :
%’ t 2\‘ *\‘ i\ \?\‘ b N %%{uﬂvg’
N N %§§ Y
- AR R RS sl Loty
- M R Neo : v
\§ £§\§§K‘~ j\" Jea UK.
Air postcard to Jersey. Postage: 35¢ Canc. Asmara 3.7.1950
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Air postcard, only sender to Italy. Postage: 30c.
Canc.: Asmara 8.4. 1952



B.A. ERITREA-EXTERNAL REG. MAIL

RACCOMANDATA -

TR0\
Preg.mo Signor g

GUGLIELMU PULIDORI

Via Sobrero ne29

TORINO (605)

—

i

T -

L RS L R R , Ak :
Reg letter to Italy. Postage: 85 ¢ (Letter 42c, Reg fee:42c, 1942-52). ~

Canc. Asmara 1.12.1950 Arr: Torina 27.12.1950

e : L
Reg.letter to Italy. Postage: 110c (Letter 70c (20-40g) Reg.fee: 42¢

Canc.: Asmara 30.6.1951. Arr.: Firenze5.7.1951

124,



B.A. ERITREA-EXTERNAL AIR REG. MAIL

RACCOMANDATA

Al Signor

GUGLIEIMO PULIDORI

5
—
-
P
=
)

Via Sobrerec n29

250 R WO

aa'“*né%&~ \
,\Rﬂ\& MARA!

3

—— :

Reg.air.letter to Italy. Postage: 1.20 ¢ (Letter 42¢c, Reg fee:42c, air. 35¢ 1948-52).
Canc. Asmara5.6.1951 Arr.: Torino 10.6.1951
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| DA S

Hotels C.7.4.4.0.

» . To USA
ASMARA - MASSAUA s ad Postage:220c
= REGISTERRS

Letter:42 c,
reg.fee 42c, air
130c

Canc.: Asmara
The Officer Commanding,

: 11.6.1952
h swigon Poli tati
The Garrison Police Station, Arr.- Mishwaka
Mishawaka- INDIANA
18.8.1952

H.S.4s ot

~\/

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

ot o AR ) i




EXPRESS LETTER TO ITALY

Express air letter sent to Italy. Postage; 2.50 sh (15-30 g 65¢ (220-40g) 1.25 sh Air fee
(20-25g),Express fee 50c)

Canc: Asmara 2.9.1952 Arr Roma- 3.9.1952



Express letter(air) sent to Italy. Postdge; 7.50 sh (Express fee 50c)
Canc: Asmara 31.12.1951 Arr Roma- 4.1.1952

124



TELEGRAM

Telegram to England, 12 words. Franking: 4 sh 30 ¢ back+ 10sh 10c on form.Total 14sh 40c
Canc. Asmara Telegrafo 28.11.1951 and Asmara Centro 7, 28.11.1951

Form Model 65, ed 1938-XVI . Pinholes us usual in telegrams




TELEGRAM to Tanganyika

Telegram
Franking
28.05

Canc. Asmara
Telegrafo
30.11.1951
Asmara
Centro 7,
28.11.1951

Pinholes us
usual on
telegrams




PARCEL CARD
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5 sh 50 c.

Canc: Asmara-Centro, Pacci, 23.4.1952 Arrival

Parcel 2 kg sent to Italy. Postage

, 140 Lire douane

1952
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Montova 5.
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Indiquer éventuellment le nom et I'ad:




